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1. The Biſhop of E's Let- 
ter to his Clergy, before his 
Primary Viſitation, 1692. 


II. The Work of the Miniſtry. 
On 4 Viſitation, 1698. 
III. The Dignity of the Chri- 
ſtian Prieſthood. 
On a Viſitation, 1701. 


IV. An Exhortation to the 
Clergy : With a Diſcourſe 
on Rev. XVI. 9. Latter 

part. Upon Occaſion of 


the late Terrible Storm 
of Wind. 


On a Viſitation, 1704. 
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OF THE 
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His CL E R G "4 
| My Dear Brethren, 

— HAT the Viſitation 

| I ſhortly intend may 

be more eaſie to my 

ſelf, and more profi- 

table to my Dioceſe, I have 

A 4, thought 


Letter to 


thought fir to deſire a few 
17 e of you * 


4 It. would be a good Pre- 
paration to the Enquiries I-am 
then to make, if you would 
call your ſelves to an account, 
Nec Jo have perfotmed the 

eral parts of the Duty in- 

cumbent on you; and if you 
find you have been negligent, 
to reſolve upon and immedi- 
ately begin a ſincere Reforma- 
tian. I am not able to menti- 
on them all in a ſhort Letter; 
but the very firſt thing in the 
Book ef Common. Prayer deſerves iſ 
to be ſeriouſly conſidered ; 

5 where you arc  enjoyned to fay ay 


daily 
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the Clergy of Ely. 3 
daily the Morning and Evening 
| P rayer, either privately or op en- 
te ie poln. 
bie T am ſure to Kubrick 2. 3. 
after the Pre- 


-obſerve one part of Fu concern. 
1 chis Injunction, if ing theservice 
d you cannot obſerve of che Church. 

„ the other, that is 

if you cannot procure a Con 
- WW gregation to meet daily in the 
u © Church, yet you may, and 
, therefore ought, to read the 
-Service of the Church in your 
- © own Families, either privately 
i- or openiy, not being hindred by 
Sickueſs, or fome other urgent 
Cauſe, which cannot happen 
every day; this, if ſolemnly 
performed, would be a pow- 
erful Means to preſerve an aw- 
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| 4 A Letter to 

| ful Senſe of God continually 
upon your Minds, and to make 
| your ſelves and your Families 
wholſome Examples to the Flock 
of Chriſt, as you promiſed to 
endeayour at your Ordinati- 
on. 


Read over the Vows you 
| then made, and the Charge 
| which was then given you, 
and examine your ſelves faith- 

fully how you have obſerved 
them, which would ſave me 

the labour either of mention- 

ing all other Particulars. of 

your Duty here, or making 

long Exhortations to you when 

I meet you at the Viſitation, 

all being compriſed in the Pro- 

| 8 miles 


—— — 


the Clergy Ely. cg 
miſes you made at that time, 


if vat be Ain . 
ed. E 


1 hai chetefors be one 
Requeſt to make ro you, it 
ſhould be this; that every 
Morning, the firſt thing you 
do, you would call to mind, 
that you are the Miniſtets of 
Jeſus Chriſt; who have made 
ſuch and ſuch Promiſes to him, 
when you were admitted in- 
to his Service: which if you 
grant me, it could not fail to 
have a great Effect upon your 
Hearts and Lives. For how 
could any Man neglect to 
Preach the Word of God dili- 
gently, to Catechiſe the Fe 

ren, 


A Letter 70 


den, Viſit the Sick, Recon 
cile Differences, and all the 
teſt, with due Care and Fide- 
lity ; when he had it always 
in his mind, that zhis is his Bu- 
fineſs, and that he promiſed to 
God before his People, that he 
would make this his Buſineſs, Wl | 
and conſcientiouſly, attend it? 
Lou cannot think of Appear- 
ing before our Lord and Ma- 
Ger with any Confidence, if 
| you have not made good, yous 
Ward to him. | 


Z u. I am  loath to ſuppoſe, 
that any who have ſworn Al- 
legiance to their preſent Maje- 
Kies,. neglect. to obſerve. the 

1 Month. 
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the Clergy of Ely. 7 
Monthly Faſts appointed by 
their Authority; to implore 
God's Bleſſing upon their Per. 
ſons, and rhe Proſperity © 
their Arms. But there being 
Reports, that ſome are guilty 
of ſuch. Scandalous Omiſſions 
in ſeveral Parts of 'this King» 
dom; I beſeech you to take 
care, that there be no ſuch: 
Complaint made to me of 
in my Dioceſe: And let me not 
find that any omit the Uſe of 
that Form of Prayer, which is 
enjoined on that Occaſion - af- 
ter which I will make a ſolemn 
Enquiry, and am commanded 


ere 
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III. I hope you received, two 
ears ago, a Lerter of: his Mu- 
jeſtiys to the Biſhop of London, 
ordered to be communicated 
to both Provinces, of Canter- 
bury, and Tork. Wherein he 
.requires all the Biſhops ro keep 
a ſtrict Watch over their Cler- 
£y ; and more particularly, ro 
order them to preach fre- 
-quently againſt thoſe: Sins and 
Vices, which are moſt pe- 
vailing in this Realm: As 
namely, againſt Blaſpbemy, 
Swearing and Curſeg; againft 
Perjury ; againſt Drunkenneſs ; 
.and againſt Prophanation of the 
Lord s- Day. And, in thoſe 
5 Lord's 
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the - i y pr Ely. 


Lord's-Days, on which 3 
Sermons are preached, to read 
alſo to the People ſuch Statates 
of this Realm, as are provi» | 
ded againſt that Vice, which 


iis **. Subject on that Day 
Which Statutes were printed 
together with that Lerter, and 
ö ordered to be tranſmitted to 
„every Pariſh in both Provin- 
5 ces. I moſt earneſtly intreat 
vou to obſerve theſe Injuncti- 
ons: for they were not in- 
. tended for that Year only; 
but to continue till we ſaw che 
Bleſſed Effects of them in a 
| f eim, vnd 

2 e W. Jad VII 4 
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yo AA Letter to 
night before the Aſſizes, it will 


de moſt proper to read the Act 


Swearing aud Curſing, and preach 
| againſt thoſe Sins. On the 


And for your better Dire. 
tion in this matter, let me 
deſire you to obſerve this Me- 
thod. On the Sunday Seven- 


— = 5. 


of Parliament againſt P E R- 
JURY, and to preach upon 
that Subje c. On the Second 


Sunday in May it will be Sea- MW 


ſonable to read the AR for Ob- 


ſetvation of the L O'R D's- 
'DAY, and exhort your Pa- 


riſhioners to the Religious Ob- 
fervation of it. On the F:rſf 
Sunday in Advent, read the AQ 
againſt BLASPHEMY, 


Fourth 
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the Clergy of Ely. 1t 
rurth' Sunday in Leut, againſt 
he Sins: of ADULTERY 
and FORNICATION. It 
ath been intended that He- 
milies be provided for all 
theſe Days; but till they 
be, let every one furniſh 
imſelf with Sermons upon 
theſe Heads, and continue 
this Courſe from Year to 
Year. Py 1800-9735 | 


IV. There have been ſuch 
foul Pragices, in  Clandeſtive 
Marriages, that they produ- 
ced lately a Bill in Parliament; 
„which, if it had paſſed into 
han 44, would have fall'n ve- 
e ry heavily upon us all, = 


42 A Letter to 


| caſt no ſmall Reproach upon 
us, for ſtanding in need of 
ſuch ſevere Means for our Re- 


avoid, let us obſerye- the Ca 
ons of the Church exactly, and 


formation. Which if we would 


there will be no ſuch Abuſes 
to be Cotrected by any Body, 


but our ſelves alone. I te- 


ſolve, by God's Grace, to ob- 


ſerve that Part of them which 


concerns me ; by proceeding 


againſt him, as a Perſon Su- 


ſpended for Three Years 7pſo 
forts, who ſhall offend againſt 


the LXII. Canon. I — ydu 


will as carefully obſer ve your 
Part; which is, (as you may 
there read) not to marry any 


Perſons without asking in the 


E burch, 


the Clergy of Ely. 13 
Church, or ſuch a Licenſe as 
the Law allows; and at no 
Hour, but between VIII. and 
XII. in the Forenoon; nor in 
any Place, but in the Church 
or Chappel where one of 
es the Parties dwell; and nor 
y, without Conſent of Parents 
e- Mor Guardians, if the Parties 
b. to be married be under the 
h Age of One and Twenty 
Fe Years. | | 


> 2= . 2 


7 Let no Perſon, under the 
ſt Colour of any Peculiar Liber- 
u or Privilege belonging to the 
r {Church or Chappel, preſume 
yo do otherwiſe: for the Pe- 
y nalty of Suſpenſion for three 
e Years , will notwithſtanding 
A fall 


Where you 


gation that is laid upon them, 


Gion to wy one of them 
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2 upon him, as he may learn 
* next Canon LXIII.; 

ak I am reſolyed to ſee put 

in Execution. | 


a, OY 


V. And now let me prevail 
with: you to take ſome Pains, 
find it neeeſſary, 
with your gr © hurchwardens, to 
conyince them of the Obli- 


= OF om meas frat 1 


by a Solemn Oath, to make 

a faithfal Anſwer to my En- 
quiries ; which ſhall be as few 
as may be, that they may be 
the better able to give Satis-if 


It 


—— 


the Clergy of Ely 15 


It would be a great Com- 
ort to me, as well as Credit 
o this Church, to find the 
ſual Anſwer true: But pray 
hem to conſider what a Guilt 

hey bring upon their Souls, 
{ they ſay, All things are well, 
ind as they ought to be; 
hen they know in their Con- 


are quite otherwiſe. Beſeech 
them, as they love their own 
Souls, not to increaſe the 
Sins of the Nation when 
ve are endeavouring to re- 
orm them. N 


VI. Par- 
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ciences, that many things 
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VI. Particularly, Sy them 
earneſtly, and affiſt chem, to 
preſint to me all thoſe, who 
profeſs to live in the Commu. 
nion of our Church, and are 
of of Age, aud yet neglect to re. 

the Hoy Communion, 

bi "leaſt Three times in the 
Vear, as by Law are 
bound to do. For ſue Pev- 
ple nat only wrong their: 'owy 
75 as the Wiſe ſpeules, 
vt bring a great Scandal » 
on our Church and” Relfgion 
For what other. Chriſtians are 
there in the World, who ſuf-W* 
5 fer their Members to live h 
| with PÞ 


th 


n 1 w — 


the Clergy of Ely. 17 
ithout any Solemn Regard 
o their Bleſſed Lord and Ma- 
er, who died ſor them? As 
I. thoſe do, who never com- 
emorate bis-wonderfel Love, 
y. receiving rhe Holy: Sb 
ent of his Body and Blood. 
or the Lord's Sake, let ae 
0 roſs: gen | be La ener * 
0 314 
m kt SOOT" with yon 
o put in practice the firſt R.. 
xk before thee Communien 
Office, which directs all rhole/ 
bo intend to partake of the- 
loly- Communion to fr "fe 
heir Names to the Cur 
eaſt: ſome time the day e 
hat he may both know what 
quantity o Bread and Wine 
” 13 
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the Clergy of Ely. 1» 
hich I beſeech you never fail 
diſ{$o have in the Church on the 
Per ed, Fridays, and Satur- 
ion {Ways before the Communion, 
arepowever you may want a Con- 
ers Pregation at other times; and 
heir great and Marker Towns, 
Ru- f not in (others, J hope you 
rom hay be able to keep up Month- 
hey Communions, as well as Pray- 
ſin- rs on all Wedneſdays and Fu. 
ent, 0 .. a e 
the u nis £ 1 ie 
this DD a 
to VII. There is another thing, 
end which both you and the 
be Church wardens are er 


| fo 


oute, of which I beſecch yo 

toe Care may be taken, which 
ers, > to bring in to me, or to the 
ich! Arch- 


28 . 4\Letter; to. 


Arch-Deacon at his. next t vich 
tation, a Terrier of the Glebe 
"Lands, Meadows, Gardens, Or 
chards, and all other chings be 
longing to your Parſonage ot 
1 with an 23 
of any Cuſtows of Tythi 

which have been ue — * 
vou, that ſo the Maintenanct 
provided for God's Miniſters 
by our Pious Anceſtors my. de 
preſerved. 


It is ſo great a Sin and 
Shame to let thoſe Buildings 
which they erected for the 
Service of God, and for ou 
Commodious Habitarion, rut 
to. decay, that I muſt..Jeſir 
05 th to inform me. 5 


the Chery of Ely. zr 


75 whether both the Church: 
md Chancel of your Pariſh, 
ind alſo your own Houſes 
and Out-Houſes be in good re- 
— It makes my Heart ake, 
re you, to think that any 
| 125 ſhould ſo far degenerate 
rom our Worthy Progenitors, 
8 not to uphold thoſe Fabricks 
n a good Condition, which 
ae raiſed from the, Ground 
4 225 Coſt and er. 
8. 
Let us all enlcivenr to re · 
deem our ſelyes from this In- 


wy. 5 ; 5 5 
It would be very uſeful alſo 
> have an Inventory under 
122 B 2 your 
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your and the Church-Wardeng 
Haas of all the Utenſils be- 
longing to your Church, which 
I defire you to deliver unto me, 
or unto my Arch-Deacon at 
| his next Viſitatian, to be . 
in the Re egiſters Office: O 
this the Archbiſhop hath — 
quired me to take an Account. 
| viagra 2009 G&. 
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leech your Conſcientious Care 


in ſome things which concern 
_ wh, ſelf. as well as you. 


194 
14 


nl 11 mort 2221 129 9092! 
. I 


is my Duty to Co: 
ſuch as are prepated for i 


which that it may be done 


| Edification, and. all Diſogden 


41 9's 4 8 8 


the Clergy of Ely. 23 
nd Ctowùds may then be a- 
oided, I pray you to take 
otice, that I will Confirm 
one, but ſuch whoſe Names 
hall be wen to me in Writing 
you the Miniſters of the ſe- 
ral Pariſhes from whence 
3 with a Certificate 
r your Hands that you 
ave —— them, and find 


j 


he Words of the Church-Cate- 
hiſm, but alſo ſenſible of the 
dolemn Vow: which was made 
n theit Names at their Bap+- — 
iſm, and deſirous to renew 


he ſame themſelves: Let ir be \ 
Four Endeavour therefore to 
45 pots the Young- People of 
duc Pariſh unto "_ by re- 


hem not only able to repeat 
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arelepting t them: hence 
7 and ihe Benefit a jo! 


—_ 
— 
N bi ad. 
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erfa 


e. » An for. che henragdnt ark 

ance of it, Id SA 
as. frequently as I am,Ableynet 
only in my Viſtacion, (bei 
we have ſo much other, Ruſk 
neſs, that I gefixe :thaſc:oply 
Wa! ate near ;then;4Qar5end 
me) but: at, gther times, nand 
in ach Churches as I ſhajl be 
adyiſed to be moſt convenient. 
8 Where ole in the Nyighnoue 
emed, way he: reed 
Belart-ut unto. e. Ariete ar 


the Clengy»of Ely. 25 
2111 14901 yi mr 14d enge 
8 © - Tk Giving: „Holy Orders i 19 
<|Manatbet weighty Gare of mine; 
hour ich Feannot bestes 
ſoliaitopch and. whéreim b güft 
kegyourAdliftance.. And ff, 
Lintreat yon not to\ferypour 
_ 2 f 
f 0.) upon your 
——— ah off his 
Life and Converſation For che 
m: three Years next be» 
ore, as the XXXIV. Canon 
requires. It would muckioon 
duce to reſirain Yonns Men 
from Vice, if ey had nechope 
to gain a Teſtimbbnial of their 
reed; Liſe an Behaviour: from 
The Bafinefs ar Civility of their 
Neigbbow, „0 dt;1:4np' 7 other - 


Means, 


Vers „„ 9 2 ae 


26 1 Letter to 
Means, but meerly from their 
den known Virtnei; make a 
Canſcience:of this, and it will 
go a. great: way! to vefortw elie 
Church. Aud Seaardly; do not 
ſend any. Perſon to me with n 
empty Title, for I will admit 
none to Otders upon a Cura - 
cys unlefs.it ben Competency; 
toi bid continued: till he be o. 
tlerways orovided for-. And 
1, let me deſire you to fig. 
niſie unto ſuch. as you find de- 
nous to be put into Holy Or- 
ders, chat F expect they come 
to meg or cerrific me of their 
Intentions a Month at leaſt be- 
fore Ordination Sunday, that 1 
mag be able to give notice of 
it tothe Parifh or. place where 
ene they 
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1ey live, that if they have any, 
—.— 5 0 Why they 


hould not be admitted, I may 
ave timely information of 
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For there cannot be too much 
are taken that the Flock of 
hriſt be not committed into 
he Hands of bad Men, but 
eh may be ſet over them as 
vill watch for their Souls, and 
leeing N Luſts will follow 
ughteouſmeſs, Faith, Charity, 
Peace, with them that out of a 
ure Heart call upon the Lord, 
XIII Heb. 17. 2 Tim. II. 22. 


Unto whoſe Grace and Bleſ- 
ng I do moſt heartily com- 
8 mend 


$3 -ALet 


* - 2 

. N — & ® 7a v 

Q 12 iMYJ 46k} Þ 
— — 


* f * „ T7 
5 \ Th \ er? Nr 


124 1944 


8 : N "I 
J%.> Soi - BY \ 'S \\GI . XN J 4 4 


. * —— ” © 
K 2 g 4188 o — 27 -* ©, bo ö 
X F 7 1 F% 1 . 
CW ww o + 4. CS + * [TY * \ 4 + ws ff ior i A => *-& 


THE 


OR K 


O F T HE 
MINISTRY 
Repreſented to 


The CrerGy of 
the Dioceſe of ELI. 


„ 8 


— 


y STMON Lord Biſhop 
. 


LONDON, 


Printed for Ri. CThiſwel, at the Roſe and 
Crown in St. Paul's-Church-Vard. 1698. 


— . — 


* ERRATA 


P. 23. lin. 2. r. Temple, and to. 
P. 29.1. ult. r. though not in every. 
p. 34. I. 11. r. peculiarly. 
p. 46. I. 16. r. mere creature. 
p. 49. I. 24. r. teacheſt. 
p. 50. I. 21. r. Hiſtoria. 
52. I. 13. r. DH 
p. 56. I. 5. r. 96m. 
p. 70. I. 17. r. celebrated. 


Ar 


(J 


„ * 


2 


— 


The WORK 
| OF THE Sh 
MINISTRY 
REPRESENTED 


To the CLERGY 
OF THE 


Dioceſe of MET 


Dear Brethren, | 
O ſhorten my own Labour,” 
7 and your attendance at my 
approaching Viſitation, I 
ſend you this little Treatiſe be- 
forehand ; which may ſerve in 
ſtead of the. Exhortation, which 
is wont to be made on that oc- 
caſſon. Jou will read it, J hope 
„ with 
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2 The Work of 
with as ſerious conſideration, as 
you would have heard it, had 
it been ſpoken, with due attenti. 
on. By which means you will re- 
ceive a greater benefit, than you 
could have done the other way: 
for you may read that often, and 
imprint it in your minds; which 
you could have heard but once, 
and might have ſlipt out of your 
memory. | | 
Tun ſee by the Title of it, that 
it treats of the Duties which be. 
long to that Function; in which 
i it bath pleaſed the Moſt High, to 
| 10 you the honour to employ you. 
4 Function ſo truly noble, that 
ö it is not in my power to ſet 
forth the Dignity of it. For the 
Bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul, thought 
| it ſo great an honour to be mad: 
a Chriſtian, that he thought no 
Ms words, 
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the Miniſtry, 3 
words, too lifty, to expreſs the 
dignity of their flate: which he 
calls, not only cur High Calling, 
III Philip. 14. but our Heavenly 
Calling in Chriſt Jeſus, III Heb. 1. 
Which I cannot think of, but it 


4 makes me reflect; what an honour 
bes it is, to be made a Miniſter 


e, % Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe buſineſs it 
, to bring others into this glu. 

rious ſtate of Chriſtianity ; and 
o breed them up, & keep them 
= uin. Y f 
bat preferment is there com- 
% Wl parable to this, to be conſtituted 
„ 42 Servant, and a Miniſter of the 
at Ain of Glory: a Steward of the 
Heaven MyFteries ; an Embaſ- 
e ſador fer Chriſt; a Labourer in 
% bs Vineyard or Harveft ; which 
½implies indeed great pains, but 
i corries in it alſo the great ho- 
{s, 4 3 udun 


4 The Work of 
nogr of ſowing the Seed of Eternal 
Life in Mens Souls; and culti- 
vating, that is preparing aud Ml 
making them fit to be carried in. - 
to Chriſt's Heavenly Kingdom Wa 
Ido not name all the places in tt 
the Holy Writings, where you find Ws 
your ſelves deſcribed under theſe . 
Characters; becauſe you caunet 
But be well cd with them, | 
I ſhall only add, that we do not 
aſſume too much to our ſelves,when 
we call our ſelves the Clergy, i. e. 
God's Portion, or Inheritance; be- 
ing peculiarly ſeparated to his | 
Service; as our Famous Mr. 
Mede hath moſt judiciouſiy ob. 
ſerved. Diſcourſe XXXVI. 
pP. 270. For the prime Miniſters 
F our Lord Chriſt, are called by | 
himſelf; The Angels ot the 
Churches over which they pre- 
5 Aided, 5 
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ed, | Revel. 20. And there. 
re St. Chryſoſtome in his third 
4800 r le gοονοn, feared not 
„% ſay, That the Priefthood is 
a Dignity raiſed far above all 
„the honours of this World, and 
4 Wapproaching to the Angelical 
e WGlory. DAT 
Mich if it be duly weighed, 
. ¶ and laid to heart, we can never 
t Wl ceaſe to give God thanks, who 
bath advanced us to ſuch a noble 
e. ¶ Station; nor be unmind ful of the. 
ſervice he expecteth from us : 
s Wh but both ſtudy all the duties be- 
„ /onging it; and endeavour to 
. perform them with a Spirit ſuita- 
l. IIe to our Function. 
* What thoſe Duties are, it i, 
be principal buſineſs of this ſmall 
© 'YN Treatiſe to lay before you. Ard 
„vieh what Spirit they ought to be 
4 A4 


6 The Work of 
performed, I ſhall, in the Con. 
clufion of it, briefly admoniſh you. 
Theſe Two will comprehend all 
that I have to recommend to your 
Conſideration. For there is 1 
neceſſity, ſure, to prove, that 
they whom God hath ſet apart to 
himſelf, for a peculiar ſervice, 
and therefore have a ſpecial re- 
lation to him, and have receiv 
ed a ſpecial favour from him; 
have a. ſingular Obligation, to do 
all they can to expreſs their gra- | 
titude to him; by diſcharging 
. faithfully that great truſt which | 
he bath commited to them. 


PART 
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OW as to the Duties 
pon the Miniſters of 

Chriſt, I ſhall Firf 

performed in Private; and then 
of thoſe which are of Pablick con- 


_—_ are incumbent 
treat of thoſe which are to be 
o 
cernment. 


/ 
4 SE CT. I. The Private Duties, 
being to qualifie them for the right 
diſcharge of all Publick Offices, are 
principally, the Study of rhe Holy 
Scriptures, and Prayer. 
We profeſs at our Ordination, 
that we are Perſwaded the HolyScrip- 
ares contain ſufficiently all Doctrine 
r | required of neceſſity for Everlaſting 
Salvation, Ec. and we declare 
that we are determined out of the 
| At: ſaid 
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aid Scriptures to inſtruct the Peoplt 
committed to our charge, &c. Which 
ſuppoſes that above all things we 
ought to apply our ſelves to the 
ſerious ſtudy of theſe Holy Book:; 
that there we may learn, our own 
duty, and the duty of thaſe whom 
we are to inſtruct in the Chriſtian 

Religion. And accordingly a ſo- 
lemn Exhortation is made to thoſe 
who are to be admitted to the 
Order of Prieſthood; to conſider 
how ſtudious they ought to be in 
reading, and weighing, and learning 
the Scriptures ; that they may wax 
riper and ſtronger in their Miniſtry, 
And more than this, we promiſe 
before God and his Church, that 
we will be diligent herein: which 
no Man can think. of, if. he have 
any Conſcience, and live in the 
neglect of this Sacred Study, For 
after we have given our Faith to 
God and to his Church to be care | 
ful. in this matter; we Seal it by 
receiving the Holy a 
K. 
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of Chriſt's Body and Blood. Which | 
one would think ſhould be of | 
mighty force (and will be ſo if 

duly weighed ) to ſtir us up to- 
this part of our duty; that we 

may not be guilty of the breach 
of ſuch folemn promiſes, as were 

made to God at his Altar. 

And here it may. be proper- 
briefly to remember you that this is 
ſo con formable to the Doctrine and 
practiſe of the Ancient Church; 
that Theophylact (upon the X St. 
Jobn 1. &c.) ſaith the Scriptures are 
the door by which the true Paſtor en- 
ters; and that he is a Thief, who 
comes not in by theſe, à jap Xe 
rg typagais wapluoty , &c. for he 
doth not uſe the Seriptures as wit- 
neſſes and vouchers for what he 
ſays. By theſe, ſaith he, we are 
brought to God: theſe will not 
permit Wolves to enter; they 
© keep out Hereticks,. placing us 
in ſafety and ſecurity: Theſe. 
© give us right notions of all things 

I here - 
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B we deſire to be infom- 
Ne 

And therefore, My Brethren, 
apply your ſelves devoutly to the 
Study of theſe Divine Book,; or 
rather of theſe Books which will 


make you Divine. For fo they 


were calkd in the Ancient Chri- 
ſtian Language, Deficos libros, and 
Derficas Scripturas, and Inftrumenta 
Deifica (as lian Proconſul of 
Africa calls them in Opratus lib. 1.) 
Which Name the very Heathen 
had 3 1 was ſo — 
appears by the enquiries they made 
after Bibles to bun them: this be- 

ing an uſual queſtion in the exa- 
mination of the Martyrs, Libros 
Deitcos habetis? Which we ſhould 
look upon therefore, (as they did) 
as an invaluable Treafure ; and let 
the word of Chriſt dwell in ms rich- 


OP all wiſdom, as the Apoſtle | 


Faul ſpeaks III Colo. 16. Such 
wiſdom, as will not indeed make 
us Philoſophers, or Rhetoritians, 


Cc. 
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Cc. (to uſe the words of Faſtin 
Martyr) a mudevieot, md Tos 
Iyiſos dSurdTes, BC. But gives ſuch 
inſtructions, thas of Mortal: it makes 

us immortal; of Men it makes us 
God- lite; from the Earth it tranſlates 
us above the top of Olympas. Exhort. 
2. ad Græcos. p 40. 

And the very ſame in effect the 
Holy Scriptures ſpeak concerning 
themſelves, when they tell us they 
are able to make ſuch a Man as 73- 
mothy was, wiſe unto ſalvation; being 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof,, for 
correction, for inſtruction in rigbteouſ. 
neſs ; that the Man of God may be per- 
fe , throug hly furniſhed unto all good 
works. 2 Tim. III. 15, 16, 17. 
which ſhould move us to follow 
his Exhortation in the foregoing 
Epiſtle, 1 Tim. IV. 13, 15. Give 
attendance to reading, &c. Meditate 
on theſe things, give your ſelves wholly 
to them, that your profiting may ap- 
pear to all, or in all ;hings. 105 


For 
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For this end you muſt joyn 
with this, ſuch other Studies, as 
tend to lead you into a right un- 
derſtanding of the Holy Scrip- 
tures: Of this you were admo- 
niſhed alſo at your Ordination; 
when you promiſed to be diligent in 
reading the Holy Scriptures , and in 
ſuch ſtudies as belp to the knowledy 
of the ſame, laying aſide the ſtudy of 
the World and of the Fleſh. And 
chiefly you are to ſtudy to under- 
ſtand the Language, in which the 
Holy Scriptures were Or iginall/ 
delivered to the Church: eſpecial- 
ly the New Teſtament ; in which 
we ought to be as perfect, as Law: 
yers are in Littleton's Tenures, For 
this is our ſtanding Rule, of Faith, 
and Manners: in which if we be 
not well skilled our ſelves, we 
ſhall never be able to direct others. 
And next to this, it is neceſſary 
to ſtudy diligently ſome approved 
Commentator upon the Bible; 
eſpecially Dr. Hammond on the New 
1 Teſta 
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ment: which is not only to be 
read over, but to be digeſted fo 
that you may be Malters of the 
ſenſe of our Saviour and his Holy 
Apoſtles. I ſhall not lanch out 
| into any further directions about 
the ſtudy of the Fathers, and the 
Church-Hiſtory, which are neceſ- 
fary to accompliſh a compleat 
Divine: for that would {well this 
Book to a much greater bulk, 
than I deſign it ſhould have. 

Io conclude this Section, let 
Ezra. that Reſtorer of Religion 
among the Jews be your pattern: 
who tells us himſelf, that he was 
2 ready Scribe in the Law of Moſes, 
VII Ezra 6. Such we ſhould be, 
well verſed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, eſpecially in the Laws of 
| Chriſt : ſo as to have them ready at 
hand for our purpoſe. And inthe 
ioth Verſe, he tells us how he 
came to deſerve this Character. 
Firft, he had prepared bis heart to 
ſeek the Law of the LORD. i. e. 
ND to 


I4 The Work of 
underſtand it: and then Secondh, 
it follows, he prepared his heart 
ro do it: that is, to act according 
to his knowledg ; and fo, te teach 
Trrael ſtatutes and judgments. 


SECT. II. Which that we 
may be able to do with good 
ſacceſs, we ought as the Pſalmiſt 
ſpeaks moſt emphatically, give 
our ſelves unto prayer, CXIX Pſal. 4. 
This is a duty incumbent. upon 
all private Chriſtians, whom our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles command, 
to pray alway, and to pray without 
ceaſing, and to watch unto prayer : 
but the Miniſters of Chriſt ought 
more eſpecially, to be inſtant and 
inceſſant in it; becauſe they 
have need of a ſpecial aſſiſtance 
and blefling from above, upon 
their labours to make others good 
Chriſtians. EY 

Which cannot be done with- 
out the bleſſed preſence of God's 
Holy Spirit with us: which mult 
| con- 
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conſtantly and earneſtly be im- 
plored; to give us a right judg- 
ment in all things; to fill us with 
a lively fence of Divine Matters, 
and to enable us to convey it in- 


| to the Minds and Hearts of o- 


thers. 

Of this alſo we are put in 
mind at our Ordination; and 
therefore ſhould never forget it. 
For in that admirable Exhortati- 
on, which goes before the Queſti- 
ons to which we are to make An- 
ſwers, the great excellence, and 
the great difficulty of our Office 
is repreſented to us; to make us 
ſenſible what need we have to pray 
earneſtly for God's Holy Spirit: 
without which it is impoſſible for 
us to have either a will or abili- 
ty to perform it as we Ought, 
And accordingly this is one of the 
things, which immediately after 
we promiſe to God and to his 
Church: That we will be diligent 
in Prayers, as well as in reading the 
Holy Scriptures. "NM 
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Let us therefore, as it follows 
in the forenamed Exhortation, 
Pray continually to God the Father, 
by the Mediation of our only Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, for the 
beavenly Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt. 
For as the Holy Scriptures are 
Sve the Door whereby the good 
Shepherd enters to the perfor- 
mance of his Office, as Theophy- 
lat J obſerved before Expounds 
our Saviour's words, X Jobn 1. 
So the Holy Spirit of God, in the 
opinion of the ſame Father, is the 
evpwefs mentioned in the third 
Verſe of that Chapter, which we 
tranſlate the Porter, or the Door- 
keeper, who opens the Door for us; 
and lets us into the ſenſe of the 
holy Scriptures. So his words are; 
becauſe by the Holy Spirit, the Serip- 
tures being opened and underſtood, 
Chriſt is made known to us; there- 
fore it is called the Door: keeper. 
Er @ ws mvp]: ovgias, &C. By 
whom he being the Spirit of Wiſdom 


an 
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and Knowleds, the Scriptures are o- 
pened unto us: and by that means, 
our Lord the goed Shepherd enters to 
take us into bis care and conduct. 

To be Strangers then to this 
Holy Duty, is to be Strangers to 
God, and to all that is good: 
who as He is nigh to all thoſe 
that call upon bim faithfully ; 1o 
he withdraws himſelf from thoſe 
who negle& him. Of which we 
cannot be guiley, if we remem- 
ber, in what need we ſtand a- 
bove all other Men, of his bleſſed 
Preſence with us, to guide, and 
ſtrengthen, and further us in the 
diſcharge of our weighty truſt for 
his Honour, and the Salvation of 
Men. This will ſtir us up not 
only to ask, and ſeck, but knock 
allo (as our Saviour Speaks) that 
is pray with the greateſt impor- 
tunity for the Holy Spirit, which 
our Heavenly Father is more 
ready to give, than Parents are 
to give food to their hungry Chil- 
dien. Let 
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Let us be awakened by the ex- 
ample of King David, who pre- 
vented the morning-light to pray 

to God, and to meditzte in his 
Statutes, as he tells us, CXIX P/al. 
147, 148. Thougn he was a man 
that had abundance of Cares up- 
on him, and was engaged in many 
Warrs (as Theodoret gloſſes upon 
that place) yet God ſtill was in 
all his 2 1 ; without whoſe 
aid he durſt not undertake an 
thing, much leſs hope for ſucce 
in his Affairs. And ſhall we who 
have no ſuch load of buſineſs up- 
on us, roll our ſelves up and 
down in eaſe, and (as that Father 
there ſpeaks) #d" dpwpirns nukeas , 
&c. not ſo much as in the be- 
inning of the day, offer up an 
ymn of Praiſe and Thankſgiv- 
ing to the giver of all good things; 
and implore his Blefling upon us? 
A moſt ſtupid negligence; and 
an unpardonable inſenſibleneſs of 
our conſtant and moſt * 
| ne- 
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the Miniſtry. 19 
bene ſactor: 'without whem we can 
do nothing. | | | 

His Grace and Mercy we ought 
to ſeek as ſoon as we riſe; and as 
| often, as we can in the day; retir- 
ing our ſelves on purpoſe inco our 
Cloſets, to beſeech him to be with 
us in our Studies, and in our La: 
bours for the good of Souls. For 
as Clemens Alexandrinus (peaks (Lib. 


ſuch an heavenly Spirit, that. Ee 
ud rw 5 Ci iO, Y epinia his 
©t2r, bis whole life is Prayer, and Com · 
verſatiom with God. Which St. Ba. 
fil (in his Homily upon the Mar- 
tyr Fulitta) thinks is the Apoſt les 
meaning, when he bids us, Pray with» 


tions to Heaven perpetually, in ſo 


d Tprampiou parc Jui, & c. but 
rather by the ſettled Diſpoſition of 
our mind, and bent ofour Wills to- 
wards God (into which our Pray. 
ers ought to put us and preſerve us 

* | therein 


VII. Strom.) a Prieſt ought to be of 


cut ceaſing : not by putting up Peti- 


many words (for that's impoſſible) 
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therein) and by a regular Life: 


whereby we ſhall draw down (till 
more of his Grace upon us. 

For this I muſt obſerve in the 
Concluſion of this part of my Dil- 
courſe ; that careleſs and frigid 
Prayers, which make no altera- 
tion in our ſelves, have no effe& 
with God. To whom we mult 
addreſs our felves with ſuch fer- 
vent and earneſt Deſires, as turn 
our Hearts towards him; and give 
us ſuch a lively ſence of him, as 
brightens and chears our minds , 
knits our Wills and Affections to 
him, and makes us like him. Thus 
Daniel repreſents this Duty to us, 


when he complains of the Chil- 


dren of Jfrael, that They did not 
make their prayer to the LORD their 
Ged, to turn from their iniquity, and 
to under tand the truth, IX. Dan.13. 
Which as it denotes their dull for- 
mality in their Prayers, (which no 
doubt they continually made in 
their Captivity )whereby they were 

not 
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not converted to God, and reform- 
ed in their lives: So it implies 
withal that ſerious and devout 
Prayer, hath a power in it toturn 
about the Heart, and give God 


the poſſeſſion of it: which is the 


beſt way to underſtand the truth. 
Employ therefore as much time 
as you can, in ſecret Prayer to 
God; with ſuch Affection, that 
you may feel your ſelves really 
bettered by it. Pray ior your 
ſelves and pray for your Flock (that 
God would bleſs your Labours a- 
mong them , and pour the Dew 
of his Heavenly Grace upon them) 
tor the whole Church of Chriſt ; 
yea for all Mankind. For ſuch is 
the Nobleneſs of this Duty, that 
in the exerciſe of it, we extend 
our Charity to all the World, 
which we cannot do by any other 
means. . It enlarges our Souls in- 
to a kind of infinity and immen- 
ſity in our good Deſires and Wiſh- 
es; and in the readineſs of our 
| Mind 
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Mind to do, good to every one, 
were it in our power. 


SECT. III. Thus having 
briefly laid before you the pri 


vate Duties intumbent on the Mi. 


niſters of Chriſt, 1 proceed to 
thoſe which are of a publick Con. 
cernment. And in treating df 
them, TI ſhall take them into con- 
fideration, in that Order wherein 
they lie in the publick Liturgy of 
our Church. 

Where the firſt thing that pre- 
ſents it ſelf unto us, is the 
Order for MORNING and 
EVENING Prayer, daily through- 
out the year. Which is to be per. 
formed by him that Miniſtreth in 
every Pariſh-Church or Chappel, being 
at home, and not bein — rea- 
ſonably bindred. This is the ſtand- 
ing Law of this Realm; and a 
moſt reaſonable Law it is. For 
who can imagine, that God who 
ſo ſtrictly enjoined the Jews, - 
9 ny offer 
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offer tohim a Lambevery morning 
and every eveaing at the Temple, 
to double this Sacrifice on their 
Sabbath, doth not expect that we 
(who are made a peculiar people to 


bim, by far greater benefits than 


were conferred on them) ſhould 
offer unto him the Sacrifice of pray- 
er, and praiſe and thankſgiving, 
Morning and Evening in our Chur- 
ches? All Chriſtians from the be- 
ginning ever did it. At this day 
all the Eaſtern Churches , both 
Greek and Armenian conſtantly do 
it. I need ſay nothing of the pra- 
ctiſe of the Roman Church; which 
in this matter is truly Catholick. 
The Lutherans and -Calvinifts (as 
they are called) in Germany, have 
their daily publick Offices; 
and full Congregations. - The 
Socinians in Poland, as Ruares 
tells us (Cent. 2. Epiſt. pag. 99.) 
had publick Prayers Morhing and 
Evening, which laſted three Quar- 
ters of an Hour, Yea, the Mabo- 

mn B met an: 
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metans themſelves have their ſtated 
times of Prayer; five times in the 
day. For Mabomet had fo much 
ſenſe, as to call Prayer, The Pill 
of Religion (as Dr, Pocock obſerves 
upon Abul-Pharagii, p. 304.) Full 
tale this away, and Religion fallin 
the ground : as this Pillar of it 
will oon do, if it be not ſupported ] 
by publick Aſſemblies. 

Hou they came to be ſo much 
diſuſed among us, here in thi; 
Church, except only on Sunday; 
ĩt is ſad to conſider, and extreamly 
to be lamented. We herein forſake 
the practiſe of all Churches; and 
fall ſhort of thoſe who are not Chiti. 
ſtians. The Conſtitutions indeed 
of our Church, are conformable 
to all others; and ſtrictly enjoyn 
that which we do not now practiſe 
Which is a publick Wienels again 
us, that we are degenerated from 
our firſt Principles; and by de- 
grees grown cold and remiſs in our 
Religion. The fault perhaps may 


have 
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ted have been very much in the Peo- 
the BY ple; but it is to be feared we have 
ich WY been to blame alſo: in not admo- 
lr niſhing them of their Duty, and 
ve calling upon them to aſſemble them- 
For ſelves daily to Worſhip their bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour. 5 

u It muſt be allowed, that in ſome 
ted Pariſhes, tha Houſes are fo ſcattet- 
ed, and lie fo far diſtant from the 

uch Church, that they cannot poſſibl 

meet together daily for the Public 
Service of God. But this Plea can- 
hot, with any appearance of truth, 
be made for all Pariſhes; elperial- 
ly for Market-Towns: where the 
Houſes are built cloſer together, 
and not far from the place of pub- 
lick Worſhip. Many are at leifute 
alſo in ſuch Patiſhes, to attend dai · 
ly, if they had Hearts to do it, up- 
on the publick Prayers: Whatſoe- 
ver may be alledged in the gxeuſe. 
of poor labouring People. 
Therefore uſe your beft. end 4 
15 
of 


yours to bring the People to à ſet 
B 2 
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of their Duty, in this matter; and if 
to the performance of it: where 
no tolerable reaſon can be given 
for the negle& of ſo neceſlary a 
part of our Religion; and which 
tends ſo much to the honour of it, 
and to the Glory of God. To at- 
tempt ſuch a good thing, though 
you ſhould not ſucceed in it, will 
give you great ſatis faction. But 
whoſoever conſiders the Condition 
of the Cities of London and Weft. 
minſter, as they were formerly, and 
as they are now, will not deſpair 
of Succeſs. For before our unnatu· 
ral Civil War, I have been inform: 
ed by a Reverend Divine, there 
were few Churches in thoſe Cities, 
where daily publick Prayers were 
read; and where they were, very 
few People to joyn with the Mi. 
niſter in them. But now there are 
very few Churches that want them 
or a Congregation to attend them. 
And though ſuch Aſſemblies were 
but thin, when this firſt begun, * 
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re little after the happy Reſtauration of 
en our Monarchy and Church; yet I 
a my ſelf can witneſs, that their Num- 
ch Il bers daily encreaſed: in ſo much 
it, chat in ſome places there are pub- 
at- WM lick Prayers four times a day, and 
gk good Congregations; where, in 
vil my Memory, there were none at 
ut all. 3 
on This isa great Encouragment to 
e. try what may be done in other 
nd great Towns; where People are 
air Maot far diſtant from the Church. 
tu · ¶ Begin with perſwaſions to come, 
atleaſt, upon Litany days: And fo, 


ere Mby degrees, they may be induced 
ies, to wait upon God conſtantly at his 
ere MHouſe , to make their Prayers and 
ery MAcknowledgments to him. Re- 
Mi. Nypreſent to them frequently how 


uch the publick Service of God, 
xcels all that we can perform in 
Private: Becauſe then God appears 


ere ("ore glorious in Praiſes, when his 
„2 Fcople joyn together to ſet the 
ittle North. Bid them mark how David 


B 3 and 
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and other inſpired Perſons, have, 
in the Book of Pſalms, ſtirred up 
the Affections of the whole Body 
of God's People, to meet together 
for his Divine Service: ſaying, 0 
- praiſe the LORD, all ye nations: 
praiſe bim all ye people, CXVII. 1. 0 
mepniſy the LORD. with me, and 
let us exalt h name together, XXXIV. 
3. Praiſe ye the LORD. Sing 
anto the LORD anew ſong, and 
his praiſe in the congregation of Saints, 
CXLIX. 1. Or, as it is in the 
Hymn 1 7 every day, after 
the ſecond Leſſon at Morning Pray. 
er, C Pſal. 4. O go your way into bis 
Gates with thanksgiving, and into bu 
Courts with praiſe : be thankful unt 
bim, and ſpeak good of his Name. In 
ſhort inſtruct them, that every Hal 
lelujab, they meet withal in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, or, Praiſe ye tbe LORD, 
ſuppoſe publick Aſſemblies (to 
which all the foregoing Exhortati- 
an are directed) where many met 
together for Divine Worſhip: not 


con- 
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e, Ncontenting themſelves to praiſe 
p MGod alone by themſelves ; but 
ly wich all thoſe who were Mem- 
er bers of the ſame Body with 
them. 
: But if by all your endeavours 
0 {Myou cannot bring this to pais, yet 
nd {there is one thing of which I muſt 
V. Madmoniſh you, that I am ſure is in 
ng your power. It is this, That all 
»d {Prieſts and Deacons are bound by 
ts, the Law of this Realm and of this 
Church, to ſay daily Morning and 
Evening Prayer privately, when 
they cannot openly : Not being let by 
lekneſs, or ſome other urgent Cauſe. 
See the firſt Rubrick in the Com- 
mon- Prayer Book, after the Pre- 
face, concerning the Serwice of the 
Church ; Do not fail therefore, I 
beſeech you,to read the daily Pray- 
ers, Morning and Evening, pri- 
rately in your own Family: That 
the Divine Service, according to 
Law, may be performed daily in 
every ben „ though not every 
| B 4 Church. 
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| Church. There cannot beconſtant- 
ly nor commonly urgent Cauſes, 
much leſs Sickneſs, 1 hape, to hin. 
der this: And when there is not, 
look upon your ſelves as bound in 
Conſcience, to read the Prayers at 
home. " I 

And when you do officiate Pub- 
lickly on the Lord's Days, or o- 
ther times, in the Church, let it be 
in ſuch a folemn manner ; that it 
may move the People to attend, 
and make them in love with our 
Prayers. There is a careleſs, over. 
ly way of reading them, ſo faſt 
and with ſuch littleDevotion,as hath 
exceedingly diſgraced them: and 
given great offence tothe better ſort 
of People among us, and hardned 
the bad in Prophaneſs and Irreligi- 
on. I hope none of you are guil- 
ty of this ; but it becomes me to 
admoniſh you of the danger of it, 
and to beſeech you conſtantly to 
compoſe your ſelves with the grea- 
teſt ſeriouſneſs, and reyerence, and 


affection, 


j z 4 *. * 
Wh \ JI 
o _ \ i * 2 


the Miniflry. 31 
t- Naffection, to perform Divine 
2, {Service in the Church. This 
n. will keep up. the Majeſty of our 
ot, N Worſhip, and p eſerve it from 
in Contempt. For I can ſee nothin 
at ¶ that ſhould move thoſe that Diſſent 
from us, to Call it dead and formal, 
ab- but only the deadneſs and formali- 
o- I chat hath appeared too often in 
be him that Officiates. Stir up your 
* it ſelves therefore to Officiate in eve- 


nd, ry part of the Divine Service, with 
our Ma becoming Gravity and Delibe- 
rer · N ration; and yet with ſuch Life 
aſt, and Affection, as may exprels your 


Concern to have your Petitions 
Granted, and the word of God Re- 
parded. . Wa <a? 

Avicenna (as he is vulgarly cal- 
led) an Arabian Philoſopher, hath 
an excellent Diſcourſe upon this 
Subject, in the third part of his 
Met apbyſicks: Where having ſaid- 
that they who inſtruct the People, 
rea- ¶ ought to teach them Forms of Pray- 
and Mer, wherein to addreſs themſelves 
ion, 5 B 5 to 
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to God. He adds this Direction 
to them. As a Man uſes to prepare 
himſelf to come to the King, in puri- 
ty and cleanneſs; with graceful Lan- 
gnage, and an bumble Gravity: with 
à comely Deportment of Body; cea- 
fong from all diſorderly Motions there, 
as well as from perturbation of mind: 
fo it is fit there ſhould be Jandable Modu 
and Forms 7 ſerving God at all time; 
For. theſe do bigbly conduce to imprint 


on the minds of the People a ſenſe if 
the moſt high: and to confirm then 


in their Devotion to the Laws and 
Rules of Life. Which if they wer 
not preſerved by this ſolemn Comment 
ration; Men would quite forget in on 
or two Generations, Thus 1 find him 
quoted by Mr. Selden in his Com 
mem. in Emichii Origines, fol. 57. 
And he doth but expreſs the ſen: 
of the Ancient Chriſtians ; from 
whom the Mabometans derived that 
ſolemnity and ſeriouſneſs which 
they uſe in their Divine Service. 
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It is no ſmall part of the Study 


of Prieſts in the preſent Roman 


Church, to learn how to compoſe 
their Looks, and Geſtures, and 
Voices; in the ſeveral Offices 
which they are to perform. Which 
as it hath too much of the Thea- 
tre in it, fo that pains may all be 
ſpared , by poſſeſſing our Minds 
with a deep ſenſe and feeling of 
the Majeſty of God to whom we 


ſpeak; and of our great need of 


the things which we pray him to 
beſtow upon us. This will natural- 
ly compoſe our Countenatices, an 


regulate the tone of our Voice, 


and make us pronounce the Pray- 


ers as gracefully, as we would a 


Petition to the greateſt Majsfty on 
Earth. The Organs of Speech in- 
deed in ſeveral Men, are of a very 
different Frame and Figure; ſo that 
all cannot ſpeak no more than ſing 
alike: But ſome more harſh- 
ly, ſors more fiveetly. Yet an 
awful Senſe of God upon our 

- Minde, 
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Minds, and an hearty Love to 
him, would form every Man's 
Voice to as good an Accent, as 
his natural Capacity will per. 
mirc, , P 


SECT. IV. The next Office 
in our Liturgy, is The Order for the 
Adminiſtration of the Holy Commu- 
nion; which being the higheſt Du- 
ty of our Religion, that which is 
molt peculiar Chriſtian Worſhip ; 
the greateſt Care ought to be ta- 
ken about the due Performance of 
it. That is: 


I. Firſt of all you ought to in- 

vite your People to a frequent Par. 
ticipation of it. We are not told 
in Scripture how oft we are to do 
this in remembrance of our Savi- 
our: But when we conſider, that 
this is the end and intention of it, 
to Commemorate the wonderful 
Love of our Lord, in his Death and 
Paſſion for our ſakes, we rene 

1 thin 
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think fit to let there be a long 
time between one communion and 
another. Eſpecially when we con- 
ſider that the firſt Chriſtians, ic is 
manifeſt, met together every 
LORDS Day, atleaſt, to mag- 
nifie the mercy of God, in giving 
his only begotten Son to be our 
Redeemer ; and the inconceivea- 
ble love of the Son of God, in 
making himſelf an Offering for 
our Sins. This they thought their 
great buſineſs, when they aſſem- 
led together; ſo that our Aſſem- 
blies never look ſo like Chriſtian 


Aſſemblies, as when the Holy Com- 


munion is celebrated. 

2. In order to which frequent- 
ly open to your People, the Na- 
ture, Neceſſity, and the great Be- 
fits of communion with Chriſt, 
and one with another, in this Ho- 
ly Sacrament of Chriſts Body and 
Blood. Anſwer their Scruples , 
and remove their Objections: but 
eſpecially 'awaken them out — 

5 that 
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that lazy indifference wherein too 
many live; whether they live 
like Chriſtians or no. 

3. When the time is appointed 
for its Adminiſtration, warn them 
to prepare themſelves for it; and 
direct them how to do it: and 
require them who intend to par- 
take of it, to ſignifie their Names 
to you, at leaſt, ſometime the day 
before. So the firſt Rubrick be- 
fore the Order for Adminiſtring 
the Holy Communion, requires 
with great reaſon: becauſe you 
ought to have time to do what 
follows. | Ne 

4. If any Perſon in your Pa- 
rib, be a notorious evil liver, 
or have done any wrong to his 
Neighbours, either by word or 


deed, ſo that the Congregation 


be thereby offended, you ought, 
having knowledge thereof, to ad- 
moniſh him (as the next Rubrick 
dire&s) to amend his naughty Life; 
and not preſume to come to the 
= Tord 
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Lord's Table, till the Congregation 
be ſatisfied of his Repentance; and 
that he hath made ſuch a recom- 
penſe to thoſe he hath wrong d, as 
they accept of. The like is to be 
done when you perceive Malice 
and Hatred to reign among any 
of your Pariſh : endeavouring to 
bring them to a reconciliation ; 
before you faffer them to partake 
of the Holy Communion. 

5. And more than this, the 


Third Rabrick requires you, if 


theſe private endeavours have no 
effect, openly to repel ſuch Per- 
ſons from the Communion, if they 
offer themſelves to receive it, who 
will not be reconciled, nor reform- 
ed: giving notice of their obſti- 
nacy to the Ordinary, within the 


time there preſcribed. 


6. In the Adminiſtration of the 


Holy Communion, compoſe your 


ſelves, to the moſt ſerious and fo. 
lemn deportment, and perform 


every part of this moſt Chriſtian 


ſervice, 
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ſervice, with the higheſt degree 


of Devotion. So St. Fuſtin Mar- 
tzr tells us, in his Second Apolo- 
gy (wheie he gives an account 
of what was done in the Chri- 
ſtian Aſſemblies in his time) that 
Bread, Wine and Water , be- 
ing ſet before him that preſided, 
He ſendeth up Prayers and Thankſ- 
giving, Zen quratus aur, with all by 
Power, or Might, Which is an 
expreſſion that hath been much a- 
buſed by thoſe, who ſeparate from 
us, to prove that no forms of Pray- 
er were uſed in the Church in 
thoſe days: but he who officiated, 
conceived a Prayer of his own, as 
well as he was able. So they inter- 
pret that Phraſe Gy q,, wm : 
which is manifeſtly an expreſſion 
of that earneſtneſs of Devotion with 
which the Biſhop or Prieſt came 
to Conſecrate the Sacrament of 
Chriſt's Body and Blood. It be- 
ing a Phraſe very much uſed a- 


mong the Jews, when they * 
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oftheir Prayers; For their Ancient 
Doctors, have this ſaying among 
them (as our excellent Mr. Thorn- 
dike obſerves) Whoſcever ſaitb A- 
men WITH ALL HIS MIGHT, 
the gate of the Garden of Eden is 
opened to him : And Maimonides de- 
ſcribing their Morning Service 
uſeth the ſame form of Speech, 
The People anſwer, Amen: be bis 
great name Bleſſed for ever and ever, 
WITH ALL THEIR MIGHT : 
See Service of God at Religious Aſ- 
ſemblies, Chap, VII. To which may 
be added what we read in the A 
poſtolical Conſtitutions ; where there 
is a large Form of Thankſgiving 
at the Euchariſt, for all Gods Bleſ- 
ſings; Eſpecially in our Lord 
Chriſt, from his Incarnation to 
his Sufferings, Death 2nd Reſur- 
rection: And then it follows, 
Therefore being mindful of theſe 
things, which be ſuffered for us, We 
give Thee thanks, O Almighty God, 
* devy peihopsy dM" broy dureiſas d, 
nas 
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not ſo much as we ought, but as much Pr 
as we are able, Which exactly an- the 
ſwers to the dn ανν˙ ALL THE th 
MIGHT in Tuſtin Martyr, and | 04 
explains the meaning of it. 

But there have been ſo many |f a 
excellent Books written about the | ul 
Holy Communion, that I will en- || th 
large no further upon this Sub- F 
ject. ne 


SECT, V. In that Office there || w 
is a Rubrick directing where the || al 
Sermon is to come in: and there- || li 
fore I ſhall in the next place ſay ; 
ſomething to you concerning tt 
Preaching. Which is a Duty to be || A 
performed by every Prieſt, ac- || © 
cording to the Authority given Ip 
to him at his Ordination, in thoſe | C 
words, Take thou Authority to Preach te 
the Word of God, and to Mini ſter U 
the Holy Sacraments, in the Congre- 
gation, where thou ſhalt be lawfully | . 
| appointed thereunto : And the Pray- It 
| er made after the Ordaining of f 

Prieſts, 
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Prieſts, That God's Word ſpoken by 

their mouths, may have ſuch ſucceſs, 

that it may never be ſpoken in 

vain. | 2 
Nov to make it thus ſucceſsful 
a great many directions might be 
uſefully given, concerning both 
the Matter of Sermons, and their 
Form; their Stile alſo, and man- 
ner ok Delivery, with diſtinct Pro- 
nunciatiun, and ſuch like: into 
which if I ſhould launch out, they 
alone would be ſufficient to fill a 
little Book. I ſhall therefore on- 
ly briefly deſire you to conſider, 

ſtate and condition of your 
Auditory, and to ſuit your Diſ- 
courſes thereunto. Country Peo-- 
ple are not to be troubled with 
Controverſies and Diſputes 3 but 
to be plainly taught, what. to be- 
lieve and practice. 

1. Therefore endeavour to in- 
ſtruct and ſettle their minds in 
the Principles of Religion. And 
for this end ſtudy well the * 
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of Two Late Biſhops of CheFer. 
One of which (Dr. Wilkins) hath 
wrote a Treatiſe of Natural Reli- 
gion: and the other (Dr. Pierſon) 
hath given a full account of the 
Chriſtian, in his admirable Book 
upon the Apsſtles Creed. 

2. Eſpecially inſtruct them in 
the great Fundamental Article of 
our Religion, the Divinity of our 
Bleſſed Lord and Saviour; and of 
the Holy Ghoſt : ſhowing them 
how all our comfort is built upon 
this. And truly I look upon it as a 
fingular Providence of God, that 
he did not ſuffer thoſe Hereticks 
who now boldly ſtrike at this 
great Article of our Faith, to 
ſtart up in an ignorant Age ; but 
in a time when there are fo many 
able Men in the Church to beat 
them down. God hath furniſhed 
us with a great number of ſuch 
excellent Perſons, as have through- 
ly ſtudied the Holy Scriptures, 
and the Ancient Doctors of the 
| Church: 
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Church: And they who have not 
had opportunity to make ſuch 
improvement in Divine Know- 
ledge, may furniſh themſelves out 


of their Writings, which theſe He- 
reticks have occaſioned. Particu- 


larly out of the Biſhop of Wor- 


ceſters Diſcourſe about the Bleſſed 
Trinity; which is not long, but 
very full and ſatisfactory. 
3. Yet I muſt admoniſh you, 
when you find it neceſſary to diſ- 
courſe to your People upon this 
Subject, that you be mindful of 
His Majeſties late Injunctions; and 
not preſume to invent any new 
ways of explaining ſo ſublime a 
Myſtery, as the Holy Trinity, or 
uſe any other terms to exprels it, 
but ſuch as the Ancient Chriſtians 
uſed, and are in the Articles of our 
Religion, the Three Creeds, and 
our Liturgy. Which teach us, 
that our Bleſſed Saviour is the Son 
of God, in the higheſt and moſt 
proper ſenſ2 of theſe Words, by 
es Eternal 
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Eternal Generation. In like man- 
ner we are to believe that the 
Holy Ghoſt is God, proceeding 
from the Father and the Son. 
This may be evidently proved out 
of the Scriptures, wherein God 
hath thus far revealed his own moſt 
Bleſſed Nature, as well as his Mind 
2nd Will unto us. But how the 
Son is Begotten of the Father, and 
how the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from 
both he hath not revealed anto us 
(becauſe it is as incomprehenſible, as 
the Divine Eſſence is) and there- 
fore we muſt not adyenture to ſay 
any thing about it. For though 
we know that the Son is God, and 


the Holy Ghoſt is God, and yet there 


are not Three Gods, but one God in 
Three Perſons (becauſe the Holy 
Scriptures plainly. declare the Son 
to be a diſtinct Perſon from the 


Father, and the 07 Ghoſt from 
8 


both) yet what it is that makes 
the diftinion of the Perſon of 
the Son, from the Perſon of the 
1 Father, 
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Father, &c. that is not declared 
to us by God, who only knows 
it, and therefore is not to be en- 
quired into. Accordingly the Ho- 
ly Fachers ofthe Church frequent- 
ly admoniſh us to forbear ſuch 
enquiries, in that Memorable ſay- 
ing of theirs, m ms geh, Fila 
ſearch not into the manner, bow 
fuch things can be, but ſhun ſuch 
enquiries, For the manner of the 
Sons Generation, and the Holy 
Ghoſts Proceſſion, can be com- 
prehended by none but them- 
_—___- 

But ſuch things being let alone, 
as Out of our reach, let it be your 
buſineſs to eftabliſh the People in 
this greatTruth, that Jeſus Chriſt is 
really the Eternal Son of God, begot- 
ten of bim before all Worlds : By re. 
preſenting this to them as the great 


| ſupport of their Souls; which may 


lately rely upon one ſo mighty to 
ſave. For he who is perſwaded 
that our Saviour, « perfeõt God, as 


well 


33 * 


. 1 
42 
* 
: 
| 4 
In 
z 
} BY 
= © 
. 
+ Bs [1 
T: + 
: ' 
11 
1 
S |. 
3 my 
1 . 
= 
' 1: 
"8 
* 8 
3s WM 
'" 
1 
'S 
FF 
iS 
1. 
ö 
1 
1 
1 
1 
| ) 
4 
1" 
1 4 
F 
—_— 
1 
i 
= 
f 


om”, — Vo eo — — 


— —  — TY 


46 The Work of - 
well as perfe Man, can no more 
doubt of his Power to communi- 
cate all Divine Grace to us ; than 
he can doubt af the Vertue of his 
Sacrifice, to make ſatisfaction for 
our Sins, and work our Recon- 
ciliation with God: whereby 
whatloever might hinder his Di- 
vine Communications to us, is 
taken out of the way. We are ſure, 
if this be true, that he is an Ever- 
laſting Spring of. Divine Grace, 
to the whole World; would they 
but believe on him: Whereas it is 
inconceivable how any mere Crea- 
tures, ſhould be ſo highly exault- 
ed, as to be poſſeſſed of Omni- 
potence and Omniſcience; that is 
to be able to know all our needs, 
as well as to ſupply chem. Which 
it is eaſie for our Bleſſed Saviour 
to do, if he be the Eternal Son of 
Cod; Who hath taken out Nature 
into a perſonal Union with him- 


fel, - - 
4. Which 
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4- Which great truth being 
firmly eſtabliſhed in their belief, 
endeavour I beſeech you to im- 
prove it all you are able, to the 
amendment of their lives. Such 
an amazing love of God, ought to 
have a mighty effect upon us all; 
and will make a great change in 
us, if it be heartily believed, and 
preſſed home by ſerious conſide- 
ration. Let that therefore be the 
great buſineſs of your Preaching, 
to-reduce this and all other Chri- 


ſtian Truths, to Chriſtian Pra- 


ctice. Make them ſenſible what 
manner of Perſons they ought to 
be in all boly Converſation and God- 
lineſs (as St. Peter ſpeaks) being ſo 
nearly related to the Son of God. 
Whatſoever Sin you know them 
to be addicted unto, lay the hey- 
nouſneſs of it before them ; eſpe- 
cially after God hath loved us fo 
much, as to give his only begotten 
Son to redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purifie us to himſelf @ peculiar 

C People, 
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people xealous of good Works, What- 
ſoever duty you know them to neg- 
let, or to be remils in the perfor- 
mance of it, repreſent to them how 
dangerous it is todiſobey our Bleſſed 
Saviour, who hath made this the 
teſt of our love to him; that we 
keep his Commandments. Re- 
member them frequently of what 
he ſaid to his Diſciples, in his laſt 
| Diſcourſe he had with them, 
XV Jobs 14. N are my Friends, if 
Je do whatſoever I command you. 
5. Endeavour to convince their 
Judgment about theſe things, by 
clear Reaſons; and then to awa- 
ken their Affections by your Zeal 
and Fervour. And that will be 
excited in you, by an inward 
ſence and feeling in your own 
hearts, of that which you deliver 
to your People. It is an admira- 
ble obſervation of Eraſmus (in his 
Book De ratione Concionandi) upon 
thoſe words of our Saviour con- 
cerning Job the Baptiſt, V Jobn 
: | 
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35. He was a burning and a ſhining 


Lebt. ARDERE PRIUS EST, 


LUCERE POSTERIUS. 


To burn (with Zeal that is for God, 


and fervent affection to the Peo- 
ple) is the firſt thing ; and then we 
{ball ſhine, by Chriſtian inſtructions. 
Which will be faint and feeble, 


| if they do not proceed from an 


ardent Spirit, 

6. And there is very much in 
another thing of which the ſame 
great Man, put me in mind, in 
another part of his Works; Lib. V. 
Epiſt. 27. Where he tells Fadocus 
Jonas, Non parum ponderis adder. 
orations tux; fi que doces, pot iſſimum 
ex arcanis voluminihus baurias, ſ 
vita doctrinæ reſponderit ; fi docends 
Officium, nulla gleriæ, nulla quæſt us 
ſuſpitione witietur. It will add no 
mall weight to thy Sermons, if 
thou draw thoſe things that thou 
*tacheth chiefly out of the Holy 
* Scriptures; if thy life be.carrg- 
*ſpondent to thy Doctrine: and the 

ö C2 *Office 
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© Office of inſtructing, be tainted 
with no ſuſpition of vain glory, 
or worldly advantage. The 
proof of what you ſay out of the 
Holy Scriptures, rightly expound. 
ed and fitly apply'd, will certain- 
ly make it very powerful. For 
what is there that hath ſo much 
force in it; as the Authority of 
God ? All Believers have a great 
Teverence to his Word; which 
the Ancient Chriſtians thought 
the higheſt learning. Inſomuch 
that the Abyſimes (who retain 
much of the ancient Simplicity) 
are never fo pleaſed, as to hear the 
Word of God alledged ; and the 
more Scripture any Man hath in 
his Sermons, the more learned 
they elteem him. So Ludolpbus 
informs us in his late Hiforice Erhi- 
opica, Lib. III. Cap. V. N. 16. 
7. And there is nothing in the 
Holy Scripture that you ought to 
explain with _ care, or in- 
culcate more frequently, than the 
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the Miniftry. 51 
Covenant of Grace, which God 
hath made with us in Chriſt. The 
terms and conditions of which 
you ſhould endeavour to make 
your People thoroughly to under- 
ſtand; both on Gods part, and on 
their own: together wich the 
Mediator of this Covenant, and 
the means whereby he purchaſed. 
ſuch gracions Conditions of Sal- 
vation for us. 

But above all things we muſt 
take the greateſt care that our 
life, do not contradict our Do-. 
ctrine: forlit is not ſufficient that 
our Converſation in this World 
be innocent and unblameable, but 
we muſt endeavour to make it 
exemplary and uſeful : It mult be 
ſo ordered as to convince the Peo- 
ple that we firmly believe, the 
excellence of thoſe Vertues which 
we commend to them : and that 
our chief aim and deſign, is to 
ſave their Souls, This will pro- 
cure us love and eſteem ; and. 
8 C 3 make 
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make the People look upon us 
with Reverence, as Men of God. 
Our Office, which is indeed ve- 
Ty honourable, is not fufficient to 
ſecure us from contempt; if we 
act not according to it. Nay, men 
are prone to pry into our lives, to 
ſee if they can find a juſtification 
of their own evil Practices, by 
ours. Which is the argument that 
Vidorus Peleuſiota uſes to a Biſhop 
to be very cautious ( Lib, IV, 
Epiſt. 219.) zn am uubeio dg S 
7 yAwortly encive Canaris)as Ci. 
ecauſe his Life is ſcanned, and ſtrict. 
y examined, by a thouſand eyes and 
tongue. ; 

1 fhall fay nothing particnlar- 
Iy of our care to avoid, any tang 
of Vain Glory, and deſire of ap- 
plauſe in our Preaching; but con- 
clude this matter, with this plain 
admonition. That in an age fo 
degenerate, as that we now live 
in, we ought to give all diligence, 
to ſhine as Lights in the World, - 

5 5 
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the Miniſtry. 53 
well as to be harmleſs and blameleſs,. 
the Sons of God, without rebuke, in 
the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
Nation ; holding forth the Word of 
Life : by our examplary converſa- 
tion, that is, as well as by Preach- 
ing, II Philip. 15, 16. This St, Paul 
there makes the duty of all Chri- 
ſtians: but above all it concerns 
the Miniſters of Chriſt; whom he 
himſelf calls (V Mat. 13. 14) in a 
peculiar manner, the Salt of the 
Earth, and the Light of the World. 
And there never was greater need 


than now, that we ſhould ſtudy 


to ſeaſon Men, not only wich 
wholſome Doctrine, but an holy 
Example: that we may preſerve 
them from the Corruption, ubiob is 
in the World through lud. There 
is a moſt dangerous patrefact ion 
of manners (as 1 may call it) 
which hath ſo unive-{iily ſpread 
among us, that I look upon the 
Nation as loſt, if we jhould /ofe 
our Sav@ur.. Nothing can then 
Ga 3 
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preſerve it from utter ruin and 
deſtruction. And therefore let us 
diſtinguiſh our ſelves from others, 
by our diligence in our calling, by 
our exemplary Piety and Holi- 

neſs ; that if it be poſſible, we 


may ſave our Nation from periſh 
ing. | 


SECT. VI. The next Office 
wherein you are concerned, is the 
Miniftration of Baptiſm of Infants. 
Concerning which 1 ſhall only 
briefly admoniſh you of theſe 

things following, ” 


1. Firſt, that it is your duty to 
inſtruct your People frequently, 
in the nature of this Sacrament: 
that they may not imagine it an 
indifferent thing whether their 
Children be Baptized or no; nor 
bring them careleſsly to the Font, 
as an old Ceremony that hath 
been long ufed in the Church: 
But they may loo upon it a5, - 
ny | "ng 
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deed it is, a folemn dedication of 
their Children to Chriſt, and 
their entrance into the Covenant 
of Grace; which they ſtand 
bound ſacredly to keep. And 
conſequently call upon them of- 


ten to conſider their Children af. 


ter this, as Chriſt's Children; by 


| Whom they are regenerate and 


boru again: and therefore ought 
to be carefully brought up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
VI Epbeſ. 4. 

2. More particularly put them 
in mind that in Baptiſm a folemn . 
profeſſion is made of belief in the 
Bleſſed Trinity: that is of God, in 
Three Perſons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Gboſt : Unto whole Service we are 
there devoted. For it is no frivilous 
obſervation of I beopbylact upon thoſe 
Words of ourSaviour, XX VIII Mat. 
19. Go and teach all Nations, baptizing. 
them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
That is dm eis mw ö viudla dan eit 


% 


C 5 1 


56 The Wort of 
T0 oyoue 3 he does not ſay, Baptiſe 
them into the Names, but into the 
Name of the Father, Son, and Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. For though they be 
three, yet their Name, wiz. » 92 
Ns, Their Godhead is but one, as he 
there explains it, One God in 
three Perſons, of whoſe Love and 
Favour we are aſſured in Baptiſm : 
and ſhould value it above all the Ri- 
ches in the World. 

3. And therefore admonifh them 
what care they ought to take to give 
up their Children, as ſoon as they 
can to this Bleſſed Trinity : That 
they may be under their Care, and 

artake of the Grace of our Lord 
2 Chriſt, and of the Love of God, 
and the Communion, or Communi- 
cation, of the Holy Gboſt,as St. Paul 
ſpeaks, 2 Corinth, XIII. 14. And 
the fir/# Rubrick before the Office 
for private Baptiſm directs them to 

- admoniſh'thePeople often, that they 
defer not the Baptiſm of their Chil- 
dren, longerthan the firſt or. Second 

Sunday 
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Sunday next after their birth, or other 

Holy-day falling between; unlels 

upon a great and reaſonable Cauſe 

to be approved by you. 

4. Next of all you are bound by the 

following Rubrick, to warn chem, 
that without great Cauſe and Ne- 

ceflity, they procure not their Chil- 

dren to be Baptized at home in 

their Houſes. The reaſon of which 
is given in the ff Rubrick before 
the Office of Public Baptiſm, which 

ſets forth the convenience of admi- 

niſtring Baptiſm, only upon Sun- 

days or other Holy-days, when the 

moſt number of People come to- 

gether : Firſt, For that the Con- 

gregation there preſent may teſti- 

fy thereceiving of ſuch as be new- 


Chriſt's Church; and Secondly, that 
every Man preſent may be put in 
remembrance of his own Profeſſi- 
on made to God in his Baptiſm. 
Which areſach wiſe and holy Rea- 
ſons, that every Man of Conſci-- 
„ ence, 
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ence, who is Conſiderate, will yield 
unto them. 5 
5. Adviſe Parents alſo about the 
Choice of Godfather and Godmo- 
thers, and of the uſefulneſs of them. 
Firſt, about their Choice, that they 
be ſuch Perſons as have a ſenſe of 
Religion and underſtand it; and 
| will take ſome care, it may. be ho- 
| ped, of their Children, if they 
| themſelves ſhould die before they 
de grown up. It is ſuppoſed that as 
long as Parents live, they will put 
| their Children in mind of their 
Vow in Baptiſm : which is the rea- 
| ſon that no new Obligation, beſides 
| that they have already, is laid upon 
them, by making them Sureties for 
their Children. But without this 
ſolemn undertaking for them, other 
Nen would not be fo ready to aſ- 
ſiſt them, and look after their Edu- 
| cation; as it is to be hoped this will 
make them. Which ſhows the o- 
| ther thing; the »/efaineſs of this In- 
| ſtitution; Which in the beginning 
| Fee 0 


1K << 8% 
=_ SS 
SB 1 
323 < — > > 
— 8 1 > 8 oy 
* Eh 


the Miniſtry. 59 
of our Religion, was in a manner 
abſolutely neceſſary. For when 
Parents were ſometimes ſnatch'd on 
a ſudden from their Children, by 
bloody Perſecutors: They might 
have been brought up in Paganiſm, 
if theſe Spiritual Parents had not 
been engaged to look after them, 
and inſtil Chriſtian Principles into 
me --- | 

6. You give a charge, after Bap- 
tiſm, to the Codfathers and God- 
mothers, that they take care, the 
Child be brought to the Biſhop to 

be confirmed by him, ſo ſoon as 
he is fit for it: And therefore you 
would do well to remember them, 
as you have opportunity, of this 
part of their Duty; and in order 
to it to ſee they be inſtructed inthe 
Church-Catechiſm let forth for that 
purpoſe. _ 


SECT. VII. Which is the 
next part of your care diligently, 
upon Sundays, and Holy-days, to 
EP. inſtru 
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inſtruct and ex imine openly in the 
Church, ſo many of the Children 
of your Pariſh ſent unto yeu, as 
you thall think convenient, in ſome 
part of the CATECHISM. They 
are the very words of the fir/# Ru- 
brick, in the end of that Office 
where, in the next Rubrick, Fa- 
thers, Mothers, Maſters,and Dames, 
are ordered to caule their Children, 
Servants, and Prentices (which 
have not learnt their Catechiſm) to 
come to the Church at the time ap- 
pointed, and obediently to hear 
and to be ordered by you, till they 
have learned all that is appointed 
in the Catecbiſm for them to learn. 
It is to be hoped they will do this, 
jf you call upon them, and beſeech 
them to take care of it: letting 
them know that you are ready and 
deſirous to perform your Duty, if 
they will do theirs. 

And mark, I beſeech you, what 
is required of you, not only to ex- 
amine the Children inthe Cateebiſim, 

(that 
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(that is, to ask them the queſtions, 
and receive their anſwers) but to 
inſtruc} them therein; that is, teach 
them the meaning, and make them 
underſtand the weight of every 
word. If you would ſpend a 
quarter of an Hour, in this exerciſe 
all the Summer long, when the days 
are long, at Evening Prayer, after 
the Second Leſſon (as the Rubrick 
appoints) it would be of wonder- 
ful uſe both to your ſelves, and to 
your People. I ſay to your ſelves 
as well as the Pariſh : becauſe it 
would put you upon Conſidering, 
Collecting and Digeſting, ſuch pro- 
per places of Scripture as relate to 
every Article of the Creed, andto 
the Commandments, and to all o: 
ther parts of the Catechiſm. And 
upon ſtudying alſo and framing the 

plaineſt and cleareſt Explications , 
and Illuſtrations of every Point; 


couched in fo few words, that they 


might eaſily be carried away and 
remembred, Which being _ 
| wel 
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well done, it would ſerve you All 
yourLite: The ſame thing being 
to be repeated over and over again 
every Year. For I ſuppoſe you 
may be able once a Year to go 
through the whole Catechiſm : 
Which would certainly edify your 
People very much,and make them 
more capable to underſtand your 
Sermons, by having a clear Noti- 
on of many Terms,which you have 
conſtant occaſion to uſe in them. 
It would bring People alſo to Church 
in the Afternoon : For they would 
ſoon perceive this ſhort Inſtruction 
tobe as uſeful as any Sermon. And 
conſequently they would obſerve 
the Lord's-day better : For I can- 
not but think, that many would 
by this means, have your Explica- 
tion of the Catechiſm by Heart; 
and be able to inſtruct their Chil- 
dren again at home. 

I ſhall quicken you to this, by 
what I find was done about it in 
the Reign of King James J. 1 

Y ent 
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ſent ſtrict Orders to the Arch-Bi- 
ſhop of Canterbury, both concern- 
ing Preaching and Catecbiſing; eſpe- 
cially the latter: Which he would 
have by all means continued in tbe 
Afternoon, according to the former cu- 
ſtom in England (ſo his words are) 
which it ſeems then began to be 

diſuſed. And of this the Lord 
Keeper Williams ſaith the King was 
ſo deſirous, that he declared, If bs 
Biſhops would not take care that it 
ſhould be done,be would recommend it to 
the care of the Civil Magiſtrate. And 
in a Letter to the Biſhop of London, 
he tells him the reaſon of all this. 
He ſaw many going away to Popery; 
or Anabaptiſm, or other points of Se- 
paration, and: conſidering with much 
admiration, what ſhould be the cauſe 
of it (eſpecially fince be oppoſed both 
ſo much himſelf) he could think of 
none in greater probability, than the 
lightneſs, affectedneſi, and unprofitable- 
neſs, of that kind of Preaching, which 
bad of late Years been much raken up 
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in Court, Ini verſuy, and Country. The 
uſual ſcope of very many Preachers le. 
ing noted to be ſoaring up in points of 
Divinity, too deep for the Capacity of 
the People; or the muſtering up a great 
deal of reading ; or the diſplaying of 
their own Mit; or an ignorant med - 
ling with Civil Matters ; or the vent- 
ing their own Diſtaſts, &c. So the 
People being bred up with thu kind f 
teaching, and never inſtructed in the 
CATECHETICAL and Funda- 
mental Points of Religion, were eaſi - 

led afide from their Religion, either 

Papiſts, or Anabapti fis, or other 
Se&aries, This I find in the Caba- 
laof Letters, p. 112. which is ne- 
cellary to be conſidered now: Be- 
cauſe ſince that time, the Explica- 
tion of the Catechiſm in the Af. 
ternoons hath been much neglect- 
ed ; unto which we have reaſon to 
impute the inſtability of many Souls 
in their Religion. 


SECT. 


The Work of 65 


SECT. VIII. When the Chil- 
| dren of your Pariſh are throughly 
inſtructed in the Church-Cate- 
chiſm, and are come to a competent 
Ape, (as the words of the third Ru- 
brick ate, in the end of that Office) 
you are to take care that they be 
brought to the Biſhop, to be Con- 
frmed by bim. 

No ſuch little Children as are 
commonly preſented to the Biſhop, 
cannot be thought to be of a com- 
petent Age. Which is explained, 
both in the Title of the Order of 
Confirmation, and the Preface to it, 
to ſignify ſuch as are come to years of 
Diſcretion, That is, to underſtand 
what they do; and conſent to re- 
new the ſolemn Promiſe and Vow, 
that was made in their Name at 
their Baptiſm, ratify ing and con- 
fir ming the ſame in their on Per- 
ſons, and acknowledging themſelves 
bound to believe and do what their 
Godfathers and Godmothers un- 
det took for them. 4 

Fre | 5 
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As you are bound therefore, (by 
the lat Rubrick, at the end of the 
Catechiſm) when the Biſhop gives 

notice of his intention to Confirm, 
either to bring or ſend in Writing, 
| with your Hands Subſci ibed there- 

| . unto, the Names of all ſuch Per- 

ll ſons within your Pariſh, as you ſhall 
| 


think fit to be Preſented to him to 

be Confirmed : So I beſeech you 

take care you ſet down the Names 

of none, but ſuch as have a ſenſe 

that they take upon themſelves an 
Obligation, to keep their Vow in 
Baptiſm; and are reſolved to do 

[ their Duty toward: God, and to- 
| wards their Neighbonr, as they have 

2 been taught in their Catechiſm, 

In ſhort, I think none ripe to 
be Confirmed, but ſuch as are fit 
and diſpoſed, immediately after it, 
to receive the Holy Communion of 
Chriſt's Body and Blood. Our 
Church ſeems to ſignify ſo much, 
when in the end of chis Office it 
Ordains, That none be admitted to 
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to the Holy Communion , until ſuch 
time as be be Confirmed, or be ready 
and deſirous to be Confirmed. One 
of theſe is plainly here. made, a 
Preparation for the other : And 
as none ſhould be admitted to the 
Communion till they be Confirm- 
ed; fo being Confirmed (or ready 
for it, and deſirous of it) I take it 
none are tobe refuſed the Commu- 
nion. 

It is of the greateſt Concernment 
therefore, that young People be diſ- 
creet and ſerious before they be 
brought to be Confirmed. Of the 
Neceflity of which King James 
before-mentioned, was as ſenſible, 
as he was of the Neceſſity of Ca- 
techetical Inſtruction. For his 
Son (who was afterwards King 
Charles the Martyr) was not Con- 
firmed till the thirteenth year of his 
Age. Then he was Confirmed on 
Eaſter Monday, 1613. in Mbiteball- 
Chappel, after a long and ſtrict Ex- 
amination by the Arch-bilhop of 

oh Canterbury, 
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Canterbury, and the Biſhop of Bath 
and Wells, as Dr. George Hackwell, 
who was an Ear-witneß of the Sa- 

tisfaction he gave, tells us in a lit- 

tle Tractate he wrote upon that 

a Occaſion, concerning Confirmati- 

ji ON, E 
| I conclude this Section with 

| theſe remarkable Words of a fa- 
1 mous Divine of our Church, Dr. 

il Fackſon, in his X Book upon the 

1 Creed, Chap. 50. (which I have 

1 mentioned, with a great deal more 

l upon this Subject, in a little Book 

about Baptiſm, near Forty Years 
ago) Whether the ſolemn Baptizing 
of all Infants, which arethe Children 
of preſumed Cbriftian Parents, tbrougb- 

out this Kingdom, without ſolemn A- 

ſtipulation, bat they ſball at years of 

Diſcretion, perſonally ratify their Vow 

in Baptiſm in Publick, in ſuch man- 

wer as the Church requires, be not ra- 
ther more lawful or tolerable, than ex- 
pedient, I lade with all ſubmiſſion, to 
the conſideration of higher _— 
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In like manner may I be bold to 
put this Queſtion , Whether it be 
to any purpoſe to admit thoſe to 


this ſolemn Act of Ratify ing arid 


Confirming their Vow in Baptiſm, 
who are not arrived at ſuch Tears 
of Diſcretion, as underitandingly 
to conſent thereunto, and to re- 
member it all the Days of their 
Life. For I fear many have been 
Confirmed, who have no more Me- 
mory of what they then did; than 
they have of what was done to 
them in Bapriſm. 


SE CT. IX. The next Office 
wherein you are Concerned, is the 
Solemnization of Matrimony. Which 
though it be not a Sacrament, yet 
is ſuch an Holy State, that as there 
is the greateſt reaſon it ſhould be 
ſolemnized with publick Rites and 
Forms by the Miniſters of Chriſt; 
ſo they ought to take care to per- 
form it ina very ſolemn manner. 


It 
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It may be demonſtrated , that 
no Marriage anciently was ever 
made among Chriſtians, which the 
Church did not allow: and the 
Benediction of Marriage by the 
Prieſt was a ſign of that allowance. 
Nay among the Jews it is manifeſt 
from the Story of Boaz and Ruth, 
that Marriage was Celebrated be- 
fore the Elders. IV Rath 11. And 
Epiphanias was of Opinion, that 
our Lord was invited to the Mar. 
riage of Cana in Galilee; that, as a 
Prophet he might bleſs the Marri- 
ape. | 
And therefore it ought to be 
lebrated in the Church, in 
as publick a manner as may be; 
and with ſuch Gravity and ferioul- 
neſs , as becomes the Place, and 
the Prieſtly Function, and the 
State it (ſelf, which is Holy and Ho- 
nourable. In order to this, the 
People are to be inſtructed often, 
with what Advice, Deliberation 
and Reverence, ſuch a weighty 

| Matter, 
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matter, is to be undertaken. Of 
which they are excellently admo- 
niſhed in our Liturgy at the time 
of Marriage: and ſhould be ad- 
moniſhed before-hand, that they 
may not lightly or wantonly en- 
terpriſe it, but diſcreetly ſoberly, 
and in the fear of God, 

For the better ſecurity of this, 
keep ſtrictly to LXII Canon, which 
requires you to marry none ex- 
cept the Banns of Matrimony 


have been firſt Publiſhed in time 


of Divine Service, three ſeveral 
Sundays, or Holy-days: Or a Li- 
cenſe have been obtained to do it 
without, according to the Canons 
C. CI. CII. CHI. Which moſt reaſo- 
nably conſtitute, that non be 
Married either with Licenſe, or 
after Banns Puiiſhed, under the 
Age of One and Twenty Years com- 
pleat, without the conſent of their 
Parents, or of their Guardians and 
Governours, if their Parents be 
deceaſed. 5 


D Remem- 
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Remember alſo that Marriage 
is to be celebrated publickly in the 
Pariſn Church or Chappel, where 
one of the Parties dwellech, and 
in no other place, and that between 
the hours of Eight and Twelve inthe 
Forenoon, For which reaſon care is 
taken by the Second Rubrick in 
the Office of Matrimony, that if 
the Perſons that are to be Married 
dwell in divers Pariſhes, the 
Banns muſt be asked in both Pa- 
riſhes ; and the Curate of the One 


Pariſh ſhall not Solemnize Matri- 


mony betwixt them,without a Cer- 
tificate of the Banns being thrice 
asked, from the Curate of the o- 
ther Pariſh F 

Theſe Laws are the more Sa- 
credly to be obſerved, becauſe they 
are for the preſervation of Human 
Society. Which made Plato ſay in 
the beginning of his Book de Legibus, 
that the Tapunot 76 5 the Laws 
for the regulating Marriage, ſnould 
be the very firſt, which a Law- 

| giver 
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> ÞD giver ſhould eſtabliſh : becauſe the 
2 | Propagation of Mankind is the 
e | ſupport of Cities and Kingdoms: 
d of which if due care be not taken, 
2 all other Laws are in Vain. 
Je This very conſideration , that 
is Marriage is Seminarium generis bu- 
in mani (as Tertullian calls it Lib. 1. 
it d Uxorem Cap. 2.) was ſufficient 
to make our Church fo very cau- 
Ne tious in its Conſtitutions about 
a- this important affair: that thoſe 
ne many miſchiefs might. be prevent- 
i- Jed, which have inſued, from the 
negle& of them in many places. 
Which have been no leſs than in- 
ceſtuous Mixtures: together with 
the ruin of ſeveral Families, great 
grief of Parents, by the diſobedi- 
ence of their Children: which 
hath quite alienated their Affecti- 
ons one from another: not to 
mention the contempt and re- 
proach it hath brought upon thoſe 
of the Clergy or others, that have 
had a hand in theſe irregular a- 
tions, D 2 1 


. 
2 &t EL 
2 


74 The Work of 

I queſtion not but all imagina- 
ble care will be taken in my Dio- 
ceſs, that no Licenſe be granted, 
but according to the Canon: and, 
none of My Clergy I perſwade my 
felf, can be ſo mean, as to let a 
little Money prevail with them to 
diſhonour their Holy Calling, by 
violating thoſe Wiſe and Pious Þ 
Conſticutions of our Church,which 
they have (worn, as I take it, to 
obſerve, in their Oath of Canoni- 
cal Obedience. 


_ SECT. X. The next Office 
which follows in our Liturgy, is 
that of Viſitation of the Sick; which 
ought to be attended very ſeri- 
ouſly ; as much, if not more than 
any elſe. For Men are never fo 
ſenſible of the everlaſting concerns 
of their Souls, as they are when 
they lye on a ſick Bed. If they 
had no thought of God before, no 
reflections on their ways; they 
can ſcarce ayoid them, in that 

Co- 


the Miniſtry. 75 
condition. Pliny tells us, he learnt 
this by the Sickneſs of a Friend 
of his, Optimos nos efſe, dum infir- 
mi ſumus, that we are then the 
beſt Men, when we are fick, 
Read a moſt pichy Epiſtle of his, 
which is wholly upon this Subject. 
Lib. VII. Epiſt. XXVI. Where a- 
mong other things he tells Maxi- 
mus (to whom it is directed) 
then a Man remembers that 
"there are Gods (that you know is 
"the Pagan Language) and that 
'he bimfel is but a Man. Then 
* he envies no Man; admires no 
Man; deſpiſes no Man; Riches 
" ſignitie nothing to him, nor Ho- 
*nours ; Luſt is extinguiſhed, &c. 
"all that he deſires is, that he may 
"recover his Health, purpoſing 
*then to lead an innocent and 
happy Life. So that whatſoever 
* Philoſophers indeavour to teach 
in many words and many Vo- 
* lumes; that I may teach thee 
and my ſelf in this ſhort Precept: 
D 3 *Ut 
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© Ut tales eſſe ſani perſeveremar, qua- 
* les nos futuros profitemur infirmi, that 
* we continue ſuch when we are 
© well, as we promiſe to be when 


wwe are fick. So he concludes that 


Epiſtle. 

By which you cannot but ſee 
what an opportunity the Sicknels 
of any of your Pariſhoners affords 
you, to help forward the Salvation 
of their Souls, by your Prayers, 
Inſtructions, and Exhortations : 
when they are moſt diſpoſed to 


receive them, and to bs tenderly 


affected with them. Do not ſtay 
therefore till notice be ſent you 
by thoſe about them, of any ones 
Sicknels (for they are too apt to 
defer it, till there be no hope ol 
liſe left) hut when you hear of it, 
repair to ſuch Perſons, and apply 
your ſelves to them in fuch dil- 
courſes as are proper to their con- 
dition. | 

Examine them, as the Office 
directs, about their belief in _ 

| | an 
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and in :fas Chriſt, and all the 
reſt of t. Articles of the Chriſti- 
an Faith. f they have led a bad 
Life, contrary to their belief, re- 
preſent to them how highly it 
concerns them to repent, and re- 
ſolve to become new Men. Bid 
them coniider how much they 
have neglected God, and his Di- 
vine Service (which is a common 
Sin) and alſo what wrong they 
have done to any of their Neigh- 
bours ; that they may make them 
what Satisfaction they are able. 
If they have lived in moſt things 
regularly, but been negligent in 
ſome Duties; comfort and ſupport 
them with this perſwaſion, that 


God hath ſent this Sickneſs to per- 


te& what was wanting in them. 
As for ſuch as have led truly Pi- 
ous Lives, void of Offence to- 
wards God and towards Man , 


they are to be ſtrengthened with 


all the Conſolations that are in 
Chriſt ; and raiſed in their hope 
.' of 
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of Remiſſion of Sin and Eternal 
Life, which will baniſh all fear of 
Death. By this means not only 
the ſick Perſon may receive great 
Benefit; but all the By-ſtanders 
alſo, who hear your Diſcourſe: 
Which may raiſe ſuch a ſenſe of 
things in you, as will much im- 
prove your ſelves. 
And here I ſhall admoniſh you 
only of one thing more, leaving 
you to the directions in the Ol. 
fice, for the reſt : That Abſolution 
of Penitents, is a thing of great 
moment; which may alone be 
ſufficient to convince you both of 

the Dignity, and the Difficulty of 
your Holy Function. For what | 
an high Honour is it to be made 
a Judge of the ſtate of Mens Im- 
mortal Souls, and to pronounce a 
Sentence upon them, according as 
you find them, upon Examinati- 
on? But how induitriouſly then 
ought you to Jibour to un- 
detſtand the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
where- 
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whereby you are to Judge ; that 
you may not paſs a wrong Sen- 
tance, through ignorance of the 
Conditions of Salvation by Chriſt ? 
Whoſe promiſes are made plainly 
to an Holy Life, which if it hath 
not been minded, till a Man come 
to die; let him not deſpair of 
God's Mercy, but take heed how 
you abſolve him in his Nataez 
For we can make no certain judg- 
ment of Men, by what they re- 
ſolve in their Sickneſs, when they 
have no Temptation to run on in 
their former Wicked courſe of 
Life: but muſt ſtay to fee how 
they will keep their Reſolutions, 
which they too often break, when 
they are well. If they do not live 
to give a proof of their Sincerity, 
God notwithſtanding, who knows 
the Secrets of all Hearts, if he ſee: 


them to bs ſincere, and that they 


would be ſtedfaſt, ſhould they 
have recover'd their Health, will 
undoubtedly abſolve them, though 

Ds they. 
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they depart the World without our 
Abſolution. In ſhort, this may 
well (as the Pythagoræans were 
wont to admoniſh their Schollars) 
i make, you reverence your ſelves, 10 
as to live up to this Dignity and 
high Authority, he hath commit- 
ted to you: and this very Power, 
if you uſe it well, will pro zure 
you reverence from others, who un- 
derſtand any thing of Religion. 
At the end of this Office, is an- 
nexed the Order of Adminiſtring 
the Communion to the Sick: which 
Mr. Calvin himſelf thinks (though 
it was not the uſage of Geneva) 
ſhould not be deny'd to them, if 
they defired it, and underſtood 
what they did, and were diſpoſed 
with ſolemn Reſolutions torenew 
their Covenant with Chriſt. But 
timely notice ought to be given of 
this deſire, with a ſignification how 
many there are to communicate 
with the Sick Perſon, which muſt 
be three or two at the leaſt ; 2 
e 
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leſs it be in the time of a Plague ; 
or other Contagious Diſeaſe, when 
the Miniſter may Communicate 
with him alone. : 


SECT. XI. Concerning the 
next thing in our Liturgy, which 
is The Order for the Burial of the 
DEAD, there needs not much 
to be ſaid. But that commonly 
Men and Women are apt to be 
very ſerious, when they ſee their 
Friends and Neighbours laid in 
their Graves: and therefore what 
you are then ordered to ſay either, 
when you meet the Corps, or in 
the Charch, or at the Grave, ſhould 
be pronounced with great Gra- 
vity, Earneſtneſs, and Affection; 
that the Hearts of thoſe who are 
preſent may be moved with it. 
If you are deſired to come to the 
Houſe of the Deceaſed, and 
thence to accompany the Corps to 
the Grave, you may have an op- 
portunity to put thoſe in * 

| who 


— 
I "Sr oa TT Ree AR" = f — rr 


2 —-— 


— — —- — 
_— 


NR” YO OG ogy OO ooo eo — 
= * PIES * . — 


y—_ 


2 — — 
= — — 
— — 


$2 The Work of 


who fit near to you, of prepa- 
ration for Death; which ſhould 
never be out of our thoughts, but 
then eſpecially be ſenſibly reflect. 
ed on, when we have a Spectacle 
of Mortality before our Eyes. 
Who was as ſtrong and healthy 
peihaps as any there preſent ; and 
yet on a ſudden ſnatch'd away. 
Such things piouſly repreſented, 
are apt, (for the preſent at leaſt) 
to touch Mens Hearts, and make 
deep impreſſions there. 


SECT. XII. Of the Churching 
of Women, after Child-birth, I ſhall 
ſay only this: that the Firſt Ra- 
brick directs that the Woman, at 
the uſual time after Delivery, ſhall 
come into the Church decently 
Apparelled, and there kneel down 
in ſome convenient place, as bath 
been accuſtomed, Now the ac- 
cuſtomed place (ic appears by our 
Old Common. Prayer Book before 
the Reſtauration) was nigb to the 

| | Commu- 
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1 Communion Table. To put her in 
d mind I ſuppoſe, that ſhe ſhould 
it take the next opportunity, to re- 
t- ceive the Holy Communion: if 
le there be none that day, when the 
8. laſt Rubrick declares, it is conve- 
y | nient ſhe ſhould partake of it. 
<4 | Unto this therefore you are to Ex- 
y. hort her, that ſhe may perfe& 
d, | her acknowledgments of Gods 
}) | goodneſs; by the higheit Thank/- 
ce giving the Church can offer; and 
which is proper and peculiar to 
Chciſtian People. 


SECT, XIII. The lait Office 
wherein you are concerned, is 
the Reading the Commination , 
which is to be done bur once a 
Year, on the firſt day of Lent : 
though the Prayers then appoint- 
ed are to be uſed at other times, 
as the Ordinary ſhall ' appoint. 
This if done ſolemnly, though it 
ſeem a thing of no great labour; 
yet might have a great effect. For 

every 
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every one knows (or ought to 
know) that the Lent Faſt was In- 
ſtituted, to be a time of Repen- 
tance: and to bring Men to it, 
what can be more effeAual than 
this Denanciation of God's Anger 
and Fudgments againſt Sinners ; 
with moſt comfortable aſſurances 
of Grace and Mercy to the Peni- 

tent ? | 

I know it is hard, as the World 
goes, to get a Congregation to- 
gether, upon that day; when 
this is required to be read in the 
Church. You may therefore read 
it on the Fir} Sunday in Lent; 
and then put the Senſe of it into 
your Sermon : where it may be 
proper to preſs them to weigh e- 
very part of it diſtinctly. And in 
order to it, remove that fooliſh 
Objection, which I have heard 
ſome have in their Mouths, that 
they cannot endure to Curſe their 
Neighbours: by ſhowing them 
plainly, that they are not the 
Curles 


J EY R T I 
2 PI 


the Miniſtry, 85 
Curſes of the People, but of God 
himſelf, which he hath denounced 
againſt Sinners. To which when 
the People are ordered to ſay 
AMEN, they only conſent to the 
truth of that which God faith. 
The very Offce teaches this, when 


it declares the end of reading 


thoſe Curſes gathered out of the 
XXVII of Deuteronomy and other 
places of Scripture, and the Peo- 
ples ſaying Amen to them ; that 
they may flee from ſuch vices, for 
which they affirm with their own 
mouth the Curſe of God to be due. 
And repreſent to them alſo, that 
whether they will affirm theſe 
Curſes to be due, or no; they 
will fall upon them, if they be 
ſuch Sinners as are there named : 
and the ſooner, becauſe they refuſe 
to ſay Amen to the Words of 
God : that is affirm what he 


affirms, who is the Faithful and the 
True. | | 


This 
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This Cavil being taken away, 
it will be eaſie to make them ſen- 
ſible, how uſeful it is for them to 
joyn with you in this Commina- 
tion: which may awaken drouſy 
Souls, to conſider and amend their 
evil doings ; that they may eſcape 
thoſe Jud gments that are threat- 
ned to them, which are unavoi- 
dable, if they go on ſtill in their 
Sins. | 
There was ſomething like this 
among the ancient Fews, who, at 
certain ſtated times, were wont to 
denounce a general Anathema , a- 
gainſt all the Hraelites, who know- 
ingly and willingly, violated ſuch 
and ſuch Laws. A Form of which 
Mr. Selden hath given us out of 
their Ritual, called Colbo, Lib. IV. 
De Jure Nat. & Gent. cap.7. This 
it is likely the Chriſtian Church 
thought fit to imitate ; not by de- 
nouncing a formal Anathema, but 
only by a ſolemn recital of the 
Threatnings in God's Laws, againſt 
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impenitent Sinners: And their af- 
firming the truth, and certainty of 
0 chem. Which in the Rowiſh Church 
came at laſt to ſuch an Anathema as 
I now mentioned in the Jewiſh Ri- 
tual : call'd, The greater Excommu: 
nication: which here in England 
| was denounced by every Biſhop 
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„twice a year; and by every Pariſh: bi 
ir Prieſt four times a year, againlt w 
„certain Perſons. A Form of which | i 
15 great Curſe, the ſame moſt Learned 14 
a Perſon hath given us, out of the Ji! 


Ritual, according to the uſe of the 
Church of Sarum, in his firſt Book 
+ e Sjnedric, Cap. X. where he ob: 
h ſerves that in the room of this our 
of firſt Reformers only ordered this 
7 Maledictory Commination (as he 
well ſtiles it) to be uſed once a 
h Year. 
ü In the beginning of which Com- 
mination there is mention made 
1 of a godly Diſcipline in the Primitive 
q Church, whereby ſuch Perſons as 
a ſtood Convicted of notorious ſins, 
Were 
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were in the beginning of Lent put 
to open Pennance. This Diſcipline 
we there wiſh might be reſtored a- 
gain; but ſeem to ſuppoſe, that 
for the preſent, we can only, in- 
ſtead of it, denounce God's anger and 
judgments againſ ſinners, and make 
them ſay Amen thereunto; where- 
by they may ſtand Convicted in 
their own Conſciences, that they 
are under the Curſe of God, and 
ſo be brought to Repentance. Had 
we not need then do this very feri: 
ouſly, if it be all that we can do 
of this kind? Yet let it be conſi- 
dered, whether we may not be a- 
ble to do ſomething more; if we 
will attempt it. For may not ſcan- 
dalous Perſons be more frequently 
preſented, than they are? May 
not private Admonitions, if not pub: 
lick, be more uſed? Let us not then 
think fit to do nothing, becauſe we 
cannot do all that we would. The 
right way to enlarge gur Authori- 
ty, (of the want of which we com- 
N plain) 
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plain) is to uſe that which we have 
uprightly and faithfully. That is, 
if we preſented none in the Eccle- 
fiaſtical Court, till private Applica- 
tions had been made to them, with 


ſeriouſneſs and earneſtneſs, unſuc- 
ceſsfully; and if it were done with · 


out reſpe& to Perſons, Parties, or 
Intereſts, we might bring our 
Courts into that juſt eſteem and 
credit, which they ought to 
have. | | 

- And having mentioned private 
Admonition, let me, in a few 
words, remember you, that at your 
Ordination, you promiſed to «ſe 
both publick and 
ons and exhortations, as well to the 
ſick, as to the whole within your Cures, 
as need ſhall require, and occafion 
ſhall be given, And perhaps more 
good might be done this way than 
any other; if it were done at fit» 
ting times, with as much ſecrecy 


as may be, and with apparent af- 


fection to them. In ſome Caſes 


per- 
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perhaps it may be done moſt effe- 
ctually, by Letter: which may be 
ſent, when you cannot have oppor- 
tunity to ſpeak to them. And here 
it may be proper to admoniſh you, 


that Diſſznters from our Church 


are thus to be dealt withal ; by 
ſome way of private Conference 
with them , not by Preaching 
againſt them,for they are not there 
to hear it. Our own People in- 
deed are by publick Diſcourſes, as 
well as otherways, to be confirm- 
ed and eſtabliſhed in our Commu- 
nion: But there is no way to re: 
duce them, but by private arguing 
with them. Which is not to be o- 
mitted ; becauſe the preſent act of 
Indulgence, doth not juſtify them 
in their ſeparation,but only ſuſpends 
the Puniſhments to which they 
were before liable. Still they are 
in a ſtate of Schiſm, out of which 
you ſhould endeavour to recover 
them, by kind Perſwaſions and Ar- 
guments, Which may work more 

« upon 
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upon them than all the Penalties 
formerly inflicted, which made them 
Angry, but did not Convert them. 

For the Concluſion of this part 
of my Treatiſe, I ſhould upon the 
mention of LEN:T have faid 
ſomething concerning that Faß, and 
other days of Faſting or Abſtinence, 
appointed by the Church, which 
if Men could be perſwaded to ob- 
ſerve, as times of Recollection, and 
Examination of themſelves, and 
Prayer, they would find great be- 
nefit thereby, to the encreaſe of 


Chriſtian Piety. I wrote a little 


Book about it in the beginning of 
the late Reign; which had the Ap- 
probation of my Superiours : But 
[ have not room to ſay more of it 
here. Nor of the Feſtivals which 
are ordered to be kept, in Com- 
memoration of great Bleſſings God 
bath beſtowed upon us. Of which 
you ſhould endeavour to make your 
People ſenſible z whereby they ma 
be induced to obſerve them wit 

| Religi 
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Religious Joy. Eſpecially the three 
chief Feſtivals, in memory of our 
Saviour's Nativity, Reſurrection, 
and the Coming of the Holy 
Gboſt. Wy 97; 
But it is time to proceed to the 
* _ this — which 
ropou in the inning: 
And I muſt be the — in 
it, becauſe I have been longer 


ed. 


a" 


in this, than I at firſt intend- 
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1 


ANT kk 
Aving laid before you the 
Duties both private and 
| publick, which belong to 
your Holy Function; I come 
now to tieat a little of the Spirit 


vbere with they ought to be Perform- 
ed, | 


SECT. I. And above all things 
you muit labour to poſſeſs your 
Hearts with a Spirit of Love to God, 


whoſe Servants you are, and who 


employs you in the moſt Glorious 


Work, in the World. A Spirit, I 
ay, of Love to God the Father, 
T bo hath ſent his Son to be the Sa. 


our of the World, and to God 
the Son, who loved the Church 
nd gave himſelf for it; and to 
od the Holy Gboſt, who hath, by 
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a peculiar Grace, ſeparated you 
from other Men, to Miniſter un- 
to Chriſt in his Church. Which 
was a Witneſs of what was ſaid to 
| you at your Ordination; Receive 

the Holy Ghoft, for the Office and 
Work of a Prieſt in the Church of 
God. Theſe were not empty 
words, nor mere lofty Expreflions, 
without any Power in them: But 
an effectual Prayer for the Holy 
Spiric of Grace, which was then 
conferred upon you. And ſhould 
mightily move you to ſerve the 
Church of Chriſt, in the love of the 
Spirit, as St. Paul ſpeaks, XV Rom.30. 

hat is, in the Love, which the 
Spirit of God inſpires you withal 
For, as he ſaith before in that Epi. 
ſtle V. 5. The love f God « ſhed 4 
broad in our Hearts, by the Holy Gho 
which is given unto #s. So we 
pray in the Hymn, which is re- 
cited at the Ordination of Prieſts. 
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Cane Holy Ghoſt, our Souls inflire, 
And lighten ws with Celeſtial fire. 
Thy bleſſed Un&ion from above, 


Is comfort; life; and fire of Love. 


Theſe are not vain words, if ſent 


up with ardent Affection to God, 
but-- procure for us the power of 
the Holy Spirit, to-enlighten, and 
enliven, and warm our Hearts 


with the Knowledge and Love of 
God our Saviour. Which Love we 
ſhould every day endeavour to ſtir 


up; by reflecting upon the won- 


derful Love of God the Father, 


don, and Holy Ghoſt unto. us. For 


lo St. Cbryſoftom notes upon thoſe = 


words of St. Paul, XV Rom. 30. 


He mentions the Love of the Spirit, 


mg jay 6, yorrds mano T9 u90- 
per, Y 6 mlt, ww 1h 70. v0 ue ; 
For as Chriſt and the Father bath loved 
the World, ſo bath the Spirit. Upon 
this Love we ought to reflect every 
Morning, and ponder it ſo long, 

. till 
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till we find it excite in us that Hea: 
wenly fire of Love to God; which 


we prayed for at our Ordina 


8 0 
HBeoar if we preſerve this Flame i in 
-our Hearts; it will make us cheer: 
ful as well as diligent,  reſtlels and 
unwearied in the work of the 
Lord. Nothing can us 
thorough it, like chis; an * 
der t ſo eaſy and ſueet to us: 
to. think we are g our peter 
God, in that Which he loves ani 
delights to have done; andito eel 
that every thing we do proceeds 
from love to him, and to his ſenvice. 
Our Saviour teaches us, hat 
this is the Principle by which all 
his Miaiſters'oughtito AR, in that 
"Queſtion Which he ass St. Rater, and 
rdpoaats thrice after his Reſuerecti 
on, Si mon Peter loveſſ it hon me? (XXI 
| —4 2 And in the com- 
follows upon his pro 
Kio tha ee Him, 


tale 
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take care of the Souls of Young 

| and Old, thatthey want not their 
proper Food. For they are fo 
dear to him (as Tbeopbylact there 
Notes) that he makes our care of 
em, to be the mark of our Affe 
tion to him; "The eis a⁰νννσ j an 
rr e νioy. For it is there - 
fore a certain token of our. Love 
to bim; becauſe it flows from thence 
35 from its Fountain and Spring. 
If we love him, we can never nep- 
let them. This will make us ſtu- 
dious and induſtrious to promote 
the Salvation of thoſe Souls whom 
Chriſt ſo dearly loved: It being 
the trueſt Expreſſion of our Love 
to Chriſt, So St. Chryſoſt om upon 
this place : Chriſt repeated chis ſo 
UN often , to ſhow us, 26% Je rege 
A dir damn, After what man- 
wr we ought chiefly to love him, by 
Jrating care of bx flock. Can any 
0 Man read this then and be negli 
"gent? No; not if he Love rhe 

Lord Feſus in Sincerity : who hath 
| E10  ” 
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bid him demonſtrate his Love, by 
feeding his Lambs and his Sheep. 
There are ſeveral other things, ſaith 
that great Father of the Church, 
Which may give us ſome Conf: 
dence towards God, nay make us 
Illuſtrious and Famous: But that 
which above all things wins us the fa- 
| wour of Heaven, 1, ij mpi Tos Nen 
vn xgeov ic, our tender care of our Neigh- 
bours. Which leads to the next 


thing; 


 __$SECT. II. Which is 4 fancere 
Love and Affection to the Souls f 
Men, which Chriſt hath redeemed 
with his precious Blood. If we 
make an eſtimate of them by the 
price which was paid for them, we 
cannot ſet too high a value upon 
them: And if we look upon them 
as invaluable Beings (purchaſed at 
ſo dear a rate) we ſhall do all we 
cen to fave them; and be exceed 
. ing fearful, leaſt any of them 
. 


% 
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ſhould be loſt through our Negli- 
_—_ 

Preſerve therefore, and keep a- 
lire in your Hearts, a Spirit of love 
to the Souls of Men; eſpecially to 
your Pariſhioners. And there 
is no way todothis like to the Con- 
ſideration, what it coſt to Redzem 
them; no leſs than the Blood of 
the Son of God : who demonſtra- 
ted thereby how precious they are 
in themſelves, and how dear to 
him. Beſtow a few thoughts up- 
on this every day, and it will be- 
get and continue in you the great- 
eſt Kindreſs, and tendereſt Com ; 
paſſion towards them: And that 
will move you to lay out your 
ſelves with the utmoſt Diligence, 
in all the Offices belonging to your 
Function. And this, both for his 
lake, and for theirs; that, he may ſee 
F the travel of bu Soul, and be ſa- 
tufied' (as the Prophet ſpeaks LIE - 
Ia. 11.) and that they may obtain 
the Salvation which s in Chrift Je- 
E 3 qa, | 


100 


io all the reſt of the Inſt ructions xliat 


_ excellent. But then he tells him, 
there is a far more ancient prophe- 


ty. and at once, not only to de- 


/ 
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fas, with Eternal Glory „ 2 Tin. 
88 | 

1 ſhall conclude what I have ſaid 
of theſe two things (a Spiris of love 
to God, and ta the Souls of Men) 
with a notable Diſcourſe of St. Au · 
ſtin s. Who in a Letter to Longi- 
Tian, à Pagan Philoſopher, re- 
members him of this faying of one 
of the Ancients, quibus ſatu perſua- 
ſum eſſet, ut nibil mallent mallet ſe eſſe, 
quam wiros bonos his reliquam facilem 
eſſe doctrinam; unto thoſe who were 
perſwaded fo far, as to deſire no- 
thing but to be made good: Men, 


Philoſophers could give them, 
would be very eaſy. - This he faith 
he took to be a ſaying of Socrates, 
which muſt be acknowleged to be 


ticab ſaying, which preceded this 
many ow » teaching Men briet- 


S8 S8 SFS S5 Bos Tort 272 32> eo 


fire nothing but to be made good 
o) 3 - Men 
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_ but alſo how they may be made 
| good, vie. Love the LORD 
thy God, with all thy heart, and with- 
all pt Soul, and with: all thy mind; 
and thy Neighbour as vby- ſelf. To 
him Who can be perſwaded to 
do this, Non ei reliquam facilem, ſed 
cam" tetam eſſe doctrinam duntaxat 
: nila falabrem. I do not lay as 
„ Socrates did, that all the reſt will 
„be eafy; but chat this is the 
n whole only -profitable and whole- 
te fome Doctrine; and there needs 
ono more. Epif. XX. 
| Keep this therefore perpetually 
in your Heart, which contains in 
it all things. elſe. Love the Lord 
your God, and love your Neigh- 
bour; and yau have done alt you 
need toda: for all is included in 
this: Von will not be want- 
ing in you Duty to either 
oa ap he if ee hearrily Lore 
t ay 555; Ml. #2 
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SECT. III. My next Advice 
ſhall he in the words of the bleſſed 
Apoſſle St. Paul, (who hath left us 
a. wonderful Example , of moſt 
tender affection to mens Souls, read 
1, Theſ.'2, 7, 8, 11.) Whatſoever je 
do, in word or deed, do all in the Name 
ef the Lord Feſu, giving thanks un- 
to God and the F, by bim. III 
Coloſſ. 17. That is, when you are 

going to perform any part of your 
Office, pray him to be preſent wit! 

you, and aſſiſt you. So St. Chryſs 
ſtom (and out of him TheoptylaF) 
Expounds the ſe words, in the Name 
of Cbriſt, aur xaxoy Conde, calling 
upon him to be thy Helper, Tools” 
bey aur te- Y bros dx Tay 
I, Fir making thy prayer to 
bim, and ſo go about thy buſineſs. 
When you put on your Surplice, 
for inſtance, think with your ſelves 
that you ate going to offer up the 

Prayers of the People to God, 4 

ru 125 1 8 ; the 
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the Name of Feſas Chrift : And 
then with what Solemnity , with 
what Reverence will you perform 
that Sacred Office? Eſpecially 
when you have beſought him to be 
with you, and believe that he i; nigh 
to all them that call upon him in 
Truth. In like manner when you 
go up into the Pulpit; conſider 
with your ſelves, that you are go- 
ing to ſpeak in the Name of Chriſt, 
unto his People; beleeching him 
to aſſiſt you, and to carry home 
the Truths you ſhall deliver to their 
Hearts and Conſciences. For dex 
terizzs loquentur cùm bominibus, qui 
pris. tota mente cum Deo fuerunt col-- 
locuti, as Eraſmus excellently ſpeaks, 
they will ſpeak with Men more 
dextrouſly, who have firſt of all, 
with their whole Soul, ſpoken with 
God. The like I might ſay, of 
other. parts of your Duty, which- 
will then be molt ſucceſsfully diſ- 
charged; when you have engaged 
our Lord by ſolemn Prayer to him, 
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to go along with you, and accom- 
pany you. e 
Tbeodoret hath another interpre- 
tation, or rather a further im- 
provement of the ſenſe of theſe 
words: which is this, adorn all 
your words and actions, Ty Hv Te 
Sami] Xpiss, with the remembrance 
cf the Lord Cbriſt. That is, have 
ing invoked his bleſſed preſence to 
be with you, think what he would 
do, how he would behave him- 
ſelf, and with what Spirit he 
would perform ſuch things, as you 
are going about, For example, 
when you are going to compoſe 
a Sermon, I would be of great 
ule and efficacy, if you would 
think with your ſelves, what Chriſt 
would ſay to your Peqple, if he 
were to ſpeak to them; what he 
would require of them; with 
what Motives he would excite 

them; and what Compaſſion 5 

pe RIS wou 
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would expreſs ta their Souls, It 
would be inpoſſible then, for any 
Man, if he had Chriſt in his 
mind, to ſay any thing, but what 


he hath well conſidered, and will 
end to make Men good. He 
vill not Preach for his own glo- 
y, but for the glory of Chriſt : 
- | purſuing things profitable, rather 
chan plauſible; not affecting in 
his diſcourſe lemocinia fed remedia, 
fach things as may tickle the ears 
© | of idle People, but fuch as will 
u I cure their Diſeaſes and Diſtem- 
„pers. They are the Words of 
© Salvia in his Preface to his Book 
t i de Gubernatione Dei. Which are 
d I agreeable to the old Rule, which 
t Retterſhuſizs there mentions My: woe 
e xe, dn" dr $5 73 mas. Give 
e i we not Spruce things, but ſuch as the 
© They that interpret the words 
r to this ſenſe, be ſo mindful of Chriſt, 


that jou do nothing indecorous, no- 
FC. | | f | thing 
S., 7 3 
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thing unbeſeeming the relation you fl © 
have to bim, nothing that may diſho- | 
nour bim; differ not much from e 
the former. And therefore I con. 
clude this Advice as the Apoſtle i 
-doth his Admonition: As we fl { 
ought to begin every thing with n 
a devout.remembrance. of Chriſt, o 
whoſe bleſſing upon us, we ought £ q 
to implore; ſo we ought to end | 1c 
all by giving thanks to God through | 8 
bim. That's as acceptable to him I (c 
as our Prayers; nay, is a power- 2 
ſul: Prayer for more of his Grace. v 
For none are ſo likely to receive | b 
more as thoſe: who thankfully ac- 8. 
knowledge what they have received || w 
already. - And therefore let all is 
your doings, be thus begun and fe 
ended, in the Name of - Chriſt. il te 
Whereby yon will be preſervedin IN 
his Love and Favour ; and partake te 
ſtill more of his grace. - 


SECT 
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sSkEC r. Iv. Eſpecially if you 


do all this in Sincerity of heart. 
Which is that good Soil, where- 
in, if the Seed of the Word be not 
ſown and received, it brings forth 
no Fruit to Perfection: and which 
our Saviour more particularly re- 
quired in his Apoſtles, who were to 
ſow that good Seed in Mens hearts. 
Such Perſons, it is manifeſt, he 
ſought for, as were plain, ſimple, 
and honeſt hearted; having no 
worldly. end to ſerve, but wholly 
bent to know the way to Eternal 
Salvation. Andrew and Peter who 
were firſt called to follow him, it 
is evident, were of this Spirit; 
for they left all they had to at- 
tend him: and next to them Phi- 
lip, who finding Nathaniel, and 
telling him they had found the 
MESSIAH Feſus of Nazareth, 
to whom he pray'd him to go 
along with him; as ſoon 2 

11 6 avi- 
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Saviour ſaw him, he ſaid (toſhew 


what kind of Men he delighted 
in) Behold an Hraelite indeed, in 


wWborm is ue guile, | Jobn 47. which 


was a furpriſing Character of him, 
after Nathenie] had made this ob 
jection againſt our Saviour, ca 
any good thing come out of Naza- 
retb? But, as Theoply/a# well ob - 
ſerves, thoſe were not a c 
verdi ef unbeli: but dxpEdas 
x vegas de aries wioongms of 4 
wind that accurately weighed things, 
and was well ſtudied in the Law: 
which taught him that Chriſt 
was to come out of Bethleem in Ju- 
dæa, not out of Nazareth in Ga- 
like. By this our Saviour judged 
of his Sincerity, Which appeared 
allo, in that, natwithſtanding this 
ſeeming picjudice, he went along 
with. 16 % to be better informed 
af our Saviour. 

This is one great part of that 
| Swank, which l am now recom- 
mending 
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mending to you; to have your 
minds free from the power of 
Prejudice and partial Affections; 
being deſirous only to know the 
truth, and underftand what the 
will of the Lord is. So St. Chry- 
{ofom upon theſe words *ASirags 
aud 1 nelou sd, be N, 
her ces emyduar gliysleas. His 


judg 


ment was uncorrupt and unby aſ+ 


ſed, and pronounced nothing either 


out of Favour and Affection, or out 


of diſlike and hatred. 


Another token of which Since- 
rity there follows: in that after 
this high commendation which our 
Lord gave him, he was not at all 

elated by it, nor ran away with 
theſe Encomiums, (as the fame 
Father ſpeaks) d mi. Cv, 
Y expiCirregy def., &c. but 
continues enquiring, and ſearch- 


ng more exactly: being deſirous 
0 per- 


this alone to be more 
ſectly ſatisfied in the Truth. 


As 
he 
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he was upon his next Queſtion, 
and our Saviour's Anſwer to 
Ie oifo ills; | 
By this is appears that ſincerity 
e heart is the beſt Diſpoſition to 
underſtand the mind of Chriſt, 
and to be employ d by him in the 
Miniſtry of the Goſpel, as the 
Apoſtles were. Who had regard 
to Nothing in this World; but 
only to the Glory of God, and the 
Salvation of Men: in which alſo 
they found the higheſt Satisfaction, 
or rather Rejoycing and Glorying. 
For fo St. Paul ſaith, 2 Corinth. l. 
12. Our rejoycing (or glorying, or 
boaſting) is this, the Teſtimony of 
eur | Conſcience, that in ſimplicity, 
and Godly ſincerity, &. We bave our 
Converſation in the World, He ſer- 
ved our Lord, that is, with pure 
intention: deſigning nothing but 
to win Souls to him, by deliver- 
ing his mind ſincerely to them: 
_ an ſeeking no greater Satisfacti- 


on, 
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on, than to have it believed and 
obeyed. se, A ,n, iy, Vaan, 
Ce. as St. Cbryſoſtom gloſſes on 
thoſe words, There was nothing de- 
ceitful in bim; No Hypocriſy, no Si- 
mulation, no Flattery, no Craft or 
Fraud, or any thing of that kind: 
but he acted with all freedom, in 
Simplicity, in Truth, in à pure, un- 
corrupt Tudgment, and clear inten- 
tion: having nothing concealed and 
hidden undernaeth, nothing rotten at 
the bottom. Thus he explains him- 
ſelf in the Second Chapter of the 
Firſt Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians 
v. 3, 4, 5. For our Exhortation was 
not of deceit, nor- of uncleanneſs, nor 
of guile : But as we were allowed of 
God to be put in truſt with the Goſpel, 
even ſo we ſpeak; not as pleaſing Men, 
but God, which trietb our hearts. 
For neither at any time uſed we flat- 
tering words, as ye know, nor 4 
cloak of covetonſneſs, God is witneſs, 
Nor ef men” fought we glory, neither 
of you, nor yet of others. This 


uz Tue Mort of 

This admirable Spirit let us 
imitate z endeavouring, after ſuch. 
a. degree of this Vertue, as to be. 
glad if Men could look into our 
Hearts, and fee our ſecret intenti- 
ons and. deſigns ; as we. are ſure 
God dath.. Wha: as he. is. 2nitneſs 
to them (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) ſo 
will judge us according to. our up- 
rightneſs and integrity in ſeeking 
to do him honour, and to promote 
the Salvation of Souls. | 


Thus the Fathers of the Church, 


particulary St. Gregory Nazignzev, 
* diſtinguiſh a Political Chriſtian, 
from a Spiritual. Ilene wh: 5» 
kee Gras, mile md, Y Ai, US as 
due, Kc. A Political. Petſon, 
or a Man of this Worlds buſine(s, 
is to do and ta ſay all things 
whereby he may do himſelf cre- 
City and be nate BY —— 
deſigning no happineſs, beyond 
this — Life. But a Spiritual 

Mans buſineſs, i ta take care of 


his 


ere e Se. 
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bis Salvation: and highly to e- 1 
ſteem what contributes unto that, il 
but to look upon that which doth N 
not, as nothing werth. In ſhort, . 
To eſteem thoſe things above all 
others, 25 ov tauris Ts Tire d 
b, &C. By which he himſelf may. 
he made mo worth; max 
_ others by bimlelf, to the beth 
and moſt excellent * Orat. 
XIX. p. 300. 


SECT. v. There are * 
other qualities, that make up the 
Character of à good Miniſter of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt : of which I have not 
toom, in this little Treatiſe, par- 
ticularly. to difcourle. For he - 
ought to ſerve the Lord with all 
bumility of mind, XX Ads 1& 
with. Patience allo, 2 Tim. II. 24. 
and with Meekneſs, 2 Tim. II. 25. 
Alt which. St. Paul hath cammend- 
ed to us, together with the fore- 
going qualities, in that * 

& 
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_ deſcription he makes of himſelf 
2 Corinth. VI. 3, 4, 5, 6. &c. which 
was part of the Epiſtle, I obſer. 
ved, for the Firſt Sunday in Lent. 
Where he firſt of all faith, that 
they took care, to give no offence 
in any thing, that the Miniſtry 
might not be blamed. Of which J 
ſhall briefly ſpeak a lictle, when 
I have fiſt laid before you what 
follows. But in all things approving 
our ſelves as the Miniſters of God. 
Not merely ſhewing themſelves, 
(ſaith Oecumeniu on the place) but 
more than that approving, or com- 
mending themſelves: which figni- 
fies a demonſtration M i & 
aue by real Works and Deeds, 
to be truly Chriſt's Miniſters. 
Which demonſtration, ſaith he, 
they gave firſt of all & Gowns in 
Patience; nay, he adds much Pati. 
' ence mu epos veins Te pd 
ue generouſly bearing all that 
was ſaid of them; that is, _ 

3 | - - 
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Cenſures, Reproaches, and Ca- 
lumnies: yea, and all the ſuffer- 
ings and miſeries, they pleaſed to 
heap upon them: Which he ex- 
preſſes in the next words, in af 
flictions, in neceſſities, in diſtreſſes, in 
0 8 , in impriſonments, in tumults, 
in labours, in watchings, in faſt ings. 
Upon which I cannot enlarge ; 
nor upon what he faith of theit 
Pureneſs and Knowledge ( i. e. their 
Divine Wiſdom, - whereby they 
approved themſelves God's Mini- 
ſters, not by Humane Philoſophy 
as the ſame Oecumenius expounds 
it) and all the reſt, But only 
take Notice of what he faith, 
v. 7. by the armour of righteouſneſs 
on the Right hand, and on the Left. 
As if he had ſaid, would ye 
know how we come to perform 
ſuch things (as the ſame Author 
expounds it) give ear then to 
what follows; it was by being 
armed on both ſides, on the rigbt, 

5 and 
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and on the left; which are not 
fo cantrary, but the Armoar of 
1 fitted both. By the 
ht hand, ſaich the, the Apoſtle 
underſtands '2 Imditea, proſpe- 
nous things, ſuch as honour and 
eſteem among Men; which did 
net make us fell, nor puff us 
up with Vain Glory: : and there. 
fore ere the Armour or Weapons 
af Righteouſnes. On the left 
hand, were the things contrary 
to itheſe, Temptations, Perſecuti- 
ons, 'Reproaches, antl Injuries ; 
by which. we were not dejected 
nor caſt down ; as by the other 
we were not elated: As if he 
had ſaid in other words, Mir 
Tvis j,. vnν¼ᷣte, ui FOIS ka- 
Foo {ANC Cpt vos neither lifted 19 
4 a things, nor diſheartned by 

A proof of 0 imme- 

— . Y bonour _ 9 
qa_m 5 U report and £060 
report. In which Werds Dn 
. Author, 
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Author, he recounts the right 
hand, and the left hand things. 
And in this Spirit, we ought to 
ſerve the Lord 'Chrift : not mind: 
ing the vain praiſe of Men, nor 
their diſpraiſe e but only endea- 
routing to approve our ſebves to 
our Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, with 
an equal mind in all Conditi- 


06. | "> — 
Before I end this, I cannot but 
2 little reflect upon thoſe words, 
wherewith the Kpaſtle begins this 
diſcourſe, giving no offence in any 
thing, that the Miniſtry be not bla- 
wed, Which — 0 'Can- 
tioufly to aveid every thing at 
which Men may take juſt exeep- 
tion, for this very reaſon: ſeaſt 
the Goſpel of - Chrift ſhould be 
hindred ; and our fault be laid up- 
en our Religion. 

There is a remarkable Preeept 
o this purpoſe, which che Apoſtle 
giyes both to Timosby and to Tiens. 
| | I Tim. 
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1 Tim. IV. 12; II Tit. 15. Let 
no Man deſpiſe thee. Which ſome 
may fancy (as Theodoret obſerves) 
to be a command belonging to 
others rather than to us: who 
cannot . hinder: Mens deſpiſals. 
But that's a miſtake, in the Apo- 
ſtles opinion, who wauld have 
Timothy to know, that he who 
commands and teaches others 
may. preſerve himſelf from con- 
tempt. by this means (though he 
was a young Man) tlvy©- vi: 
4. , Sc. Be thou @ living 
Law, ſhiw in thy ſelf the perfeti 
work of the Law; lead ſuch 4 life 


as will bear witneſs to thy words. i 


Which life he deſcribes in the 
words immediately following, b: 
thou an example of the Believers, in 
Mord, in Converſation, in Charity, 
in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity. ts 
that thus makes himſelf Sen: 
a k A % wins (a 
Oecumenius expreiles it) as it were 
I 4 


the Miniſtry. 117 
a living Image and Rule of a good 
Life, will preſerve himſelf from 


contempt ; and not loſe but main- 
tain his Authority, | 


To conclude this; there is no- 
thing the Devil more deſires and 

; endeavours than to alienate the 
hearts of the People from their 
Miniſters: and therefore they 
ſhould take the greateſt care to 
do nothing that may give the 
leaſt occaſion of it. And here I 
cannot forbear to mind you of one 
thing, which hath given no ſmall. 
Scandal: which is, the not keep- 
ing your Houſes, and that part of 


to the care of ſome Miniſters, in 
good Repair, and leaving them 
lo to their Succeſſors. This ar- 
pues a very Careleſs, or covetous, 
ordid Spirit; minding nothing 
but a Mans ſelf, and the preſent. 
re World, and having no conſideration 
ef the future. F 1 


the Houſe of God, which belongs 
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I hope I need not exhort you 
to obſerve the LXXY Canon of 
our Church.: which requires you 
not to reſort to any Taverns or 
Ale. bouſes at any time, other than 
for your honeſt neceflities, &. 
Which occaſions. cannot be fre- 
quent, nor of any long continu- 

nce. I ſhall only tell you that 
Julian the Apoſtate, in his fa- 
mous. Lotter to Arſacius the High 
Prieſt of the Pagan, Religion in 
Galatia, having commended the 
Exemplary Charity of Chriſtians, 
to the imitation, of his. Prieſts, 
adds. (after ſome other good Ad- 
monitions of governing their Fa- 
milies well) Taste ipie wire 
Sick rp eG fire Wy NAMING 
ape, & G. Exbort 4 Prieſt, that 
be neither go into the Theatre, nor 
drink in a Tapern; nor exerciſe an} 
baſe or ignominoius art. Honour.thoſe 
40 2 tbeſe pres 72 put 1 

ſobedient out of their. Office. Fpiſt. 


4 
A 
[ 
, 
4 
C 
f 
1 


lt We 
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XLIX. This ſhowes how ſenſible 
he was of the neceſſity of the 
Apoſtolical Precept, that he who 
miniſtred to God, ſhould have a 
good report of them which are with- 


ont. i. e. are not of his Religion. 
1 Tim. III. 7. 


To Conclude, think often what 
an honour it is to ſerve the 
Lord Jeſus; and what Care he 
took of his Flock: How inva- 
luable the Souls of Men are, 
which he purchaſed with his Blocd. 


What an ineſtimable Treaſure the 


Goſpel of Chriſt is, wherewith 
on are intruſted : in what an 


ory Station God hath placed 
ou: and then you will never 
hbmit to ſo much as any mean 


Action; but do ſuch things as may 
procure you eſteem ; or at leaſt 
prevent contempt, 


F2 And. 


II9 


> 
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And to keep this Good Spi. 
rit in you, which I have de- 
ſeribed, it would be of ſingular 
Uſe to read every Lord's day 
Cat leaſt every Ordination Sun- 


day) the Vows and Promiſes 


you made when you were ad. 
mitted imo Holy Orders: Which 
are ſo Solemn, that it is im- 
poſſible not to be moved by 
them, if they be not merely 
read, but ſeriouſly weighed and 
conſidered. + 2] 


Theſe Inſtructions I have 
Written in the midſt of great 
variety of Buſineſs, and with 
many interruptions ; which may 
make them deſective in many 
Particulars, and leſs accurate 


M 


than they might otherwiſe hav] < 


been: But what they want | 
that, will be made up, I top: 
by the fincere defire I hav: 
to do good, and by the Gra: 


0 
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of God acconipanylaty* all fioneſt 
endeavours. Unto which Grace 


I moſt heartily ps you; 
and reſt, 


: Tour 

y 17 | | : 0 | 

5 165% Affectimate Brother, 
20 W 39 
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The Dignity of the 
_ Chriſtian Prieſthood. 


Dear Brethren. | 
"HERE is nothing, 
as I have often re- 
preſented unto you, more 
effectual to excite every one 
of us to our Duty, and to 
make us Diligent therein, 
than frequent reflections 
upon the ſolemn Charge 
given us at our Ordination, 


A 3 and 


2 The Dignity of the 
and our Promiſes which 
thereupon enfue. In which 
we are admoniſhed unte 
how high a. Dignity, and to 
how weigbey an Office, God 
hath - been pleaſed to. call us. 
And thereby are awakend 
to conſider, with how. great 
care and ſtudy! we ought To- 
Py. our | ſelves 3 as: well that 
ve may ſhew our ſelves dutiful 
and thank ful unto that Lord, 
who hath placed us in ſo high 
a Dignity . as alſo to beware 
that neither we our ſelves Of- 

fend, nor be accaſion that 

others Offend. | 
FEE | Now 


Chriſtian Prieſthood. 3 
Now that we may be 
ſenſible of the Excellency 
of our Office (upon which 
depends the weight and dif- 
ficulty of it) I have thought 
fit, inſtead of the bal 
Speech at my Viſitation, to 
preſent you with a ſmall 
Treatiſe upon that Subject. 


And I have choſen to 


ground it upon thoſe fa- 
mous words of our Lord to 
St. Peter, XVI St. Matthew, 


* 4 The Dignity of the 
the ſame time, inſtruct you 
in your Duty, and 7 
a difficult paſſage of the 
Holy Scripture. 


Two things muſt be 
premiſed, — . [ can give 
you the true ſenſe of theſe 
words; I will give thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
and propoſe the Matter of 
which I intend to Diſ- 
courle. 


The Firſt is, That the 
Power which theſe words 
import , was not beſtowed 
upon 


— — 


Chriſtian Prieſthood. 5 
1 | upon St. Peter alone (as 
1 | they of the Roman Church 
e imagine) but what Chriſt 
here ſpake to him, as the 
prime Apoſtle, he intended 
x | unto all the reſt. 
e This is manifeſt by com- 
ſc | paring three places in the 
be © Goſpel together, which 
1; || ſpeak of this Power. For 
ot what is here ſaid of it, b 
i- way of prediction or —_— 
that he would confer it; is 
a little after ſpoken of by 
way of deſcription. and ex- 
plication of the nature of this 
power, and the manner of 


1 uſing 


6 The Dignity of the 
ning it: as you may ſee in 
the XVIII h Chapter of this 


Golpel, from v. 15 to the 
2 1ſt. where v. 18. he ſpeaks 
in the plural number, What- 


ſoe ver ye ſhall bind on earth, 


all, be bound in heaven, and 
whatſoever ye ſhall loſe, &c. 
which is the very fame 
power, and in the fame 
Words promiſed here to 
St. Peter, I will: grve thee the 
keys of the kingdom of bea- 
ven z and whatſoever thou ſhalt 
bind on earth ſhall be bound in 
heaven; and whatſoever" thou 
fhalt looſe on earth ſhall. be 
Vin | loofed 


— — — — — 
—— — * 


Chriſtian Prieſthood. y 
loofed i in heaven. And then, 
in a third place, when this 

power is actualh conferred 

upon them, they are all 

- | inveſted with it; after our 

, | Saviour's Reſurrection, but 

4 before his Aſeention, XX St. 

„ John 22, 23. where he doth 

e not ſay v receive thou, as if 

ehe ſpake to one alone; but 

o age, receive ye the Holy 

be Ny Ghoſt. Whoſe ſoever fins ye re. 

a- nit, they ate remitted to them ʒ 

alt and whoſe ſoe ver fo ms ye retain, 

they are retained : Which, it 

s evident, was ſpoken dif- 

ferently to every one of 

them. Now 


| 


T3 T% Dignity of the 


is while the Apoſtles lived, 


Now the Stead thing to 
be premiſed is, That the 
power intended to be con- 
terred by theſe words, was 
not given only to the Apo- 
ſtles, but to their Succeſſors 
alſo, unto the end of the 
World; and to all thoſe 


that thei Succeſſors ſhould 


inveſt with it, in their ſeve- 
ral Orders and Degrees. 
This will be clear, by 


con ſidering not only the 


needs of the Church; which 
was not to e only 


but 


ſhews that this Power was 


Chriſtian Prieſthood. 9 
but while the World laſted: 
But alſo from the time 
when this Power was be- 
ſtowed upon them ; which 
mult be carefully obſerved. 
Now it was given, either 
on the Evening after our 
Saviour's Reſurrection, or 
elſe Eight Days after it: 
For the place in that parti- 
cular ſeems to be dubious. 
XX St. John 19. Which 


ſoever it was, this time 


not beſtowed upon them as 
Apoſtles, or as having an 
extraordinary Office which 

Was 


10 The Dignity of the 
was to expire; but as the 
ordinary Paſtors and Cu- 
rates of Souls. For their 
extraordinary Miftton,, by 
the Gift-of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and whatſoever ſhould qua- 
lify them for the Office of 
Apoſtles (that is, to preach 
the: Goſpel to all Nations ) 
was not | beſtowed upon 
them till Ten Days after 
his Aſcention into Heaven; 
when the Day of Pentecoſt 
was come. For our Lord 
had ſaid to them juſt before 
his Aſcention, Depart not 
from Jernſdlein, but wait for 


the 


A N Prieſthood. f r 
promiſe of the Father 
* 4. 8. ) And ye ſhalt 
receive I power after the boy 

Ghoſt is come upbn yo: — 
Je ſhall be witneſſes unto me 
both in Jeruſalem, and in 
Judæa, and in & amaria, and 


into the muy part y the 
Earth. b AT oy 


This is 2 a to by 
carefully ' heeded, as ] ſaid; 
for in tm following DiC 
courſe, I'ſhall ſhew there f is 
great aſe of 76-7” 

And now having pre- 
miſed theſe two things, 


there 


12 ; T he Dignity of the 

there are. two more to be 
explained: and then we 
ſhall be eaſily let into the 
ſenſe of 4c Words; and 


ſee what we are to obſerve 


from chem. 


Firſt, What is meant a by 
the lingdom of heaven. 
Secondly, What by the 

keys of it, and the giving 
| chem to his Apoſtes. 


By the kingdom; f hea- 
ven, is certainly meant the 
Clinch of Chriſt ; The Com- 
pany; of Believers, Which 


18 
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is evidently the ſenſe of this 
phraſe, in more places than 
one of this very Goſpel. 
XIII Matth. 2. The kingdom 
of heaven is like to a Man 
that ſowed good ſeed in his 
field; But while men 
Slept. the Enemy came and 
Sowed Tares &c. In the 
Kingdom of Heaven, pro- 
perly ſo called, there are 
no Enemies, nor any Tares : 
Therefore by the King- _ 
dom of Heaven muſt be 
meant the Church. And | 
ſo it is to be underſtood in | | 
| 


all the reſt of the * 
0 
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of that Chapter; and in 
XI. 11. XVIII. 1. 3. And 
thus che Phariſees are ſaid to 
Mut mp the ling dom of heaven 
again men” (which: is neat 
to tne 
our in this place) and would 
neither go in themſetyes, nor 
ſuffer them that were entring 
to gb in. XXIII. 13: That 
is, kept Men from believ- 
ing in Chriſt, and Becom- 
ing members of his Church. 
And in tlie ſame my an- 
other wy is fre quently 
uſed; 5 


the kingdom "of God. 
on 


phraſe bf Oür Savi- 
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Chniſtian Prigtihꝰdd. 15 — 
XII. Math. 41. The King — | 
dom of God ſhall be kr fn 
you. &c. thasi is, they ſhould 
no longer be the Church of 
plate is thus explained. 
VIlk. 1, 12. Man 7 
from the Baſt and Weſt, and 
ſhall fit down with Abraham, 
= and Facob, in the king- 
n of heaven: Hut 100 

Chillen of the ling dom ſhall 

be caſt out, &c. That is, 
Men ſhould come from far 
distant Countries, and be- 
„ lieve on Chriſt, when the 
1 was preached unto 

them 


vm, w— r Ao EIN ies ud 


14 "The Dv of the 
2 Chapter; and in 
XI. 1 12 XVIII. 1. 3. And 
thus the Phariſees are ſaid to 


Put mp the lind dom of heaven 
againſt nen (which is neat 


to the e phraſe bf OUr Savi- 


our in this place) and would 
neither o in themſelyes, nor 
fuffer them that were entring 
to gb in. XXIII. 13: That 
— kept Men from believ- 

ing in Chriſt, and becom- 
ing members '6f kis Church. 
And in tlie ſame me an- 
_ other wy i fr quently 
uſed; 5 


tlie babe 7 God. 
+l 
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XXI. Math. 41. The Kings 
tom: of Cd ſhall be nr yu 
you &c. that is, they ſhould 
no longer be the Church of 
Cod. Which in another 
plate is thus explained. 
VHE1 1,12: Many ſpall come 
from the Eaſt and Weſt, and 
ſhall fit down with Abraham, 
If =_ and Jacob, in the king- 
am df heaven: But the 
Children of the kingdom ſhall 
be caſt-out , '&c. That is, 
Men ſhould come from far 
diſtant Countries, and be- 
lieve on Chriſt, Uhen the 
25 was preached unto 
them 


| 16 Tie Dini of the 


them (as Abraham the Fa- 
ther of the faithful obeyed 
| God's call, when he bad 
him leave Chaldea) and they, 
who till now were the only 
people of God; viz; The 
Jews ſhould be no longer 
owned by him, bur caſt off 
for their unbelicf, 


ll. Now what is meant 
by the Keys of this Church, 
will be eaſily underſtood, 
by obſerving thatthe Church 
is often called the Houſe of 
God. III Hebr. 2, 3, 4. 
And that every houſe hath a 


door, 
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door, which lets into it, 
and that deor is made faſt 
and opened by the lock: 
Unto which the keys belong. 
The giving of which to 
the Apoſtles ſignifies in ge- 
neral, Chriſt's giving them 
à power over his family; 
And intruſting them with 
the care of thoſe that be- 


long to his Houſe. And in x 


particular it ſignifies, the 
power of a Steward: Whoſe 
Office is to look after every 
one in the family; That 
they both do their duty, 
and want nothing that is 

neceſſary 


conſulting the XXII 1/aiah 


x8 The Dignity of tho 
neceſſary for them. This 
will be moſt manifeſt by 


20,” zi, 22. from whence 
this Expreſſion of our Sa- 
viour s, ſeems to be bor- 
rowed': Where God threat- 
Office, and to confer it 
upon Hliaim; Who was a 
much: better Man. I will 
claath. him-wgth thy robe, and 
Hrengthen him with thy girdle. 
vill commit thy Government 
into his hand; and he ſhall be 
as. a father. to the inhabitants 


e DB = . ww ,cS 


of 
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| 
of Judah. What that Ga- i 
vernment was, which he pro 
miſed to give him, may be | | 
learnt; from v. 15. Where || 
999 is ary to be over the l 
houſe. And accordingly it 
follows, after the words now 
mentioned, conceti ng | 
liakim. V. 22. The le of: the | 
Hauſe of David. mil I lay» | 
pon his ſhoulder, : So ha ſhall 
open. and none ſhall ſhut.z aud 
he, ſhall ſhut, andi naua ſhall 
pen. That is, he: ſhould 
„ baveithe ſole power of rul- ; 
p Ing the houſe of the King, 1 
| | - 


20 The Dignity of the a 
of the whole family; ſo 


that he ſhould admit into 


it, and exclude out of it, 


whom he pleaſed, wirhom 


controul. 

- Such a power l is 
over the Church; . which 
Originally is in Chriſt him- 
| felf : Who is ſaid to have 
the key of David. III Revel 
5. that is, of the houſe of 
David. Who was pleaſed 


to communicate this power 


unto kis Apoſtles; and by 
chem unto their Succeſſors: 
Who were to confer it on 
fuch perſons, as they judged 


meet 


© Obviſtian Priefthood. 21 


meet for this Office of Stew= 
ards inthe Church of Chriſt; 
as Eliakim was in the Court 
of the King of Judah. 

Nou theſe words of our 
Bleſſed Saviour thus explain- 
ed, ſufficiently warrant us 
to aſſert, that he hath ad- 
vanced his Miniſters unto 
an high Dignity, and given 


them a very great power 


over his people, who are 


the Subjects of his King- 


dom: thar is, theimembers 


of his Church. I ſay, his 
Miniſters; becauſe this pow- 
er was not left to one, but 
e unto 
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unto them all : To be di- 
ſtributed among them ac- 
cording to their ſeveral 
Shares in this Office ; where- 
in they are placed in divers 
orders and degrees of pow- 
er. For it being the power 
of Stewards over a large 
family, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary that the chief Stew- 
ard in it, have ſeveral ochers 
under him, to take part of 
the care upon them. 
Now if we enquire into 
this power of a Steward, i 
is already apparent, that it 
conſiſts of three parts. 
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_ Firſt, of admitting per- 
ſons into the family. 

Secondly, of feeding and 
providing for them, when 
they are admitted. And 

Thirdly, of governing and 
keeping them in order: 
And, if need be, turning 
thoſe out of doors who are 
diſorderly. 


They have power to o- 
pen the door; to keep and 
maintain in the houſe; and 
to ſhut out of it. Such is 
the power of the Miniſters 
Du of 


24 The Dignity of the 

of our Lord. By them per- 
ſons enter into his Church, 
and are there inſtructed; 
and alſo ruled and govern- 
ed. For they are not only 
to ule the keys to open the 
door, and let men into the 
family of God; which is 
done by Baptiſm; Bur 
when they are in, to keep 
and preſerve them there; 
to [A them about their 


work, to provide for their 
Welfare (as Stewards feed 
and cloath the family ) 
Which Chriſt's Miniſters 
do, by Catechizing, Preach- 

eb ing 
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ing, adminiſtring the holy 
Communion, and other 
duties. And they are alſo 
to turn idle, unprofitable, 


and drunken Servants out 


of the family: And upon 


their ſincere repentance to 


open the door; and ad- 


mit them again into it. 
Not indeed by a new Bap- 


tiſm; But by receiving 


them to the holy Commu- 
nion again; Unto which 
they have a right by their 
Baptiſm, upon their un- 
feigned repentance. 


- 


B 3 My 
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My intention is to ex- 
plain to you more largely 
the power, and duty which 
belongs to you, according 
to this little model of it, 
which I have now laid be- 
tore you, from which will 
necellarily ariſe, the duty of 
all Chriſtian people, in re- 
lation to the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and this power in- 
truſted with them: Which 
I ſhall repreſent in the Con- 
cluſion. 


0 
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Their O ice then con- 


it in theſe things 
following. 


J. 


0 Firſt, they are to Bap- 
tie into the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Hoh Ghoſt: Where- 
by, as I ſaid, they let men 
into the Church, and make 
them members of ir. This 

is the firſt work, in which 
the keys of the kingdom of 
„„ -  & a_ 
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Heaven is employed. Iris 
true, Preaching or Publiſh- 
ing the Goſpel went before 


this, to Perſons of Age; 


That they might learn into 
what they were Baptized. 
But then, this work was 


not properly performed by 


them, as Stewards of a. fa- 
mily, or Paſtors, or Over- 


ſeers of a Flock (for they 


who were Heathens did not 
acknowledge that Authori- 


ty in them) But as Mini- 


ſters of Chriſt at large: 


Who were ſent to invite all 
men to come to the Mar- 
126 riage 
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riage Feaſt (as the Goſpel 
fpeaks) in the honſe of 
Chriſt. Unto which moti- 
on when any Man conſent- 
ed, then he was Baptized : 
and that was the ff exer- 
eiſe of the power of the 
keys, the firſt act of Stew- 
ards; Whereby they receiv- 
ed Men into the family of 
our Lord Chriſt. 

And thus it is at this day. 
They who are not as yet 
Members of the Church, 
do not own them as Stews 
ards and Overſeers ; nor are 
under their care as part of 

Bg the 
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the family. And therefore 

the act of teaching ſuch 
perſons and inſtructing 
| them in Religion is per- 
formed by them, as Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel in gene- 
ral, not as exerciſing the 
power of the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Bap- 
tiſm is the firſt part of that 
power, the firſt act of 
Chriſt's Stewards; where- 
by they open the door (as! 
ſaid) and let Men into the 
Church : And by this Sign 
and Token admit them in- 
to the Service of Chriſt, 45 

f 
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liſt them under his Banner. 
See St. Cyprian in his LXXIII 
Epiſtle. 

If perſons before they be 
Baptized do really believe 
the Goſpel, and renouncing 
all other Maſters, do in 
their hearts devote them» 
ſelves to the Service of 
Chriſt ; They become ſe- 
cretly and inviſibſly Mem- 
bers of his _ "= 
they are not oper 
profeſſedly of his "Lei, 
and fo under the care and 
charge of his Miniſters ; 


till _y own Chrift by. 
being 


32 The Dignity of the 
being Baptized ; till they 
receive his mark and cog- 
nizance, by which they are 
folemnly Initiated into his 
Service, and made compleat 
Chriſtians. And therefore 
they are ſaid, by the Anci- 
ents, then to receive their 
De ( lo they called 
Baptiſm ) their Perfection; 
in , compariſon with the 
weak and imperfect State 
wherein they were before. 
For. now they openly con- 
tract with Chriſt, and take 
upon them his Voke: They 
bind themſelves by ſolemn 


E Vows 
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Vows to become his Ser- 
vants, and to obey thoſe 
whom Chriſt hath ſet in 
his Stead, to order the af- 
firs of his family. 

And if the perſons Bap- 
tized be but Infants, they 
are received thereby into 
the care and tuition of the 
Church : and ſtand engag- 
ed to make good what is 
promiſed for them by thoſe, 
who brought them to be 
Baptized. For they have 
upon them ogez3iie m2 
Kreis the Seal and Badge 
of the Lord: whereby they 


arc 
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are appropriated unto him, 
to be peculiarly his, and to 
be brought up in his Reli- 
gion; though as yet they 
underſtand nothing of it. 
So great hath been the Care 


of Chriſt's Church, to take 


Men as early as might be 
into her Boſom; to gather 
them, as I may ſay, under 
her wings: And to com- 
mit them to the overſight 
and care of thofe, who 
are fet over the Houſe of 
God, to bring them up 
in his Knowledge and 
Love. 


II. 
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IL 


_ Secondly, When this is 
done, the Miniſters of 
Chrift are to Catechiſe and 
Inſtruct thoſe who are re- 
ceived by Baptiſm into his 
family : to teach them, as 
ſoon as they are able to 
learn, the Chriſtian Faith , 
and to build them up in it: 
To feed them with the 
wholeſome words of Sound 
Doctrine; to aſſign every 
one the ſeveral parts of 
their work ; and tell them 


their 
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their duty in the place and 
Station wherein God hath 
ſet them. 

For this was another 
part of a Stewards Office; 
to take care that ſuch as be- 
longed to the Family, want- 
ed nothing that was neceſ- 
fary: for them. Now no- 
thing is more neceſſary in 
the Church, than Chriſtian 
Inſtruction: © Whence St. 
Paul among many other 
qualifications of a Biſhop 
which he, mentions in 1 
Tim. III. faith he muſt 
be Nr apt to teach, 
1124ʃ2 we 
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we Tranſlate it. Which 
ſignifies both his abilities, 
and his propenſity to this 
Work. And in the I Titus 
9. he ſaich, he muſt hold 
faſt the faithful word that he 
hath been taught, that he may 
be able hy Sound Doctrine, 
both to exhort, and to convince 
the gainſayers. Whereby it 
appears, there are many 
parts of this duty, upon 
which I cannot particularly 
inſiſt. They are firſt to 
inſtruct in the principles of 
Chriſtian Religion : And 
2dly, ro exhort and perſwade 
men 


38 The Dignity of the 
men to the practice of it, 
both by their Doctrines and 
Examples; and 3 dh, to 
reprove thoſe who walk diſ- 
orderly, and not according 
to the Rules of the Goſpel: 
4thly, to convince ſuch as 
gainſay any of the Truths 
of the Goſpel. And 5thh, 
to call men off from Vain 
Queſtions and unprofitable 
Enquiries, that they may 
attend their neceſſary, and 
unqueſtionable duty. III 
Titus 8. 9. And the truth 
is, this was the ancient 
manner of Preaching, to 

1 | Excite 
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Excite men to ſome Vertue, 
or Reprehend ſome Vice: 
As any one may ſee in St. 
Chryſoftom s Sermons eſpeci- | 
ally. Who after he hath JI 
expounded ſome portion of || 
Scripture, according to 
the plain and literal mean- 


ing, doth not raiſe ſuch 
Otfervar ions, as we now 
take the Liberty to do, ac- 
cording to every Mans 
judgment; but preſently 
falls into an Exhortation to 
the exerciſe of Temperance, 
or Humility , or Charity, 
according as the portion of 
* FT _ Scripture, 
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Scripture, and rhe needs of 
his Auditors required. And 
their. other Sermons up- 
on Feſtival Days, were on- 
ly to clear the Myſtery of 


our Saviours Incarnation, 


Death, or Reſurrection, c. 
and to recommend as an 
Example, the Actions and 
Sufferings of ſuch Perſons, 
as had been eſteemed Saints 
in the Church. Which 
tended much to the keeping 
unneceſſary Diſputes out of 


the Church, and making 


Men more Humble and 


leſs Contentious. But this 


by the way. Let 


' d 
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Let it here be obſerved, 


| That both theſe Powers, of 


Baptizing , and Teaching ; 

were given to them before 
the Power of being Apoſtles, 
viz; immediately before our 
Saviour's Aſcenſion to Hea- 
ven; Read XXVIII Matth. 
19, 20. And therefore theſe 
are Powers ſtill inherent in 
ſome Perſons; who were 
to ſucceed the Apoſtles, not 
in their extraordinary, but 
in their ordinary Office. 
Which Obſervation con- 
futes thoſe who take upon 
them to Preach and Inſtruct 
others, 


42 T be Dignity of the 
others, wirhout Authority 


from the Biſhops of the 


Church ; reſtraining this 
paſſage which gave ſuch a 
Power unto their Perſons , 


as Apoſtles. Who they 
imagine could aſſign none 


to this Office, nor commit 


which was given them; 
that ſo they may the better 
aflert that there are no Per- 
ſons now in the World to 


Appoint others unto this 


Employment, and to de- 
liver to them thoſe Keys, 
which Chriſt gave them 


when 


this Power unto others 


. , = ˙ 
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when he ſpoke thoſe words; 
becauſe there are now no 
Apoſtles among us. Bur 
mark what he ſaith in the 
concluſion of thoſe words, 
And,behold, I am with you alway 
even unto the end of the world. 
Which can neither be meanc 
of their ſingle Perſons, nor 
of all Chriſtians in general : 
But of thoſe who ſhould 
ſucceed them, and have 
this Power commuted by 
them into their hands. 


III. 


44 The Dignity of the 
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A Third part of their 
Office, is to Adminiſter the 
Sactament of the Body 
and Blood of our Lord, 
unto thoſe who are thus in- 
ſtructed and have learned 
Chriſt. This is another 
part of the Food which 
the Stewards are to prepare, 
and give to Chriſt's Family; 
and is, indeed, the nobleſt 
Proviſion that is in the 
Churches Store-houſe; the 
higheſt Entertainment of 


the 
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the People of God. Which 
therefore is not preſently gi- 
ven them at their firſt en- 
trance, but reſerved for 
them till they be confirmed 
in the ſtate of Chriſtianity; 
and be able to taſte and 
reliſh the nature of it, to 
digeſt it, and turn it into 
their nouriſhment. And 
this is likewiſe an action, 
whereby the ſeveral Mem- 
bers of the Family do more 
ſtrongly tie themſelves to 
Chriſt, and give him freſh 
aſſurances of their Love: 
As he aſſures them of his. 
C Of 
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Of this it is not proper, 
for me now to enlarge, be- 
cauſe my Buſineſs at pre- 
ſent, is only to ſhew that 
this is part of the power 
which Chriſt hath given to 
his Miniſters; and to them 
only: Who ** can Con- 
ſecrate the Bread and Wine, 
and give the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt to the 
faithful. Which power was 
given tothem before he died, 
juſt at his laſt Supper : In 
the end of which he inſti- 
tuted the Sacrament, when 
he ſaid; do this in remem- 
brance 
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brance of me, XXII Luke 


19. 

"Here it is to be diligently 
obſerved that theſe words, 
do this in remembrance of me, 
are but twice to be found 
in the New Teſtament: 
Though the Inſtitution of 
this Sacrament be mention- 
ed chere four times. For 
the firſt three Evangeliſts 
and St. Paul ſpeak of its 
Inſtitution: But St. Luke 
only, and St. Paul have 
theſe words; and that to 
different purpoſes, to ſhew 
what every one's work and 


C 2 duty 
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duty is. All Chriſtians are 
bound to Commemorate 
the Love of their Lord and 
Maſter 1 in this manner, and 
to ſhew forth his death till be 
come. And therefore inthe 
1 Corinth. XI. 24. the words 
run thus, take, eat, this is my 
body which was broken for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Where theſe two words, 40 
this, manifeſtly refer to 
tale, eat, which go before: 
And therefore they exprels 
the Duty of Chriſtian peo- 
ple. But now in the other 
Place of the Goſpel of S. 
| , 6 
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Luke, there is no mention 
of taking and eating, but 
the words run thus, He took 
bread, and gave thanks, and 
bake it, and gave it to them, 
faying ; this is my body, 1 
is given for you ; do this in 
remembrance of me. Where 
it is evident theſe words do 
this, can refer to nothing 
bur what goes before, he 
took bread gave thanks, hauls 
#, and gave it: And there- 
fore as the former place di- 
rects what the people ſhould 
do, ſo this directs what 
the Paſtors are to do. They 


C-3 are 
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are to take bread, bleſs it, 
break it, and give it: And 
the people are to take it 
and to eat it. 

And as theſe words are 
plainly ſpoken to them, ſo 
they are ſpoken before his 
death: And therefore before 
they received the power of 
Apoſtleſhip. And conſe- 
quently they belong to all 
his Miniſters, unto the 
Worlds end: Who alone 
can conſecrate Bread and 
Wine, to become the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt; un- 
to thoſe that devoutly re- 
ceive them. All 
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All theſe three powers, of 
which J have hitherto treat- 
ed, we find expreſsly given 
them in the Holy Scripture: 
And another there is (which 
I ſhall mention in the Con- 
cluſion) which 1 is as expreſs- 
ly delivered to them, as 
theſe. Bur there are 3 


other intermedia powers, 
between theſe and that: 


Which though not particu- 
larly mentioned by our Sa- 
viour; yet are partly con- 
tained in thoſe already nam» 


ed. 


Ca IV. 
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* 


Fourthh, dane they 
are to pray with and for 
the Family; and to Blels 
them in * Name of the 


Lord. We have the Infti- 


tution of St. Paul, for their 
praying for the Family of 
Chriſt and for all Men. 1 
Tim. II. 1. Aſter he had 
bidden Timothy in the 1 9th 
verſe of the foregoing Chap 

ter, to war a good Warfare 
among his Flock, and to keep 
che Faich, anda good Con- 


ſcience 
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ſcience in the diſcharge of 
his Miniftry : As a way 
and means to this he thus 
preſcribes, I exhort therefore 
that firſt of all, Snpplicatrons, 
Prayers, interceſſions, and giv= 
ing of thanks be made for all 

Men : For Kings, and for all 
that are in Authority, &c. 

Where the Word mTporr, 
firſt of all, is remarkable : 

Denoting theſe to be prim- 

cipal parts of the Prieſts 

Office. And-as for Bleſſing 

the People, we have theſame 
Apoſtles Example in che 
Concluſion of every Epiſtle: 
| C5 But 
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But eſpecially in the laſt 
Verſe of the Second to the 
Corinthians, The grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
love of God, and the Commu- 
nion of the Holy Ghoſt, bewith 
30u all. Amen. 


And here two things arc 
to be Noted. 

Firſt, That though every 
Chriſtian ought to Pray, 
and that continually, both 
or himſelf and others; yet 
the Miniſters of Chriſt only 
Pray as Perſons ſeparate un- 
to this Office. All Chriſti- 


Ans 
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ans are laid to be made 


Prieſts unto God; but not 


by Office ; not as Men de- 
puted to ſuch a Miniſtry of 
Praying for others. God 
invites all that belong to 
Chriſt, to come with bold- 
neſs to the Throne of Grace: 
Being admitted to a greater 
familiarity with him, than 
the Jews were in former 
times; who prayed in the 


outward Court only, at a 


diſtance from the Sanctu- 
ary. Vet chere are ſome 
Perſons who are more near- 
ly related to him, being 

properly 


56 The Dignity of the 
properly Prieſts : who are 
let apart by him to offer up 
Prayers, Supplications, and 
Interceſſions for others. 
Which we cannot but think 
are of great Efhcacy, when 
they ſeriouſly attend unto 
this duty ; becauſe. they 
are appointed by God, to 
this Office. And 
Second), Their Prayers 
are then of moſt Efficacy, 
when they Celebrate the 
Sacrament of Chriſt's Body 
and Blood, It being a great 
part of their Work at that 
tine; to. repreſent unta 
lic ah; God 
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God the Meritorious Sacri- 


fice which his Bleſſed Son 


made for our Sins; and by 


Vertue of it to Beg of him 


all Spiritual Bleſſings. For 


then they imitate Chriſt's 


Interceſſion in the Heavens: 
And do that on Earth, by 
way of repreſentation ; 
Which he doth, by preſent- 
ing himſelf in the preſence 
of God for us, in the High 


and Holy Place above. 


Where he-exhibits the Sacri- 
fice of himſelf before God; 


and ſo interceeds for us: 


Which. they alſo here upon 


Earth 


58 The Dignity of the 
Earth.commemorate ; and 
Exhibiting the ſame, under 
the Form of Bread and 
| Weine, Send up their Pray- 
ers wich this Repreſentation; 
bor all the Bleſſings for 
Which he intercedes in 3 
ven. They ſhew to God 
all chat Chriſt hath ſuffer- 
ed; by preſenting before 
hina his Body broken, and 
his Blood fed : And by 
Vertue of that Sacrifice their 
Prayers, at that time, 
become the more preva- 
lent. 


V. They 
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They are alſo to dire, 2 
adviſe, and guide the Peo- 
ple of God, A* Spiritual 
conference * them: The 
Miniſters of God being of 
Counſel for the Soul, as 
Lawyers are for Mens E- 
Rates, and Phyſttians for 
their Bodies. So that to 
them Men ought to reſort ; 
that they may be better ac- 
r wich their Duty; 
atisfied in their Doubts ; 


reſolved in diffcult Caſes; 5 


=. 


60 The Dignity of the 
and aſſiſted againſt the 


Temptations: which they 
find too ſtrong for them. 


For though many general 
advices may be given from 
the Pulpit ; yet no one can 
meet there with every pri- 


vate Man's Malady. And 
therefore this Office of per- 


ſonal Inſtruction, as occaſi- 
on requires, ſeems to be 


comprehended in the gene- 


ral power given God's Mi- 
niſters, of teaching all men, 


and building them up in their 


moſt Holy Faith. 


Thek 
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Theſe wordsof the Apoſtle 
are very ſignificant, XIII Heb. 
17. where they are ſaid to 

| Watch for mens Souls: That is, 
to be ready to embrace all 
Opportunities they meet 
with of doing them good ; 
which muſt be by more 
than publick Inſtruction. 
And they are alſo faid to be 
59), Guides to the Flocks : 
Which they cannot be,with- 
out acquaintance with them, 
and with their State. And | 

| indeed , their being made 

Stewards , by giving them 

the Keys. of the „ 

0 


62 The Dignity of the 
of Heaven,implies as much: 
That they ſhould be ac- 
quainted, as much as is poſ- 
ſible, with every one of the 
Family , over whom they 
are ſet. 


VI. 


They are allo to aſſiſt 
the Sick; by helping them 
to ſearch into their Con- 
ſciences, and find out the 
diſeaſes of their Souls; and 
particularly what Sin they 
may poſſibly labour under, 
for which the „ of 
S TH their 


> 
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their Body, may prove a 
proper Cure. They are to 
receive their Confeſſions ; 
to direct them unto the beſt 
Remedies for removing their 
bad Affections; to exhort, 
perſuade and comfort them, 
according as their Condi- 
tion requires. No Man 


that underſtands our Reli- 


gion, will think ir ſtrange, 
that day, they are to re- 


ceive — Sick Man's Con- 
teflion ; for St. James faith 
the ſame, V. 44, 15, 16. 
If be have committed ſms , 


( ſpeaking of a Sick Man ) 


they 


64 The Dignity of the 
they ſhall be forgiven him, 
de or / aun , Abſ Tn 
{hall be given him; and 
therefore Confeſſion [mull 
precede it. But to put all 
out of doubt, he adds in 
the next words, Confeſs your 
faults. one to another, and pray 
one for another; that ye may 
le healed. Two things it 
85 evident he {peaks of; the 
forgiving of «juuapricy, Sins 
een againſt 
Cod and the forgiving of 
erte, Faults, which 
are leſſer er and Trel- 
paſles againſt Men. Now 
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in the latter Caſe, it may 


be ſufficient that we confeſs 
one to another; that is, to 
the Party offended, whe 
the Apoſtle ſaith - ſhould 
pray to God tor Healing ; 

i. e. that he would not lay 
his offence to his charge. 
But in the former Caſe he 
was to confeſs to the Elders 
of the Church; whom he 
is there ane to 


call for; that they may 


Pray det him, and obtain 
Healing and Reconciliation | 


for him. 


There 


. 
15 
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There are other acts of I. 
their Office, which I ſhall BC 
not now mention, becauſe Ih 
I would only name the I 


Chief. 91. l 
3 e 


They are then to Ex- II 
clude Men out of the fir 
Chriſtian Society, when all 
other means fail, which 
Chriſt hath appointed to 
make them good Chriſtians, 
WhenPreaching,when private 
Admonitions,and Reproots; 
when all other good Offices 


wall 
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will not make them true to 
Chriſt, and live orderly in 
his Houſe ; then they who 
had the Power of opening 
the door, and taking them 


into his Family, have Po w- 


er to caſt them out, and 

ſhut the door againſt them. 
This is called Binding them, 
he ſin the words after thoſe I 
lll am explaining: As Men 
are wont to do idle and 
falſe Servants, who are de- 
 Wiivered to the Houſe of 


For their faults. This is 
the very laſt, and greateſt 


Power 


Correction, to be puniſhed 


4 68 The Dig nity of the 


Power they have for Mens 
Reformation. 


And here it is to be ob- 
ſerved, That this Power, 
together with that which 
follows, was given by 
Chriſt to his Miniſters, as 
I noted in the beginning, 
before his Aſcenſion to 
Heaven : And therefore 
doth not belong to them as 
Apoſtles, which they were 
not made till the Day of 
Pentecoſt, but as Paſtors of 
the Church, Stewards of 
_ Chriſt's Houſhold; which 


came 
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came down to their Succeſſ- 
ors in that Office. 
But it is farther to be no- 
„J ted that the whole of this 
power is not in every parti- 
i = cular Miniſter; but only ſo 
much of it, as they by 
| whom they were Ordained 
„Ito their Office, beſtowed 
ol upon them. Now it you 
e conſider the whole proceſs 
5 againſt a Profane Perſon, 
you will eaſily ſee how 
much every particular Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, can chall- 
enge to himſelf of this 
power. He is firſt to be 
D admoniſh- 


70 The Dignity of the 
admoniſhed; and then tobe 
{ſharply rebuked, if admo- 
nitions do no good: And 
theſe duties ought to be 
performed by private Chri- 
ſtians, as well as by Mini- 
ſters. But then thirdly, he 
is to be debarred of the 
privileges. of the reſt of 
Chriſtian People, for ſome 


time, to fee if he will re- 


pent and amend. And this 
is in the power of every 
particular Miniſter of Chriſt; 
committed to him by the 
Succeſlors of the Apoſtles 
at his ordination. And then 

55 follows 
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follows the thruſting him 
out of the Family, till he 
repent, and return to his 
Obedience: Which is ſuch 
a cenſure as is not to be 
paſs d by any ſingle perſon, 
without the aſſiſtance of 
others. For it 1s the Sentence 
of a Judge, in ſuch a weigh- 


ty concernment; that it is 


ar in the power of a 


Court, being an act of 
J udgment, and heavy con- 
demnation. 
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72 The Dignity of the 
VIII. 
Laſtly, They are to ab- 


ſolve * a Penitent : that 1s, 
ſuch as acknowledge Fs 


Sins, and reform their Lives. 


Hato whom they are to 
open the door again, and 
let them once more into the 
Chriſtian Society. Not by 
a new Baptiſm ; but by a 
ſolemn abſolution , and 
pronouncing ha. in the 
State wherein they were be- 
fore their Excluſion. And 
this is called looſing, in the 


words 
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words following theſe lam 
explaining : Untying the 
former Bond, and taking 
off the Puniſhment inflict- 
ed. Which power is lodg= 
ed in the ſame hands, thar 
exerciſed the former. They 
that laid on theload, can 
only take it off. 

There is indeed another 
fort of abſolution, or acquit- 
ting; which in certain caſes, 
is in the power of every 
particular Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt: I will mention two 
which our Church, and the 
Church of God every 
D/ 32ͤ whe: 
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where hath always approv- 


ed. 


Firſt, In caſe of great de- 
jection of Spirit, which any 
pious Soul labours under. 
If upon laying open the 
State of that Soul, and a 
ſerious ſurvey of it, and 


comparing it with the rule 


of the Goſpel, it be found 
to be faithful unto Chriſt; 


he that Miniſters unto it in 


Chriſt's Name, ought not 
only to apply Comfort to 
it, but more than that; 
pronounce a pardon to it, 
Mails” SL. 
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and aſſure it of God's grace 
and favour. Which can- 
not but be of great uſe, and 
afford much ſatisfaction and 
confidence to troubled Spi- 
rits: When one that can 

neither be ſuſpected of ig- 
norance, nor of partiality, 
but is wiſe and holy; ſhall 
pronounce its condition to 
be ſafe, according to the 
word of God. 

Secondly, In time of Sick- 
neſs and approaching Death, 
a good man who hath given 
Teſtimony of a fincere re- 
pentance in his Life time, 


D 4 and 


76 The Dignity of the 
and behaved himſelf Reli- 


gioully in the Family of 
Chriſt, will receive no ſmall 
addition of hope of future 
happineſs, from the Judg- 
ment of a faithful Miniſter 
of Chriſt : Who knowing 
the State of his Soul, and 
manner of Life hae ſhall 
abſolve him from his Sins, 
in the name of Chriſt. 

{ confeſs, they who are 
prophane and diſſolute in 
their health, who live with- 
out God, and without a 
due regard to men; follow- 
ing their own Luſts and 


Deſires; 
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Deſires; though they ſhew 
ſome ſigns of ſorrow and 

| | hatred of their Sins on their 
Death Bed, yet they are 
otherwiſe to be dealt with- 
al. There is no reaſon the 
ſhould be abſolved; that 
is, pronounced pardoned, 
and in a ſafe condition: 
For as they never Lived 
well, ſo no body can tell, 
what they will do, If they 
ſhould be reſtored to health: 
again. It muſt be their 
puniſhment, for beginning 
o late, that they go out of 
the World in a douhtful con 
D' 5s dition 5 


" —-_ — —p ney * 40 


78 The Dignity of the 
dition; without ſuch a great 
Bleſſing of the Church, as 
that of Abſolution is; Which 
belongs to thoſe who have 
overcome Temptations; 
and conquered the Devil, 
the World and the Fleſh : 
Which no man can do up- 
on his death bed, becaufe 
he hath no opportunities. 
We cannot but conclude 
well of thoſe who do well, 
when they had Temptati- 
ons to do otherwiſe : But as 
for thoſe who only reſolve 
to do well, when they have 
no Temptation to do evil; 

what- 
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whatſoever hope we may 
have of them, we can con- 
clude nothing certainly. 
They ought not todeſpair ; 
but we can give them no 
aſſurance of God's Mercy. 

A Faithful Steward of the 
myſteries of Chriſt, muſt 
make a difference between 
. | choſe that behavethemlſelves 
according to the rules of 
„che Goſpel ; and thoſe that 
live diſorderly in Chriſt's: 
Family. He cannot honeſt- 
ly diſpenſe our Saviour's 
Bleſſing alike to all. They 
that all their Life have re- 
fiſteck 


80 'The Dignity of the 
ſiſted the exhortations and 
admonitions of the Church, 
deſpiſed her invitations, and 
intreaties, and reproof, and 
all other remedies ; muſt 
not think to be taken all on 
a {udden into her very Bo- 
ſom: But be content to de- 
part the World in an un- 
certain condition ; only 
with earneſt Prayers for 
them; and recommendati- 
ons of them to the infinite 
Mercies of God in Chriſt 
Felus. Who knows their 
hearts, and whether their 
reſolutians of amendment 
© were 
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were well grounded, and 
would have held out in a 
time of trial; and accord- 


ingly will difpoſe of them. 
Thus I have briefly ex- 


plained to you the power 
Chrift hath given to his 
Minitters, by committing 
to them the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Which 
are words of a very lofty 
Sound; but of no leſs ſig- 
nification. From the Ex- 
plication of which; you 
cannot but learn both your 
Dignity , and your Duty: 
You 
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You ought to think it the 
greateſt honour in the 
World to ſerve the Lord 
Chriſt in this Office. How- 
ever men are pleaſed to e- 
ſteem you; look upon your 
felves as advanced to the 
higheſt end nobleſt Prefer- 
ment. With which you ought 
not to be puffed up, but to 
demean your ſelves in it 
with the humbleſt Rever- 
ence; becauſe it is a very great 
and facred truſt. And 
therefore ought to fill you 
with Solemn thoughts, how 
to diſcharge it, to the Sa- 
* tisfaction 


et 
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tisfaction of your Lord and 
Maſter: So that you may 
neither diſhonour him, nor 
your Office by performing 
it negligently; but with an 
hearty Affection and true 
Zeal to his Service. Who, 
as I ſaid, hath conferred 
the higheſt Honour upon 
you; but accompanied 
with a very weighty truſt: 
Which he expects you 
ſhould honeſtly diſcharge. 
He hath honoured you 
with the Office of Stewards, 
in his Houſe and Family; 
which 
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which is the Kingdom of 
Heaven: And it is required 
of, Stewards, ( as St. Paul 
reacheth us, 1 Corinth. IV. 
2. ) that a man be found 
faithful. Let none of. us 
chen ; My Brethren, ever 
prove. falſe to our great 
and gracious Lord by not 
attending to our Office: 

nut give all diligence, both 
to underſtand it, and to 
perform the duti es belong- 
ing to it, with all fidelity. 

Conſider what manner 
of Perſons they ought to bs 

above all other Men, in all 

| hob 
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holy converſation and godlineſs: 
who have a work of ſuch 
importance, of ſuch large 
extent, incumbent on them. 
How Watchful, how Stu- 
dious, how Induſtrious and 
Careful they ought to be, 


to make uſe of the Keys of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, 


wherewith they are intruſt- 
ed, unto the ends and pur- 
poſes for which they are 
committed to them. I will 
not enlarge this Treatiſe by 
preſſing upon you every 
particular part of your Du- 
ty 5 but only in general be- 


ſeech 
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ſeech you to be ſo ſolicitous || js 
in the diſcharge of them || ar 
all; that the People may [| of 
be convinced of the Truths Ip. 
| TI have now repreſented to Iha 
you ; and underſtand that 
you are employed in an p 
Office, both of great Au- bl 
thority, and of great La- an 
bour. 2, £ 
There are many of them IA 
who have fo little know- I 
ledge of theſe matters, that th 
they commonly ſay, Mini- I ſo 
ſters lead a lazy Life, and w 
have their Maintenance for Ich 
nothing: When the truth I is 
2 is, 


„ gw © 3 Y 


s, the People themſelves 
are too willing to caſe them 
of a great deal of their 
Pains. They would not 
have them do all their 
Work; for they will not 
put themſelves to the trou- 
ble of going to them for 
any private Advice; nor 
be at leiſure to hear all their 
Admonitions, and Inſtru- 
tions, and Reproofs. Let 
thoſe therefore Nw ( by 
ſome means or other) 
who are apt to undervalue 
their Labours; ſaying, it 
is but ſtepping up into the 
Pulpit 
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88 The Dignity of the 
_ Pulpit twice a Week, and 
making an hours Diſcourſe, 
that it js their own fault if 
their Labour be not far 
greater; by having daily 
Prayers, and more frequent 
Communions, and giving 
perſonal Inſtructions. Pray 
them to give you opportu- 
nities to perform every part 
of your Office; and they 
ſoon ſee it is not 
=” Calling; but there 
Employment enough, 


and alſo Care, and great 
Thoughts of Heart about 
it z which deſerve the high- 
eſt 


el 


7 
0 
l 
d 
V 
{ 
I 
a 


Chriſtian Prieſthood. 89 
I ct Encouragement. Pray 
chem to begin to have ſome 
if care of their Souls, and 
r || they will find it neceſſary 
to come to you for perſo- 
1 ſnal Direction; or to let 
g you come to them. De- 
y fire them to be at leiſure, 
u- Nat ſeaſonable times, that 
rt you may take an account 
ey [of their Practice, and of 
ot their Profiting. Let them 
re deſire to be informed in 
h, what they do not under- 
cat tand; to uſe you as the 
ut Phyſicians of their Souls; 
h- as the Keepers of the Houſe | 
eſt of 


| 
|} 


go The Dignity of the 
of God, who are to give 
every one their portion in 


due ſeaſon : And then they 


will diſcern the Work is ve- 
great; and calls for Skill 
and Faithfulneſs, Diligence 


and Patience. 


And how is it poſſible 
the People ſhould not 
ſee, if they attend to 


S theſe things, how highly thy 


ought to eſteem them in lovt 
for their works ſake, as St. 


Paul exhorts, 1 Thefs. V. 
13. and obey thoſe that have 
the rule over them and ſubmi 
themſelves, as his words are 


XIII 
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el XIII Hebr. 17. But if I 
1} ſhould purſue ſuch things as 
y | they deſerve, I muſt make 
„another little Treatiſe for 
U the People, to acquaint them 
e with their Duty; as I have 
made this for you that are 
le Prieſts, Who having the 
ot care of them, I ſhall leave 
toit to you, on fitting occa- 
e ſions, to repreſent to them, 
YE what regard ought to be 
St. paid to the Miniſters of 
V. Chriſt. 
vl And omitting many o- 
mt} cher things, I ſhall only 
ue mention that which is moſt 
=_-: per- 
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92 The Dignity of the 
tinent and agreeable to my 
preſent Subject. Which is, 
that the Stewards of Chriſt 
being the governours of his 
Family, every one of that 
Family ought to be ruled 
by them: And ſubmit to 
their Authority in ſuch 


things as they decree to be 


fit and Expedient, for the 
keeping the houſe of God 
in good order. For that is, 
without all doubt, another 
part of the power of thoſe 
to whom Chriſt hath com- 
mitted the care of his Fa- 
mily, in chief; to make 


ſuch 
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ſuch rules as to them ſhall 
ſeem moſt meet, for the 
regular and ſeemly per- 
formance of all religious 
duties in his Church : Let 
all things ( faith St. Paul) 
be done: . decently, and in 
order. 1 Corinth. XIV. 40. 


All things he means, that I 


treated of before, are to be 
ſo performed; that they do 
not fall into contempt, and 
all contuſion be avoided. 
The Stewards of Chriſt 


therefore are to take care 


that Baptiſm, and Prayers, 
and the Holy Communion, 
E and 
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and all the reſt, be admi- 
niſtred in ſuch a manner, 
that there want nothing to 
the due ſolemnity of ſuch 
ſacred actions. The acti- 
ons and Offices themſelves 


Chriſt hath appointed, not 


they. But the manner off 


their performance, as to 
time, place, geſture, habit, 
and ſuch like things, is not 
appointed by Chriſt, nor 
can be the ſame in all ages, 
and Countries; but is let 


to their Diſcretion. That 


this then may be done with 
all gravity, and in the moſt 
comely 


— — Wy — 8 
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comely and edifying man- 
ner, they are to pretcribe 
rules, and make orders : 
Unto which every one that 
is under their charge, ought 
in conſcience to ſubmit him- 
ſelf. 

I know it is become a 
queſtion with too many, 
whether they have ſuch a 
power or no. This is a 
point which will not go 
down with thoſe, who look 
upon all laws as too great 
an abridgment of their li- 
berty : And upon all go- 
vernors as ſo many Enemies, 

1 that 
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that would diſpoil them of 
their own will and pleaſure, 
which is very dear to them. 
And fo they rather chuſe to 
throw all things into con- 
fuſion, though they them- 
ſelves be undone thereby 
than ſubmit to be ordered 
by any one elſe, but ac- 
cording as they themſel ves 
judg convenient. 

I will aſſiſt you therefore 
briefly to prove the Autho- 
rity of Church Governours, 
to bind the people to ſuch 
rules as they think fit to 

make; for the preſerving 
BETH [is 1 <-1. 2a 
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order and decency among 
them. | 
I. And here in the firſt 
place, let this be premiſed, 
which no body can deny ; 
that there are ſome things, 
which, for the time being, 
are very decent in them- 
ſelves ; and others very un- 
becoming. And rherefore 
ſince common reaſon tells 
us, that nothing is to be 
managed with more folem- 
4 | nity and gravity than the 
Service of Almighty God ; 
ſuch things are to be choſen 
in the performance of it, as 
E tw, * 


er 


— — — 
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will preſerve its honourand 
dignity ; and ſuch avoided 
as will expoſe it to con- 
tempt: Upon which ac- 
count we may obſerveſome 
things ordained by the Law 
of Moſes; for which no 


other reaſon can be given, 


but only this; that there 


might not be any undecen- 
cy in the worſhip of God, 


that then was. I will give 


O 
two inſtances; which the 


Jews themſelves have noted. 
The holy things of which 
none but the Prieſts might 
eat, were appointed to be 

eaten 
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eaten in the Holy place, and 
| | no where elſe; and likewiſe 
. | they were ordered to be ea- 
een on the ſame day theywere 
> || offered, and not kept till 
the morrow. For no other 
) | cauſe, ſaith R. Levi ben 
Gerſom, but that the Sacri- 
e || fices might appear more 
glorious and magnificent: 
And that they might not 
fall into contempt by being 
carried into private houſes; 
nor create any loathing in 
the Prieſts, by being too 
t long reſerved. Thus like- 
wiſe the Ephod is ordered to 
5 E 4: be 


o 
- 


W 


c 
1 
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be bound at the top, round 


M2 
* + 
mo 


| 


about the hole of it; that 
it might not be in danger t 
be rent. XXVIII Exod. 3 2. 
The reaſon of which was, 
ſaith the ſame Author, be- 
cauſe laceration, or rend- 
ing, is a very ill-favoured 


- 


- 


- * 
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tremity of 


end unbecoming thing; 
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a Garment; for 


— 


it ſignifies that thing which 


is torn, to be tending to 
decay. Since things there- 


"Tore were then appointed, 
according to the natural 
ſenſe of Mankind, merely 


for 
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for this end and no other; 
that what belonged to the 
Service of God might not 
be deſpiſed, nor ſeem vile 
in the Eyes of the people: 
This is not to be neglected 
now, but care taken of ſuch 
decency, as may gain a re- 
ſpect and reverence to what 
is done in the Church, or 
Family of God. 

II. This being premiſed, 
let it be further conſidered 
that our Lord himſelf hath 
no where appointed ſuch 
things; and therefore he 
bath left them: ro be order» 

E-5% ot 
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ed by the wiſdom of ſome- 
body elſe. He hath no 
where, for inſtance , told 
us, a what Habit the 
Sacrifice of Prayer and 
Thankſgiving ſhould be 
offered ; nor in what man- 
ner we ' ſhould Eat of the 
Holy things; that is, re- 
ceive the Holy Communion 
of his Body and Blood: 
And therefore proviſion 
muſt be made by thoſe who 
have Authority from: him, 
that theſe and all other Ser- 
vices in his Church, be ſo 
ts] that they be not 


rendered 


8 ©' v 2 
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rendered deſpicable and 
mean in the Eyes of the 
World. 2 
— HE And this is very ap- 
parent by. the Holy Scri- 
ptures, that in the Family 
of Chriſt, all Perſons are 
not equal; but ſome are 
ſaid to preſide, to rule, to- 
be over the reſt ; who are 
required to ſubmit, and be- 
ſubject, and obey. Which: 
is 2 clear demonſtration ,, 
that theſe things are not 
to be put to the Vote, ank ³ 
carried by the major part | 
of Voices in the Church: 
n | U. 
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But are to be appointed 
and determined by the 
Leaders and Governours; 
unto whom the reſt are to 


yield their conſent. 


n Fand 5 885 it 
3 follows, that if they 
be to Govern, and the "og 
ple: to obey,; then there 
muſt be Ns Laws and 
Rules made, without which 
there can be no Govern- 
3 nor any Obedience. 


| L V. And again I i 
gl the Scripture, that the 
Autho- 
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Authority of theſe Rulers 
was ſo great, that there was 


danger they might a- 


buſe ir, by troubling the = 


Church with unneceſſary 
Obſervances. Elſe Why 
Should St. Peter caution 


' | fight of the Flock of God, 1 
not to carry themſelves, 4s 
| lords over Gods heritage: 


That is, to uſe their Power 
moderately, 1 Pet. V. 3. 
This had been a very im- 


had no Power at all. How 
1 Was 


thoſe whom he requires to 
feed, and take the o ver- 


pertinent advice, if they had 
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was it poſſible for them to 
lord it over the Hock, if they 
could command chem no- 


thing? 


VI. And then again ob- 
ſerve, That this Admoni- 
tion is not directed to the 
People, but to the Elders 


themſelves. He doth not 


call upon the Flock to ſee 


that their Rulers did not 
curb and check the Power 
of their Elders, if it grew 
exorbitant; but he requires 
the Elders themſelves to take 


care 


7 — be — 
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care of this; that they did 
not domineer by com- 

- | manding any ching for their 
meer will and pleaſure, 
leſt their Power proved 


en to their People. 


Upon cheſe grounds, and 
twenty other things I could 
name, the Miniſters of 
Chrift are to call upon their 
people to yield obedience 
to the appointments of the 
Governours of his Church, 
in matters of decency and 
order; which do not ma- 
nifeſty croſs the appoint- 


ments 


C 
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ments of Chriſt . himſelf : 
They are the fitteſt Judges 
of ſuch things ; and indeed 
there can be no other. For 
the people, having every 
one. peculiar fancies, will 
never agree about ſuch 


matters: Which muſt there- 


fore be regulated by their 
guides, unto whoſe Godly 
Judgments: they all ought 


to ſubmit. 


And if any one ask 
where Chriſt hath given 
them ſuch authority, let 
S them know that it is mani- 
feſtly included, if the Scrip- 


rures. 
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tures be rightly underſtood, 


in thoſe words of his, = 
fore his Aſcention unto 
St. Peter , Taſuape, feed my 
Sheep, XXI John 16. For to 


feed ſignifies not only to 


inſtruct and teach; but alſo 


govern and make laws and | 


orders. _ The n of th 


— — -4 8 N 7 Aa 7 * * = 8 «Ih 1 
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are fy cient pop we this: ©. 
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God took him — the 2 ep= 2 4 


folds, from following the Ews 
great with young, (i. e. from 
taking care to order them 
ſo, that they did not miſ- 
a ta FEE D Jacob hir 


people 
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people, and Ifrael his inheri- 
tance. So he FED them ac- 
cording to the integrity of his 
heart; and guided them by the 
w_— of bis frond 
LXXVIIL P/al. 76, 71,72. 
That is, he governed them 
with reat Juſtice, and ſin- 
nn ref e udy of ir Happi- 
| acl : arid] exereiſed higpow- 
er ſo, a5 uns moſt for their 
benen 
Neher was this power 
given to St. Peter alone, but 
our Saviour tells them all, 
they ſhould fit on Twelve 


ow (XIX. Mat. 28.) 
that 


. 
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that is, rule and govern his 
people, as perſons having 
authority over them. And 
that they did not exerciſe this 
power merely as Apoſtles, 
or Men extraordinarily call- 
ed,but that it was common 
to all future Governours 
of the Church, appears by 
St. Peters own words to the 
Elders in the place before 
mentioned, 1. Pet. V. 2. 
FEED the flock of God that 
is among you, &c. That is, 
rule and govern them: but 
do it diſcreetly: not as ab- 
ſolute Lords and Kings in 
the 


112 The Dignity of the 


the Church (for that the 
word Feed, and $ hepherd an- 
ciently imported) but as 
Miniſters, and Stewards, 
and thoſe that muſt give 
an account of their ma- 
nagemenr. | 


75" oe ht power ach - ever 
ben -thouphe-co be in the 
5 "Church ;.- Gnce/;that time: 
4 and the Biſhops Chair hath 
been call d by Eccleſiaſtical 
| Writers, his Throne (in allu- 
| 


ſion, I ſuppoſe, to thoſe 
words of our Saviour) he 
1 with his — 
2 N who 
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(who are' call'd Prieſts #* 
Iris Sch, of a ſecond 
Throne, or Chair) being 
to order all Affairs in the 
Church,with ſuch prudence 
and integrity as David did 
the Affairs of his King- 
dom. 

Nor can thoſe words of 
our bleſſed Saviour, XX 
Matth. 2.5. be juſtly alledg- 
ed, as a barr to the exerciſe 
«: ſuch a power ; where 
he. ſaith , the Privtes of 
the | Gentiles erer ciſe dominion 
over them, and they that are 
great exer ciſe - authority: upon 
2. them. 


— — Kh 
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them. But it ſhall not be 
ſo among you : But whoſoever 
will be great among you, let 
him be your Miniſter, &c. 
For firſt, you may be ſure, 
that our Lord could not 
contradict himſelf : Who 
had told his Apoſtles in the 
Chapter foregoing, that 
they ſhould fit upon 'Tivelve 
Thrones, judging the Twelve 
Tribes of Vrael. And there- 
fore ſecondy, we may be 
ſure he doth not, by this 
clauſe in their Patent, diveſt 
them of all power to make 
rules and orders for his 
584g people: 
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people: Which would have 
been to make them like ſo 
many golden images in the 
Church ; or like a Statue 

„Jof a Prince on a Throne, 

t | that hath no life, breath, 

or motion: No, it is evi- 

dent even by theſe very 
words, that a great power 
eis acknowledged to be com- 
ye mitred to them; but our 

e Saviour was afraid it might 

de || tempr them to pride and 

us infolent behaviour: as if 
ft they were ſuch Princes as 
ke chen ruled the World. And 
us therefore his meaning is, 

that 
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that he would not have 
them look: upon them- 
| ſelves as having only a 
dignity conferred on them; 
but a duty allo. inciwnben 
upon them. He would 

have them r £ n Ember, they 
| were not abſolute Lords 

1 and-Maſters but Miniſters 


and Stewards: Who were 
got to uſe their power, as 


. = che's E 4 rife X | of. this W. orld 
afe- Nun roc, merely for 
their on pleaſure and 


greatneſs; but for the good, 
and benefit, and comfort 
of his Church: In one 
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word, he would have them | 
know that they ought to ex- | 
erciſe their Authority, not | 


to ſerve any private end of 
their own, but to promote 
| 


che common good of all. 
So that the greater any of 
them was, the greater obli- 
gation lay upon him, to 
make his greatneſs profi- 
table and ſerviceable, not. 
burdenſom and troubleſom 
to his erte 

05 
Theſe dings . evi- - [ 
FR and clear, if they be 
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1c *y repreſent to your 
People; ; 


R 
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People; you may hope 
they are prepared to receive 
che exhortation of the holy 
rn. V. 5. 

Ye youngers, ſubmit your ſelves 
to the Elders. i. e. Ye that 
are Learners in the School 
of Chriſt, yield unto- thoſe 
that teach and govern you: 


And do not oppoſe your 


fancies unto their judgment. 


Obey thoſe that have the rule 


over you, and ſubmit your 
ſelves : For they watch for 
your Souls, as they that muſt 
give account, that they may do 
it with joy, and not with grief; 


jo 
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for that is unprofitable for 
Jon. XIII Hebr. 17. Where 


take thoſe words, that 
they may do it with joy, to 
refer unto their ruling and 
watchfulneſs : Of which 
they muſt one day give an 
account; and then allo re- 
late how their People have 
behaved themſelves towards 
them. Who ought to con- 


ſider that, in the mean 


time, their burden is great 
enough in doing their duty 
(if they conſcientiouſly 
attend it) and that they 
ought not to have this ad- 

F 2 ditional 


1 
| 
; 
| 
| 
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ditional trouble, that their 
People are refractory, and 


will not yield to what 


is reaſonably required of 


them. Study how to make 


your People ſenſible of this, 
that they ought to endea- 
vour the eaſe and the com- 
fort of their Governours; 


that they may follow their 


employment with gladſom, 
and not with heavy hearts, 
groaning, as it were under 
a load. For this, as it will 
be grievous to them; ſo 
it will be unprofitable to 


their People. It will grieve 


them 


A R 
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them to take a great deal of 


pains without any profit, or 
ſo much as thanks: And 
on the other ſide, it will 


provoke God's Wrath a- 


gainſt the People for their 
diſobedience: Which will 
be far more grievous than 
any of their Rulers Orders. 
In ſhort, whether their 
Place and Office be conſi- 
dered; or their ſolicitude 
and care; or the account 
they muſt give of their 
Peoples demeanour, as well 
as of their own : Or the 
comfort it will be to them ; 


1 or 
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-or the profit it will be to 
the People: All theſe per- 
ſuade them to be obedi- 
ent, and ſubmit themſelves 
to thoſe who have the rule of 


them, aud watch for their 
Souls. 


| And if any Rill hong 
back, and be unwilling to 
ak themſelves to their 
Orders; deſire them to con- 
ſider theſe two things, 
with which I ſhall engl 
5 Diſcourſe 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, The ground of 


their een 


Secondly , The danger 
and fad FAR: thereo f. 


K 


Beſeech them to examine 


ſtrictly, whether their un- 


willingneſs to obey in 
things enjoyned by the au- 


thority of the Church 


(and I may add the State 


too) do not ariſe more out 
of prejudice than any rea- 
F'4 — U 
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fon ; from cuſtom and 
contrary uſage, rather than 
clear conviction of the un- 
lawfulneſs of that which is 
enjoyned. This I believe, 
will be found to be the 
truth. There are no rea- 
ſons weighty enough to 
be put into the ballance 
againſt thoſe which I have 
alledged. They are only 
light Suſpicions, vain ſur- 
miſes and fears of Superſti- 
tion which keep men from 
conforming: When it is 
moſt manifeſtly down-· right 
Superſtition, to boggle at chat 
rt] which 
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which God hath no where 
forbidden. And it is the ab- 
ſurdeſt thing 1 in the world 
to imagine, that they whom 
Chriſt Jack {et to rule his 
Church, whoſe bufineſs it 
is to Study to keep good 
order in it; ſhould notun- 
derſtand wie is moſt de- 
cent and becoming ; what 
moſt edifying and proft- 
table; what will moſt con- 
duce to maintain „ pre- 
n | mote, credit and henour 
is our Religion. Which can 
it not ftand, if a reater re- | 
at gard be not you to thoſe. 


126 The Dignity of the 


who are the Main ee 
ers s of 1 FR 


5 Thats the 4 thing 
which ougkt to be repre- 
ſented to them, the miſ- 
chievous effects of diſobe- 
dience; which may in- 
Cline them to uſe Jl dili- 
gence for their ſatisfaction. 
A grievous rent is hereby 
made in the Family s 
Chriſt: His Religion is 
dilgraced : The Governors 
5 of his ne AIC diſheart- 


-- fl ts | | ned 
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ned and diſcouraged : The 
Enemies of it are gratihed : 
And in fine, Government 
plainly ſubverted. For 
where there is envying and 
ſtrife, as St. James faith 
III. 16. there is confuft- 
n, and every evil work.. 
Theſe are the natural: 
conſequences, of difobe- 
dience : Beſides the juſt 


judgments of God, who: 


is wont to puniſh this ſin 
with worſe evils, than: 
thereby Men ſeek to a= 
void. 


Whem 
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When Korah, Dathan and 
Abiram, rebell'd againſt the 
Government of Moſes and 
Aaron ; and refuſed to pay 
that Reſpect which was due 
to thoſe who ruled in 
Church and State. The Sum 
and the Moon (ſaith R. Elie- 
ſer in his Piri) went to God, 
and ſaid, that they could ſhine 
no longer, if theſe Men were 
ſuffer d, as not being able to 
look upon ſuch Monſters. His 
meaning is, that Heaven 
cannot endure . diſorderly 
Perſons ; that the World 
cannot ſt ind if they be not 
puniſh- 
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puniſhed ; and God who 
is not the anther 5:4 confuſion, 
— of peace (as St. Paul 
aks) will certainly cha- 
* ſe them; and ſometimes 
_ deſtroys chem: Now what 
Judgment is there more 
ſuitable to the offence, than 
to deliver ſuch unruly peo- 
ple, into the cruel paws of 
inraged, 3 and 
Abena Governours; and 
ſuffer thoſe to Sinn 
over them , who will not 
be their Lords meerly, bur 
plain Tyrants? Becauſe 
they would not live volun- 
tarily 
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tarily in peaceable ſubjecti- 
on, God lets them fall un- 
der ſuch a force, that they 
ſhall enjoy no peace, but 
ſuch as the Stones have, 
which are not able to knock 
one againſt another. 

Cod of his infinite mer- 
cy prevent ſuch a concluh- 
on of our perverſeneſs, 

which an holy grave Learn- 
ed Writer of this Church in 
the beginning of the laſt 


Ceentury leſt upon Record, 
3 = 8b: his fear and dread. For 
Gs after a diſcourſe to ſhew 


thatthere is no better means 
| to 
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to keep the Popiſh Yoke 


from us, than a & eſteem 


of our Spiritual Governours, 


and being guided by them ʒ 
he adds theſe words, which 
I ſhall Abridge : Oueſtion- 


leſs, this malapert ſcoffng diſ- 


obedience againſt all Eccleſi- 


aſtical Power, now profe fſed. 


by all ſorts among us, is that 


which to all that how God s 


qudgments, cries louder in the 


ears of the Almighty (louder 


by much than the Prayers of 
Monks and Jeſuits) * venge- 
ance upou this Land. For 
vengeance to be executed by no 

| other 
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other than thoſe our ſworn ene- 
mies, to be executed by no o- 
ther grievances, than the dou- 
bling of the enraged Roma- 
niſts Iron yoke, which is now 
prepared for us, ten times more 
heavy, than that which our 
forefathers have born. 
Bleſſed be God, who 
hath not yet taken this ven- 
geance on us;tho this heavy 
Iron yoke (as he jultly calls 
it) was about to be put up- 
on our Necks, if God had 
not broken. it in pieces by 
an unexpected . wonderful 
deliverance. For which we 
have 
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have not been ſo thankful, 
as to have a good ground 
of hope, that he who hath 
delivered, will ſtill deliver 
us; but quite contrary, juſt 
reaſon to fear the appa- 
rent danger we are now 
in, of falling into the hands 
of thoſe inveterate enemies, 
by the ſtrange increaſe of 
their united power, and by 
our unaccountable Quarrels 
and Diviſions among our 
(elves. For what that great 
Man ſaid of his days, I 
think is tru now, Sure, if 
there be degrees of malignan- 

cy 
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ch in Helliſh Ghoſts, the "et 
potent fabtions of thoſe evil 
| 0 purits, ſtrive for lory by do- 
ing the greateſt mi miſe hief i in this 
Land. The condition of 
which if it were duly con- 
ſideredl, common intereſt, 
at mi be expected ſnould 
tye gh combine thoſe to- 
gether; whom love and 
charity cannot yet reconcile. 
This hath had power to 
bring enemies together; is 
it not a ſtrange ching chen, 
"that it deth not unite Neigh 
bours and Friends! We 
_ in XXII. Numb. 7. = 
0 the 
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che Elders of Moab, and the 
i | Elders of Midian went to- 
- | gether unto Balaam to de- 
's | fire his help. Theſe, accor- 
ding to the Jewiſh Traditi- 
„on, were great Enemies: 
t | How came they then now 
d to be Friends? Hear a Sto- 
- | ry , faith the Sanbedrim : 
d My Two Dogs were at dif- 
e. © ference, and there came 
o © a Wolf and ſetting upon 
is | © one of them, was like 
n, | © ro overcome him. Then 
|| ſtept in the other Dog, 
„ ſaying to himſelf, I had 
© beſt help my enemy, and 


cc j oy n 
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4 joyn with him againſt 
this Beaſt, who is a worſe 
enemy to me than he; 
and will have the lncre 
courage to ſet upon me, 
when he hath devoured 
him. You know how 
to apply it. When there is 
2 common danger, whatſo- 
ever private differences we 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


have, we ſhould joyn as 


dls as we can together ; 
and not by holding ade 
things. very faſt, let go all 
we have. It is an ill time 
to fall out with the —_— 
0 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


of a Ship, when a Pirate is 
coming to Board it; and 
for Soldiers to mutiny a- 
gainſt their General, when 
the oppoſite Army ſtands 
in Battalia, and is ready to 
give the Charge. And it 
is no leſs dangerous for peo- 
ple to be finding fault, with 
the Orders of their Gover- 
nours, when there are thoſe 
at hand, that are ready to 
deſtroy what we like, as 


well as what we diſlike in 
them, | 


2 Tim. 
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2 Tim. IT. 7. Confider 
what I ſay, and the LORD 
give you underſtanding in all 
things. 
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An Exbortation to the 
Clergy of EL x. 


Dear Brethren, 


"HE late Terrible 
Storm of Wind hath 
made ſuch a deep Impreſ- 
ſion upon me, that as I 
cannot put it out of my 
Mind; ſo it ſeems to call 
upon me to deſire others 
to keep in mind ſuch a 
Dreadful Inſtance, as J ac- 
A 4: .-- count 


2 An Exhortation to 


count it, of the Divine 


Diſpleaſure. 


It was certainly the Voice 


of God; and therefore it 


concerns us highly to hear- 


ken to it, and conſider 


what it ſpake to us from 
God. For which Reaſon [ 
have waved ſuch Exhorta- 
tions to you, as I have been 
wont to ſend before my 


Viſitations; and ſhall in 
This beſecch you, and de- 


ſire you to beſeech others, 
to look upon this Tempeſt 
as a Loud Call to a ſpeedy 
Repentance. Which eve- 


the Clergy of Ely. 3 
ry one of us ought to Pra- 
ctiſe our ſelves, and Preach 
to our People, wich great 
Earneſtneſs, and preſſing 
Perſuaſions; leſt after ſo 
much Damage as we have 
ſuffered by this Stormy 
Wind, in the ſhattering 
our Churches and Houles, 
deſtroying our Shipping , 
and ſo many Seamen and 
others, a worle thing ſhould 
come unto us. 

Lam che more 3 
to this, by the Remem- 
brance of what I long ago 
read, when I was a Mem- 


A 4 ber 
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ber of the Univerſicy, in a 
[Learned and Holy Divine 
of our Church, the Fa- 
Wi mous Dr. Fackson. A little 

Volume of whoſe Sermons, 
which J ſtill have by me, 1 
met withal, Printed at Ox- 
ford in the Year 1637, 
( entituled', Signs. of the 
Times, or God's Forewarn- ||| | 
ings): Preached partly be- 
fore His Majeſty, and part- 

| 


ly at Newcaſtle: upon Tine; 
and may now be found in 
che Second Volume of his 
Works, P. 351. 


In 


F 


0 


the Clergy of Ely. 
In an Appendix to the laſt 
of which Sermons, he ha- 
ving mentioned a Treatiſe 
of his concerning Ominous 
Prefagements, or Abodings 
good or bad, (which was 
never publiſhed ) he hath 
theſe memorable Words : 
Among all the Forewarnings 
given to this Land, as ſo ma- 
ny Summons to Repentance, 
none which have been given in 
my Memory, did make fo du- 
rable an Impreſſion upon my 
Heart and Thoughts, as that 
late mighty Wind; which ha- 
ving begun his Terrible Viſi- 
A 5 tation 
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tation from the utmoſt Point 
of the South- weſt, did con- 
tinue it in one Night unto the 
North-eaſt Corner of this 
Southern Province. A Wind, 
as he- deſcribes it, much 
like that which lately raged, 

and blew from the — 
Point of the Sout h- weſt, 

and in the, ſame Month of 
November; though not on 
the ſame Day. For as that 
continued ſomething long- 
er, ( one whole Night, 28 
I underſtand him ) ſo it fell 
out on the Eve of the Fifth 


of November, 16 36. as ours 
did 


the Clergy of Ely. | 7 


did on the Tiwenty-ſixth, a- 


bout Eleven-a-Clock ar 
Night. 4 
Now the very Time, as 


he thought, of that Vic ta- 


tion, was more than a Sign 


of che Time. Tempus ipſum 
adinonebat. The very Time 
it ſelf wherein it hapned, 
being the Vigils of that 
great Anniverſary, Novem- 
ber V. was a ſign to his 
Apprehenſion moſt ſignifi- 


cant; and did interpret 


( ranſaibe: his own 
Words) the Meaning of 
this Terrible — $ 


In- 
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1 Inarticulate Voice, as well 
as any Prophet (if there 
had been any then alive) 
could have done. | 
And thus much of its 
Meaning, a ſerious Reader 
he thought might under- 
Rand ; That albeit we of theſe i | 
Kingdoms were in firm League 
with all the Nations of the 
Barth, mith whom we have 
any Commence 5 although our 
greateſt — ſhould become 
our greateſt Friends; yet-it is 
ſtill in the Lord Almighty: bis 
|  @Power,, and we may fear in 
bis Purpoſe, to plague this 
ö 5 King- 


Kingdom, by his own imme- 


the Clergy of Bly. 'o 


diate: Hand, &c. to bury more 


living Souls; as well if Ne 


perior-as of Toferior Rank, in 
the Ruins of their Stately 
Houſes, or meaner Cottages, 
than the Powders Plotters: did 
intend*to do, or-the Poder- 
Plot is ſelf, had it taken eſſeck, 

could have done. 
This was the Admont- 
tion which he thought was 
given to this Kingdom at 
that time, by that Inviſible, 
but mol} Audible Meſſen- | 
ger (as he calls ie.) Which 
Edo not find that any one 
hath 
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hath taken notice of, upon 
occaſion of the like Stormy || | 
Wind in November -laſt; 
though it ſeems to me moſt 
worthy of great Conſide- 
ration. For herein he was 
a kind of a Prophet; this 
being written. buta Year be- 
fore the Tumults in Scotland 
began ; which were follow- 
ed by thoſe Commotions 
both in this Kingdom and 
that, which ſhaked the ve- 
ry Foundations of our Go- 
vernment, and overturned 
tz; by Dethroning and 
"i Murdering our King, de- 
[ hes grading 
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grading the Nobility, and 
enſlaving the People to the 
Will of unreaſonable Men; 
in one word, confounding 
all things both in Church 
MIS ˙ 
I dare not take upon me 
to interpret the Language 
of the late Storm, ſo plain- 
ly as he did of that: For ! 
am far from pretending to 
ſuch a Divine Spirit, as 
ſeems to me to have been 
in that Holy Man: But I 


may declare my fear, that 


it bodes ſome further Cala- 
mities ; if we do not amend 
| „ 


12 8 e 


our Lives, which hid an 
open Defiance to all God's 
Laws. And may Be al- 


lowed, nay, it is my Duty 
to Pray as he did upon that 
Occaſion: God grant, ſaith 
he, every Member of this 


Church and Kingdom, Grace 
to look into bis own Heart and 
Purpoſes; and to all in Au- 
thority, whether Supertor or 
Inferior, from- the higheſt to 
the loweſt, to look not only unto 
their un, but unto others 
ways, of whom they have the 
Care or Overſight : ; that theſe 
may run parallel with the ways 


e. 


Jy 
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of God; "Whith ifowei ſhall con- 
tinue to croſs;” or- fall foul upon 
them, or his moſt ſacred 4 
it ts: not am Parliamentary 


Law, on any AF of State; or 
Decrees ky Courts of Juſtice, 
that can break: the- ſtroke of 

bis. out=ſtretched:, puniſhin: 
Arm and Pland 5 and-fend F 
bis dreadful qu Jude ments threats 
nedz from 2 more heavy 
ub , than at- any time hi- 
therto ( praiftbe þ his Nane) 
ey! have done. 
FTheſe ſolemn Refledti- 
ons of his, upon the Voice 


of that Meſlenger of God 


{a8 


/ 
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(as he ſtiles it) have a- 


wakened me to conſider, 


That I having the Care and 


Overſight of you, my Dear 
Brethren, ought, upon the 
like Occaſi ion, to repreſent 


to you, that you are highly 


concerned in this matter: 


Being called by God to 2 
weighty . Office 5 Charge; 


that is, (as you were cold 
at your Ordination) to be 
Meſſengers , Watchmen, and 
Stewards of the Lord 3 T0 
teach, and to premoniſh, to 


feed and provide for the Lord's 


Family. And therefore, | 
| be⸗ 


3 Clergy of Ely. 15 
beſeech you, look to the 
ways of your Pariſhioners ; 
obſerve thoſe who are neg- 
ligent, or deviate from the 
ways of God; and admo- 
aich them of: their Duty; 
exhort them to Repentance; 
giving them both publick, 
and private Monitions (as you 
then promiſed to do) with 
all faithful diligence. 

1 ſhall mention ſome few 
things , wherein I deſire 
your Diligence. It you ob- 
ſerve any Perſonsto neglet 
the Publick Service of God 
on the Lord s Day, either 

loy- 
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loytering at Home careleſly, 
or prophanely frequenting 
It Houſes; have a great 
— upon thele 
Men, and endeavour to a- 
waken them out of their 
Stupidity: For if they be 
nov Atheiſts, they are in tlic 
direct way to chat horrid 
_ Impiety; 

There are ahh folarhn 
Times alſo appointed by 
Authority for Humiliazion, 
3 God's Diſplea- 
ſure; and avert his Judg- 


ments, which c ought. to be 


diligencly 9 And 
—* though 
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though they are not conti- 

nued Monthly, asthey have 
ſometimes been, yet no Au- 

thority (as that Great Man 

before · mention d ſpeaks up- 
on occaſion of the Stotm 
in his days) prohibits any 
1 2 Man 1 
the Days appointed by 
© the dk Whoſe: 2 
* nons-enjoin, though not 
* whole Families, yet of e- 
very Family ſome one or 
other, to reſort unto the 
5 Houſe of God, ro offer up 
Prayers and Supplications 
appointed by our Church, 


a upon 
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© upon two other ſpecial 
Days in the Week, beſides 
© the Lord's Day. 


I know how hard it is to 


perſuade Men to come and 
ſupplicate the Divine Mer- 
cy upon thoſe we call Lita- 
mi Days: though it is a very 
eaſy Injunction, for ſome 
one out of every Family, 
to implore a Bleſſing upon 
the reſt. Yer try, I beſeech 
you, what you can do, to 
bring your People unto 


this, by repreſenting to them 


the great Benefit of it. The 
late Dreadful Tempeſt, 


which! 
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which put us all into a great | 
5 | Conſternarion, fell out, I 

obſerve, on a Friday Night. 
» | Now I cannot but think it 
was a great Comfort to e- 
very 


good Man, in the 
midſt of that Fright, if he 
reflected that he, or ſome 
of his, had been at Church 

„ that Day, and commend- 
ned his Family to God; be- 

h ſeeching him, as we pray 
o in the Litany, to deliver us 
to from Lightning and Tempeſt, 
mas well as other Calamities 
ic there mentioned. 


And 
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5 And: furtlier repreſent to 
them, that they who Re- 
| ver, pray- to God from one 
| Lord's-Day tO another, but 
remain the whole Week 
without the Werſhip .of 
God, are in very great dan- 
ger of falling intd ſuch For- 
getfulneſs of God, as 2 
large Step to Atheiſm. 
— — them to 
have ſo much Care of their 
Souls, as ac leaſt to pray to 
Sod every Morning and 
Evening, in their own Fa- 
mily ; begging his- Bleſſing 
upon them in their ſeveral 
D 45 Cal- 
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Callings; and rendring their 
humble Thanks to him for 
his Mercies. You can ea- 
fily make ſuch a Prayer for 
them, and beſeech them to 
uſe it ; which would be a 
good ftep towards the 
making them Religious : 
But without this, very good 
Men have look d upon it 
as a ſign of Irreligion. 
lately met with theſe 
Words of a very Eminent 
Perſon, which I cannot 
well forbear to ſet down 
here; Conſtant Family Wor- 
ſhip is ſo Neceſſary to keep 
B 


alive 


8 


e .. •— . . 
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alive a conſtant Senſe of God 


and Religion in the minds of 


Men, that I do not ſee how 


| 

| 
any Family that neglects it,. 
can be eſteemed a Family of Þh 
Chriſtians, or indeed to have « 
any Religion at all: Inſo-It 
much, that another late { 
Writer quoting theſeWords, 
takes the confidence to ſay, 
A Prayerleſs Family is a Pa- 
gan Family. 

But I will ſay no more 
of this, but only one word 
That the late Storm ors 
to call us to this Duty ot 
that we ſhould not conten N 
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our ſelves only on Sundays 
o beſeech God, as we do 
in the Evening Service, To 
defend us from the perils and 
dangers of that Night ; but 
every Night before we go 
to Reſt, commend our- 
ſelves to His Gracious Pro- 
tection ; for we know not, 
when we lye down, whether 
we ſhall riſe again; but 
our Beds before che Morn- 
due ing may become our 
Graves. 
Ic is incumbent alſo up- 
Jon you, being the Lord's 
Watchmen; to - obſerve 
B 2 what 
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what Sins are moſt reigning 
in your Pariſh ; whether 
Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, 
Swearing , Prophaning of 
the Lords-Day , or any 
other; and endeayour to 
Convince them of theſe 
Sins, and to bring them to 


| FRepentance; exhorting all 
thoſe who have any Power i 


in their hands, to employ it 
with their utmoſt Vigor, 
for the ſuppreſſing of theſe 
Vices. 

But muſt more particu- 
larly-admoniſh you of one 
thing, which you promiſed 


al 
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at your Ordination; That 
you would maintain and ſet 
forward, as much as in yon 
lieth, Quietneſs, Peace and 
Love, among all Chriſtian 
People, eſpecially among thoſe 
committed to. your Charge. 
Now there was never grea- 
ter need of your laborious 


Endeavours in chis Buſineſs, 


than at this time; if we 
may judge of all Places, by 
what we fee in ſome; 
where there are ſuch Dil- 
cords and Diviſions, fuch 
Heats and Animoſities, ſuch 
Hatreds and Enmities, nay 


B 3 Juch 
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ſuch Study of Revenge, 
as, if they be not Extin- 
guiſhed , are ſad Preſages 
of an approaching Ruin. 
I cannot but think that the 
late Terrible Storm, which 
did ſo much Miſchief by 
Land and by Sea, was af 
Warning to us; calling up- 
on us to ceaſe the violent 
Storms of Contention that 
are among us, which en- 
danger the Shipwrecking of 
the whole Kingdom. 
Her moſt Excellent Ma- 
jeſty lately recommended 
this to the whole Body ot 
RAT" the 
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the Nat on aſſembled in 
n- | Parliament by their Repre- 
es | ſentatives, which She did 
n. in an extraordinary Vehe- | 
ne mence of Stile; telling us, 
ch That She wanted Words to 
y | Expreſs Her earneit Deſire 
al of ſeeing all Her Subjects in 
p· ber fect Peace and Union among 
nt || themſelves ; and therefore 
a delires us all carefully to 
n- avoid any Heats or Diviſions 
of fl that may diſappoint Her of 

that Satisfaction, and give 
1M Encouragement to the common 
dl Enemies of our Church and 
off State. Bur alas! our Di- 
Ie B 4 ferences 
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ferences and Quarrels ſtill 
continue; and we are in 
nothing ſo Zealous, as in 
our fierce Oppoſitions one 
to another. 

It is ſad to conſider the 
lamentable Effects of this, 
which already appears in the 
moſt unaccountable Diſaf- 
fection Men bear io one 
another, in the Writings 
and Reproaches that are 
caſt on thoſe who have 
been and are the great Sup- 
porters of Religion among 
us. What a ſtrange L iber- 
ty do Men tolerate in them- 
1 5 ſelves, 
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ſelves, who repreſent theſe 
Perſons as the Betrayers of 
the Church, meerly becauſe 
they do not agree with them 
in ſome Notions; that is, 
do not take thoſe things to 
be for the Service of the 
Church, which they judge 
very Neceſſary? May not 
Men differ in ſuch things, 
and not fall out one with 
another? What Reaſon 
can be given for ſuch a Li- 
cenſe as Men take to Cen- 
ſure their Superiors in this 
manner, who have all their 
Lives, in all times, in all 


B 5 dan- 
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dangers, cloſely adhered to 
the Intereſt of the Church, 
and taken a great deal of 
Pains in their Pious La- 
bous to promote it? Might 
not a little Modeſty teach 
Men to think, that they who 
are Above, ſee a little more 
than they who are Below ? 
If this Virtue were not ve- 
ry ſcarce, men would not 
be ſo fierce and forward to 
Cenſure and Judge, with- 
out Reſtraint, their Elders, 

who are men of longer 
Obſervation and Experi- 
ence than themſelves. 


May 
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May we not think that 
God ſent this rough Meſ- 
ſenger (I mean the late 


Furious Tempeſt) to re- 


prove the violent, boiſte- 
rous Spirit which rages a- 
mong us, and teach us 
more Moderation, Gentle- 
nels, and Goodnels ? 
Which that we may learn, 
Her Majeſty hath been 
pleaſed moſt Piouſly once 


more to recommend it un- 
to us, in the Concluſion of 
the Seſſion of Parliament 


Veſterday: When She told 


us, That though Her 
| „De- 
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©© Delires which She had ex- 
15 preſſed in the beginning 0 
«oof it, of ſeeing us in © 
« perfect Unity, had not 

„met with all the Succeſs Þ | 
« which She Wiſh'd and I | 
*© Expected; yet being ful- 
' ly convinced that nothing 

| 

| 


** 


0 


* 


is ſo neceſſary to our 
common Welfare; She 
is not diſcouraged / 
perſiſting in the ſame ear- 
« neſt Deſires, That all 
will go 3 into their 
e ſeveral Countries, ſo diſ- 
poſed to Moderation and 
3 * Unity, as becomes _ thaſe 
* who 


cc 


cc 


A 


« 
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« who are joyned together in 
the ſame Religion and In- 
ce tereſt. 
By this we cannot but ſee, 
that as She ſaid at firſt, Her 
Royal Heart is ſet on this: 
And let ours be ſo too; let 
nothing diſcourage us from | 
the Bleſſed Work of Peace- 
makers ; remembring thar 
whatloever Character Men 
give us, our Lord hath 
Pronounced ſuch to be the 
Children of God. 
All theſe things are very 
plain, and have been often 
laid, but without their de- 
fired 
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fired Effect; the Reaſon 
of which, it is worth our 
Pains to ſearch into. For 
which Caule | have annex- 
ed to this ſhort Exhortati- 
on, a Sermon [ preached a 
little after the late amazing 
Storm, in my own Chap- 
pel; wherein | endeavoured 
to ſhow how it comes to 
pals, that ſo many Judg- 
ments as have befallen us, 
have not amended us. 
Thete are oO many, I have 
there obſerved, that mind 
not the lad of God in 
them, bur 1 Impute. all fuch 

things 
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things to Natural Cauſes, 


. tho they know not what. 


This Temper of Mind 
renders Men hopelels, un- 
leſs they be awaken d before 


they are ſetled in it, to have 


a greater Regard to the 


Works of the Lord, and the 


Operations of His Hands, 
For they that are not moved 
by ſuch Aſtoniſhing Judg- 
ments as the late Storm, to 
think of God, are more 
ſtupid and dull has the un- 
re Creatures, ſuch 
as the Birds of the Air; 
wich which Jeremiab up- 


braids 
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braids the 1ſraelites, in not 
diſcerning,or not obſerving, 
thoſe Signs of the Time, 
which foreſhewed God's 
Judgments coming upon 
them; with the Cauſes that 
Provoked them, 8. Jerem. 
6, 7. Thearkned and heard, 
but they ſpake not aright ; no 
man repented him of his Wicks 
edneſs, ſaying, What have 1 
done? Every one turneth to 
his courſe, as the horſe ruſh- 


e ethintothebattel. Yea, the ſtork 


in the heavens knoweth her ap- 
pointed times; and the turtle, 
and the crane, and the ſwal- 
low 
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low obſerve the time of their 
coming, but my people know not 
the judgment of the LORD. 
Upon which Words that 
great Man before-mention- 
ed, Dr. Jack ſon, thus diſcour- 
ſes; and it deſerves our ſeri- 
ous Attention and Conſide- 
ration. This Stupidity or Sen ſe- 
leſneſs in man, whether Jew or 
Gentile, whether Chriſtian or 
Heathen, in thus ſlighting or 
neglecting theSigns of theTime, 
that is, ſuch Portendments or 
Prognoſticks of GodsJudgments 
or Calamities, as the very Boot off 
nature, or of the viſible Creatures 


affords , 
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affords ; argues the Nature, 
at leaſt the Diſpoſuicn of Men 
in whom this Stupidity is 
found, to be farther out of 
Frame,than the Nature of the 
Birds of the Air, or Beaſts of 
the Field; for they commonly 
foreſee unſeaſonable Weather , 
or Storm coming, and ſeek in 
time for ſome ſhelter or re- 
fuge: But ſo do not Men 
for the moſt part return to 
God, who is their only refuge, 
under the ſhadow of whoſe 
Wings there is only hope of 
Safety; albeit He daily gives 
them more pregnant Progno- 


ſlicks 
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flicks of Wrath enſuing, than 


the diſpoſition of the air doth 


unto Birds or Fowls. 


l hope what J have ſaid, 


and hat follows in the en- 


ſuing Diſcourſe, may have 
ſuch an effect on thoſe that 


ſeriouſly conſider it, as to 
preſerve them from ſuch a 
ſenſeleſs Temper of Mind; 
which if it ſhould general- 
ly prevail, I know not 
what will become of us; 


but ſhall be apt to ſay with 


David, My fleſh trembleth for 
fear of Thee, and. I am afraid 
of thy Judgments. 

April 4. 1704. XVI. 
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— 
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1 


1 XVI. Rev. 9. Latter Part. 


And they repented not, to give 
bim Glory. 


7 Hen we fee brute 
Creatures ſo Sen- 
ible, as to beware of thoſe 
things whereby they have 
lately forely Suffered ; it 
may juſtly raiſe our Won- 
der, that Mankind ſhould 


be ſo Stupid, as when they 


have done very Fooliſhly, 


100 and 
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and thereby Ruined them- 
ſelves, not to alter their 
Courſe, and by Repenting 
of their Folly give Glory to 
God, and take Shame to 
themſelves. 1 
It is ſomething ſtrange, 
that any Man who owns a 
God, ſhould adventure to 
Affront His Authority, by 
oppoſing himſelf to His 
declared Will: But not to 
Repent of the Fault when 
he hath committed it, is 
far more unaccountable: 
But it is little leſs chan a- 
I ſtoniſhing, that after Men 
1 3 * have 
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have ſmarted ſoundly for it 
(which was the Caſe of the 


Men here ſpoken of) and 


been ſeverely Corrected 
many ways, and a long 
time, upon . Account, 
it ſhould not lead them to 
Repentancſe. 

What! not Repent after 
God had not only ſent His 
Son to call them to it; and 
His Son had ſent the Holy 
Ghoſt to give them the 
Grace of Repentance : and 
He had denounced terrible 
Threatnings if they reſiſted 


this Grace, which is repre- 


ſented 
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ſented in the Second Chap- 
ter of this Book, by a Sword, 
nay a Two-edged Sword going 
out of his mouth againſt all 
Contumacious Sinners: But 
when He had began alſo a 
great while ago, to . take 
this Sword into His Hand, 
to fulfil His Threatnings, 
and to do Execution; nay, 
when He had made great 
Slaughter, and His Sword 
was become Drunk with 
the Blood of the Slain : 
What anObſtinacy was this? 
How hard and rough were 
theſe Men's Hearts? With 

what 
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what a mad Reſolution | 


were they poſleſſed , that 
nothing = ſatisfy them 
but to be utterly Undone ? 
Was there ever any ſuch 
Men in the World be- 
fore ? Or are there any now 
ſo Inconſiderate, who ſo 
little underſtand their own 
Intereſt, that they can be 
moved neither by Words 
nor by Blows, to ceaſe their 
_. Folly, and turn to God? © 
that we could ſay there are 
none now who tread in the 
ſteps of theſe deſperate Sin- 
ners! That it were as cer- 

_ rain 


—_ my _ oF ©@q Gawd wan! tos _— 
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tain the men in my Text 
had no Succeſſors in their 
a | Impiery, as it is certain the 
2 did burfoltow ſome a 
h || ent Precedents, who had 
- || led them the way to De- 
w | tru&tion. Ma 
ofl You may read in the | 
n || 4th of Amos, a moſt lad _ 
de Complaint which God | 
ds made by char Prophet, of 
ir His People 1/rael, that tho | 
O He had ſent one Judgment | 
re after another upon them, 
yet they returned not unto 
Him. I have given you | 
want of bread in all your pla- 
C ces, 


* — 


1 


— 
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ces, yet ye have not returned 
unto me, ſaith the LORD: 
T. bave withholden the ram 
from. you, yet have ye not re- 
turned unto me, ſaith the 
LORD: Thave ſmitten you 
with blaſting and mildew, yet 
have ye not returned unto me, 
ſaith the LORD. And ſo | 
Hie proceeds to mention o- 
ther Judgments; five times} : 
_—_— this as the Burdenſſſ v 
of his Complaint, Net hav u 
ye not returned unto me. Read ſa 
at your leiſure from v. 6} tl 
to v. 12. of that Chapter. G 


Non 
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Nou the very ſame Ob- 
ſtinacy which poſſeſſed thoſe 
obdurate Iſraelites, was 
found here again in the 
Hearts of theſe Apoſtate 
Chriſtians; who after four 


Vaals of the Wrath of God 


had been poured out upon 
them, yet repented not, to 


give him Glory: Nay , 


after a Fifch Shower of Di- 
vine Vengeance was fallen 
upon their Heads, yet it is 
laid again, v. 11. That 
they only blaſphemed the 
God of heaven, becauſe of _ 
their Pains and their Sores, 


C2 * 
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and repented not of their deeds. 
I wiſh could here make 
a full ſtop, and proceed no 
further in this ſad Hiſtory 
of an unrelenting Spirit: 
That I could fay there have 
been none beſides theſe, ſo 
obſtinately bent upon their 
own Ruin, as not to Re- 
pent of their Deeds, after 


God hath ſent many terri- 


ble Judgments upon them, 
one on the neck of another, 
to awaken them to it. 

But hath there not been 
more than a ſpice of this 
Diſeaſe among us, in this 
Nation; 
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Nation; who after Twen- 
ty Years of Tumult and 
Confuſion, of War and 
Bloodſhed ( wherein we 
loſt a moſt Religious King, 
with our Ancient Govern- 
ment in Church and State ) 
did not repent, to give glory un- 
to God? No, nor after a 
devouring Peſtilence, which 
ſoon followed the Happy 
Reſtoration ; nor after a 
no leſs devouring Fire; nor 
after the Plague of Popery, 
which began ro break our 
among us, till God merci- 
fully ſtopt its Progreſs by 


3 our 
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our late Wonderful Delive- 
rance. Vet we cannot ſaythat 
theſe and other Judgments 
(which Iſorbear to mention) 
have wrought any great Al- 
teration in us; but the ſame 
Spirit {till poſſeſſes us, of Im- 
piety towards God, and Ha- 
tred one towards another. 
It will well become eve- 
ry Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
to enquire and find out the 
Cauſe of ſuch Impenitence ; 
that no Perſwaſions, no 
T hreatnings, no, nor Judg- 
ments, nor the moſt dread- 


ful Executions ( of which 
St. 


) 
) 
1 
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t. John here ſpeaks * 
move thoſe that feel rom ; 


and groan under the Bur- 
den of them, ro Repent 
of their evil Deeda And that 
ſhall be my Buſineſs in the 
following Diſcourſe; to the 


end, that by finding out the 


Cauſes, we may be directed 
how to remove the Effects. 


Nov this ſtubborn Im- 
penitence may be aſcribed 
to ſuch Cauſes as theſe : 

J. 2 

Firſt, Some Sinners are 
apt to impure all the Cala- 
miries that fall upon them, 


C 4 and 
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and others, to bring them 
to Repentance, unto mere || | 
Chance,and blind Fortune : 
Their Thoughts are ſo ! 
flight, that they think no- 
thing elſe is concerned in! 
them. When noiſome and 
grievous Dileaſes {weep || 
Multitudes away (as it 
Was the Cale mentioned in 
 theSecondVerſe ofthis Chap- 
ter); when the Fruits of the 
Earth are Blaſted ; when 
ſuch a furious Tempeſt 
rages, as lately did ſo much 
Damage both at Land and 
Sea, they call it an Acci- 
bee dent, 
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dent, and never mind the 
Hand of God therein. 
Now how ſhould they 
Repenc, and return to him, 
when they do not know 
who it is that {mites them? 
When God is not in all their 
thoughts ( as the Pſalmiſt 
[peaks ), M hat hope is there 
= they ſhould humble 
themſelves, and ſubmit to 
his es 
This, it is certain, was the 
Cauſe of their Ruin whom 
Amos ſpeaks of; whole 
Condition was parallel to 
theirs in my Text; as may 


Cc 5 be 
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be gathered from the Third 
Chapter of his Prophecy, 
v. 6. Shall a trumpet be bloun 
in the City, and the People not 
be afraid? Shall there be evil 
in à city, and the LORD 
hath not done it? As much 
- as if he had ſaid, Do not 
People uſe to riſe and run to 
their Arms, when they hear 
the Trumpet ſound? Yes 
ſure, though they be in 
their warm Beds, and hea- 
vy with Sleep; unleſs they 
think it a falſe Alarm, and 
imagine that ſome Idle Per- 
ſon doth but play the wan- 


ton 
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ton with them. And is 
there not the ſame reaſon, 
that you ſhould be Rouzed 
by the Calamities that be- 
fall you? Why ſhould not 
you be ſtirred up thereby 
to look about you, and 
endeavour to prevent the 
Danger which threatens 
you? unleſs you think that 
there is nothing in all theſe 
Calamities, but a concourſe 
of Accidents, which for- 
tuitouſly (i. e. by Chance) 
meet together to diſturb and 
diſquiet you. But know, 


that there is no evil in your ci- 
95 


56 An Exbortation to 

ty, but the LORD hath a 
hand in it. Be not fo ſot- 
tiſh as to fancy, that He 
doth not intereſt Himſelf 
in all that befals you. Look 
upon them as Divine Ad- 
monitions; as Warning- 
Pieces ſhot from Heaven, 
to awaken your drowzy 


Souls to Repent, and keep 


off further Danger. 


Thus the Prophet Micah | 
ſpeaks to the People of Ju- 


dah, as Amos had done un- 
. of Ijrael, 6. Micahg. 


The LORD s Voice crieth 


unto the city, and the man of 


* 
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wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name 
hear ye the rod, and who hath 
appointed it. It is the LORD 
of Heaven and Earth that 
calls aloud co you by theſe 
Judgments; and if there be 
any man among you that 
hath not loſt his Reaſon 
and Diſcretion, he will ſee 
God's Name, that is, His 
Power, Juſtice, and Truth, 
intheſe things, whereby He 
rebukes men for their Ini- 
quity : Therefore hearken 
to the voice of the rod ; mind 
and conſider what it faith, 
and think that God Himſelf 

ſpeaks. 
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ſpeaks to you by its Mouth, 
And what doth the Rod 
of God ſay, when at any 
time you feel its ſtrokes ? 
The Prophet there tells us, 
in the very next Words ; 
Are there yet the treaſures of 
wickedneſs in the houſe of the 
wicked , and the ſcant mea- 
ſure that is abominable? v. 10. 
And fo he goes on to relate 
what Violence was in their 
hands, what Fraud in their 
dealings, how they ſpake 
Lies, and their Tongues 
were deceitful in their 
Mouths; that is, the 1 
| 0 
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1 make thee ſick in ſmiting 
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ofGod accuſed them of thoſe 
Sins, which then reigned 
moſt among them; and cal- 
led upon them to Repent 


of them. And as it con- 


cerned them very highly in 
thoſe days, ſo it doth us 
now in ſuch Caſes, to ſhow 
our ſelves Men of Wiſdom ; 
and not to be ſo Fooliſh, 
as to impute all the Evil 
that befals us, to mere 
Chance ; leſt the Divine 
Vengeance proceed to ſuch 
an Extremity as there fol- 
lows, v. 13. Therefore will 


thee, 
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thee, in making thee deſolate 
becauſe of thy ſins. 

That's che uſual Effect of 
Atheiſm and Irreligion , 
when Men will not be cu- 


red of it, that they be ex- 


tirpated and rooted out of | 


the Earth, and their Coun- 


try be laid deſolate: It not be- 
ing fit that they ſhould live, 


who will not acknowledge 


E the God of their Life. 


Inis is one great Cauſe 

why there is no Amend- 
ment, no, not by the Seve- 
reſt Judgments. Men are 
void of a Senſe of God , 


which. 
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which is the beginning of 
all Religion and Goodnels. 
II. ; 
Another Cauſe why 
Men do not Repent when 
they are Puniſhed ſo ſeyere- 
ly for their Sins, as the men 
whomst. ohn here ſpeaks of, 
were ; is this, That many 
who have ſore Senſe of 
God, have ſuch a good 
Opinion of chemlelves , 
that they look upon theſe 
Puniſhments that are In- 
flicted on a Nation, às the 
deſert of other men's Sins, 
and not of their own, 


T here 
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There are thoſe who ac- 
knowledge the Hand of 
God in all common Cala- 
mities, who yet imagine 
they ſee that Hand ſtretch- 
ed out againſt another ſort 
of Men, and not againſt 
themſelves. e 
There is ſcarce any 
Country or Place, but it is 
divided into ſeveral Parties 
and Factions: All - great 
Cities are Inhabited by 
Men of different Opinions 
and Perſwaſions, in ſome 
thing or other; and each 
think the way wherein the 

other 
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other is, to be Abſurd and 
Dangerous. Now when 
any Miſchief befals that 
Place, every Party is wont 
to impute it to the others 
Fault; and though they 
all Suffer in it, throw. the 
Guilt off from themſelves, 
and lay it upon other 
Men's Backs. Every one 
is forward and glad to ab- 
ſolve himſelf, and tranſ- 
fers the Deſerts of his own 
Sins to another man's 
A 8 
Now this Humour, 
when it prevails (and it is 
N com- 
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commonly one of the la- 
mentable Effects of all Di- 
viſions) unavoidably hin- 
ders Men's return to God. 
For whillt all caſt the blame 
from off themſelves, they . 
muſt needs continue as they || | 
were before: While every || | 

one thinks another bad, 
chere is nobody grows Bet - 
ter: When they expect their 
Neighbours ſhould Amend, I 
| 

| 

| 

| 


they do not amend them- | 
ſelves. It is you that have 
drawn this Ruin upon us, 
ſays one Sort of Men; Nay, 

it is You, replies che other: 

- 


the Clergy of Ely. 65 
And fo, while they toſs the 
Guilt (as I may ſpeak) from 
one fide to the other, it re- 
mains among them all. 
It you would not have 
your Hearts hardned in Sin, 
every Man muit ſuſpec 
himſelf and 1 
find out his own Iniquity. 
He muſt not entertain ſuch 
an Opinion of his own In- 
nocence, and other Men's 
| Lewdneſs , as to imagine 
the Guilt is not divided be- 
tween them. But as the 
Prophet Zachary faith , 
Every Family or Tribe a- 
* part 
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part ſhould be forced to Be- 
wail and Mourn for their 
Afflictions (12. 11. Cc.) 
So truly we ought to do for 
our Sins: Every Man, eve- 
Family, of e 
Perfwaſ ion they be, ought 
to ask themſelves, What 
have we done? For more 
or leſs; all have Offended 
God. 

Till there be this Sobrie- 
ty, this Humility, this Ho- 
ly Jealouſy over our ſelves; 
this Impartiality and up- 
right Judgment, there is no 
hope Men ſhould be 

brought 
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brought to Repentance; 
but every one will ruſh for- 


ward in his Evil Courſes, 
like the Horſe into the 


Battel; fearing no Dan- 
ger, and ſeeing no Fault at 
all, that ſhould make him 
diſtruſt himſelf in the Courſe 
wherein he is engaged. 

2 

I may add unto this, as 
being nearly linked to it, 
that the Hatred which men 
of different Perſwaſions u- 
ſually bear to each other, 
is another Cauſe they do 
not Return to God. Becauſe 


they 
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they are vehemently bent 
— _ Deſigns inſt 
They are ſo full of 
Thooghts how to make a 

ſtrong Oppoſition to them, 
that they conſider nothing 
elſe; no, not the Soto 
Ruintheri is likely to come 


upon them all. Their 
Hearts are ſo entirely pol- 


felled with earneſt delires i 
to Supplant each other, that 


there is no room for other 
Thoughts; eſpecially when 

they imagine, that by fach 
Contrivances they are do- 


_s God * Service. This 
N blinds 


the Clergy of Ely. 69 
blinds their Eyes, fo that 
they can ſee- no Fault in 
themſelves; nor no Good 
in others: Nay, this mu- 
tua! Hatred which they 
have conceived, makes 
them oft- times look upon 

the Evils which befal them, 
as coming from Men, and 
not from God; and! ſo 


they are tempted: to ſeek 
rather to be Revenged of 


them, than tobe Reconci- 
led to Him. 3 

Thus, it is likely, it was 
with Samaria, againſt whom 
Amos Prophelied:; who 
D Vor- 
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Worſhipped God upon a- 
nother Mountain, different 
from that at Jeruſalem ; nay, 
oppoſite unto it: and fo 
all their Care-was to keep 
at as great a diſtance as 
they could from Judah ; 
though they ſtill remained 
at a wider diſtance from 
God. The very thing, I 
fear, that hath undone ma- 
ny in theſe days, who have 
no greater Concern, than 
to deſtroy thoſe that are 
Oppoſite to them. Their 
Hearts are ſo fraught with 


E 
a bitter Zeal this way, that ſſo 
| — they 
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they have no regard to any 
thing elſe. Their Sins lye 
quiet and ſafe, and are not 
at all oppoſed ; while they 
are furiouſly engaged in 
theſe Enmities: Nay, © 

all God's Judgments, which 
are intended to allay theſe 
| | Heats, ſerve only to in- 
1 fame their Spirits in theſe 
Inveterate Hatreds. 

e For they imagine, as I 
n ſaid, thoſe whom they op- 
te ¶ poſe, to be the Cauſes or 
the Inſtruments of all thoſe 
t Evils that befall them; and 
allo they employ their 
e Then 


* An Exhortation to. 
Thoughts, and: their De- 
ſires, and! their Tongues 
too. againſt them, and not 
againſt the true Cauſe of 
all their Sins. and Iniquities, 


which eſcape without any 


Cenſure. Their Minds are 
8 Rom the Con- 

ideration how they Pro- 
voke God, by the conti- 
nual Provocation they re- 
ceive one. from another. 
They cannot return to Him, 


becauſe. they have turned 
all cheir Thoughts and 
Cares another way, from 


whence of will not. be di- 
 verted; 80 
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ave our Hearts 
fraught wich Hatred, as they 
too commidnly are, when 
Men are engaged in oppo- 
{te Factions: Which is not 
only very Wicked in it ſelf, 
. directly contrary to 
the Chriſtian Spirit, the 
very Bane of Religion 

Ne and of Human WY 
ty; but ( beſides other 
beikhe ru Donſequences) 
it obſtructs Men's Repen- 
tarice, rd hardens 'them 
in "Mi Sins; which are 
ndt Qbſerved, or not Cor-. 


D3 red 
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rected, while they are vio- 
lently bent to Proſecue 
other Men, whom they 
think more os. than 
-chemlelyes, Io 

: Of thisDiſcaſe Gasen 
ud muſt ſeek a Cure, by 
ſuch ſerious Thoughts as 
«theſe 2: That nothing is fo 
. Odious, - as Sin and Wic- 
Voce - and above all o- 
ther AY this of Hatred 
and Maligniry, bitter Strife 
and Debate, eſpecially up- 
on the ſcore of Religion; 
and theſe, or any other Sins 
are e leaſt to be endured in 
| our 
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our ſelves, if we be guilty of 
them: And if we are Guil- 


ty of them, but do not ſee 


them, or are not Senſible 


of them, we are unfit 
Judges of the Faults of 


other Men. But if Men 
do ſee them, and will 


not in the firſt ſtudy to A- 


mend themſelves, how can 


they reaſonably hope that 


others ſhould Amend their 


Faults ? Or with what Face 
can they accuſe their Neigh- 
bours, when they lie under 
the ſame Guile which they 
charge on them? And 

| D have 
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have not ſuch Power over 
others, as they have over 
their own Hearts and 
Ways; and therefore-muſt 
begin to Reform at home. 
Which if we would do, 
we have this comfortable 
Aſſurance from the Viſe 
Man, That when. a man's 
ways pleuſe the Lord, be will 
make even his enemies tobe at 
peace with him, 1 6. Prov. 7. 
inthe Verſe before which 
Words, there is tkis Remark 

made by the ſame Wiſe 
Man, Thar by the fear f 
the Lord men 1 from | 
ET evil. 


evil. From bran 1 el 
cake dechſion - WIghſteve, 
That 6h the clit. Men 
d not de pait from Evil; 
decauſe Deel. of here. 
an Holy Fefir in their 
tac — ' {6th mem 
iebvds op * ak Vaih Ubpes. | 
This 1 might alledge as 
afocher Cauſe chat Men do 
nor Repent; even chen 
they Red che Flad of. God 
—. rpthg them for theit 
Sins: They flatter them- 
ſelves very ealily , 'with- 4 
belief of better Times, 
though they do not grow 
D 5 bet · 
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better themſelves. When 
a Judgment is removed, 
they hope the like will not 
return again. And the 
more Merciful God is, in 
not letting it lie. long 
(Which by che, wap hath 
been our Own, Caſe, } the 
more Confident Men grow 
that they arę out. of all 
Danger. But if 1 ſhould 
enlarge on chiss, I ſhould 
not leave room for that 
which I take if, (DE more 
Maxevial, a Ae ATA * 1 

* U Jaiſod 
The next ching 1. 


fore 


— 
* ot ba: 


they fancy, and keep off 


miliation of themſelyes, 
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fore, to which , I think, 


Men's Impenitence may 
be juſtly aſcribed; is, That 
they are apt to think God's 


Mind may be altered and 


turned towards them by 
ſome means or other, tho; 
they do not turn to Him. 
They may Appeaſe Him 


utter Deſolation , without 
a thorough Reformation. 
Their Solemn Prayers, for 
inſtance; and Supplications, 


eſpecially if joined with 


Faſting, and ſorrowful Hu- 
will 


8 An Exhortationto 
will move Him, they think, 
to lay aſide His Anget, 
though it be ever ſe great. 
And indeed theſe are 
ſuch prevalent Things, 
that Iwiſh Men werk gene- 
tally more Serious; and 
ffequent in the Prattice of 
them: For they ſuppoſe 
We are ſenſible of our Ah, 
and of our Danger : And 
conſequently that we are 
willing to do any thing to 
obtain a Pardon for the one, 
and a Removal of che O- ä 
ther. They that are tru- 
ly Humbled, are ready to 
jw „ 
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|| ſubmit to any terms, and 
| conſent t every ching chat 
is propoſed to them. But 
if wexeſt here, and go 
, | further; if we have bly 
- | fome good Deſires, Inchi- 
J nations, and Purpoſes ; 
fand — fall inte this Opi- 
e nion, That God may be 
importuned hereby td be 
Macifultonis, — 

further care to procurt His 
Favour; this is ſuck a 
Conceit, that here it pre- 
vails, there & no. fcafoù to 
expect a change fu Mens 

4 and — 
9-13 | "This. 1 
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This was it undid the 
Jews, and brought them to 
utter Ruin. For when 
their Country was already 
Deſolate, when their Cities 
were burnt with Fire (as 
we read in 1. Iſaiah 7.) 
then they thought to a 
peaſe the Divine Majeſty 


| 
with a Multitude of Sacri- 
fices; with the Fat of fed 
Beaſts; with their Oblati- | * 
ons and. Incenſe; their 
new Moons, and Solemn || 
Aſſemblies: Though they || * 

did not put away the Evil 
of their Doings from be- || | 


\ | for 0 


there, v. 11, 12, 13. and 
thoſe that follow. Where 


he proteſts that all theſe 


abhorred thoſe Services, 


though of His Own Inſti- 


tution; that He was wea- 


ry. to bear them ; that they 
rather more Provoked than 


Atoned Him by... theſe 
Means d 6 e : ah 

And therefore He threa- 
tens to hide his eyes from them 


* 


when'\ they ſpread. forth their 
hands to hits ; yea, when they 


made 
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fore His Eyes; as we read 
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then adds, Come nom, aud 
let us reaſon together, ſatth 
the LORD; though your 
ſins be us -fcarlet, they. ſhall 
be as -iphite as ſnow; thouph 
they be red libe orimſon, they 
ſhall be as wookl. As much 
as to ſay, Now the Buſi- 
nefs is done, now we are 
Agreed, but not till now. 
This is the thing that will 
turn away my Wrath: not 
Prayers alone, though ever 
lo Earneſt; not Saerifiees, 
though ever ſo Rich; not 
Solemn Days for Divine 
Service, though ſtrictly 
Ob- 


36 An Exhortationto 
Obſerved ; which are on- 
ly the Means, not the 
End; and therefore we 

N not reſt in them, till 
they bring us to that for! 
which they are deſigned, || 
the making us truly better. 
Which we ſhall never be, 
till we ſettle this belief in 

our Mind, That it is im- 
poſſible to prevail with God 
to ceaſe his Anger, till we 
ceaſe to do evil, and learn to 
do well; that is, till we 

ceaſe to provoke him to 
— 

TY his is the Doctrine of 
that 
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that Prophet; and the ve- 
ry ſame the Prophet Amos 


preached to the Jiaelites, 


which he did to the Jews, 
V. 21, 22, &c. I hate and 
deſpiſe your feaſt-days, and I 


will not ſmell Cor reliſh) 


your holy aſſemblies ; though 
Jou offer me burnt offerings, I 
will not accept them ; neither 


will Iregard the peace-offerings 


of your. fat beaſts, Take a- 


way from me the noiſe of thy 
ſongs, or Hymns, for I will 
not hear the melody of thy vi- 
ols. But let judgment come 


}f | down as waters, andrighteouſ- 


at 


2 
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neſs s a mighty, Jiredm 
Till wellearn ſuch lis; 
this, and not truſt merely 
to our Prayers and Sotemn 
Days, we are in a ready 
way to ſtruction: Be- 
"chat bee v we would have 
Sod to accept, inſtead: of 
| Repentance.. and; Amend- 
ment of Liſe; when without 
this he declares, He is ſo far 
from Accepting, the- other, 
chat he wälbbave no yegard 
te them; Nays, {Helpilgs ae 
* chem. Ot 

There is ab nc 
von, approaching 5 which 


We 


LY: 


we call. IL ENT) of: Pa- 

ſting and Humiliation; in 
will make. a Conſcience of 
performing. ſome. ofi the. 


Duties a belongin to it!; 
more chan ordinary in- 
Prayer, in Reading, in cal. 
ling - our ſelves to an Ac- | 
count, and reflecting on il 
our former Life: Uſing- 

| 


likewiſe- ſome kindjof Ab- 
ſtnence-, if not. Faſting- , 
as ue find it molt Profitable, 
But. let. us not, I beſeech 
you, content our. ſelves 
9 with 


go An Exbortation to 
with the bare External Per- 


formance. of theſe things; 


which will very much in- 


creaſe our Guilt, if they 


breed in us ſuch a mean O- 
pinion of God, that we 


imagine, He can be plea- 


ſed with theſe outward Ex- 
erciſes alone; though there 


follow no inward change of 
our Hearts, nor any Refor- 


mation of Life; which 
He expects ſhould be 


wrought by ſuch means; 


becauſe for that end they 
were Ordained. Faſting, 
for inſtance, is an excellent 

12 EKNe- 
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Remedy for many Sins; but 
then it muſt cure them, or 
elſe it is good for little. 
Shall I deſire you to hear 
part of Diſcourſe of St.Chry. 
ſoſtom upon this Subject, in 
his Third Sermon to thePeo- 
ple of Antioch. He that defines 
© Faſting, by mere Abſti- 
"nence from Food, he it is 
that diſhonours Faſting. 
© For it is not mere Ab- 
* ſtinence from Food, but 
* departing from Evil. Doſt 
© thou Faſt 2 Show it by 
*thy Works. If thou 
© askeſt, what Works? I ane | 
© {wer, 


| 
— 2 LD 
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| c. (wer; IE thou · ſeeſt a poor 
thou. meeteſt' an Enemy, 
che Reconciledꝭ to him. ; if 
thou ſeeſt a Neighbour in 
greateꝝ· Proſperity than 
« Ar. ſelf, do not Envy him. 
Eet not- thy Stomach on- 


<.ly.: Faſt, but thy: Eyes, | 


thy. Ears, thy Feet, thy 
c. Hands, and alli the reſt 
<.of' the Members of thy 
Body. Let thy Hands 
c abſtain from Extortjon, 


Rapine, Covetouſneſs, 
<and Violence; Let thy | 


feet keep-a Faſt, by ſtop- 
: 3 | : C . 
. ping 


[ay A A 
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5 ping their Courſe to un- 
0 lawful Spectacles. Let 
. thy Eyes abſtain from 
wanton Glances. Let thy 
© Ears keep a Faſt, by not 
© liſtening to DetraGtion , 
© Calumnies, Accuſations, , 
© but turning away from 
© thoſe that Whiſper them. 
© Let the Mouth alſo Faſt, 
0 from filthy en. 
tion, from Reproaches, 
© from Reviling, from Rail- 
ing, Evil Speaking, Ly- 
ing and Slandering. 
For what good doth it 


* to abſtain from eating 
E ” Eels . 


—ͤ—U— AG ono er 
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© Fleſh, or from Fiſh ei- 
© ther, if we bite and de- 
© your one another? Now tl< 
© he that Detracts, he that 
© Backbites another, he cars ſ © 
© his Brothers Fleſh , he 
© bires his Neighbour. From © 
© which St. Paul terrifies us, + 
© when he ſaith, 5. Galat. 
© 15. If ye bite and devourſſ* 
© one another, take heed that 
© ye be not conſumed one off 
© another, Thou haſt not 
© faſtned thy Teeth in a bit 
© of Fleſh all this Lent ; buiſ⸗ 
© thou haſt faſtned a falſe 
Accuſation, an evil Sur 
12 © miſe 
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© mile, an unjuſt Suſpicion, 
© an ungrounded Jealouſy, 
ein the Soul of another; 
© whereby thou haſt woun- 
© ded that Soul, and thoſe 
* whom thou haſt falſly 
* Accuſed, and affected thy 


Evils. Which he there 
* reckons up, but I ſhall 
not mention; becaule it 
is time to tell you how he 
concludes in theſe Words: 
i Though we ſhould ear. 
* Aſhes, ſuch Severity will 
e do us no Service; unleſs - 
ar weabſtain from Detracti- 
ill * © on. 


(ſelf wich innumerable 
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© on. For not thoſe things 


© that enter into the Month 
* defile the Man, but thoſe 


* things that proceed out of 


© the mouth, come forth from 
* the heart, and they defile the 
man. For out of the heart 
* proceed evil thoughts (i. e. 
© Defigns ) murder, adulte- 
© ry, fornication, theft, falſe- 
© witneſs, blaſphemies. Theſe 
© are the things which defile 
© theman, 15. Matt. 18, Cc. 
And then he beſeeches them, 
not to think it enough that 
they have been Serious for 
a few Days, but to look 

upon 


; T 
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upon themſelves as bound 
to Reform their Life, if 
| they expected to be Happy. 
For as they who are very. 

Sick, unleſs they alter 
: cheir way of living, will 
receive no Benefit by the 
: ſtrictneſs of their Diet for 
a little time: So unleſs Sin- 
ners, ſaich he, will be al- 
ways ſober, two or three 
days of Faſting a wil do 
them flo 1 0 | 
Minn fie! 
And 0 | viccead to * 
laſt thing l all mention, 
n the Cauſe of Men's not 
E 4 Re- 
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Repenting; no, not though 


they be Joudly awakened 
to it by Terrible Judg- 


ments; Which is the Night: 


neſs of their Thoughts ; 
the want of ſerious Conſi. 
deration, which makes 
God's Word, ind all His 
Works prove ineffectual. 
We can alledge no other 
Cauſe of what I juſt now 
ſaid, that they ts ſome 
part of their Duty, and 
the leaſt part, ſerve for the 
whole. Of which they 
could not be Guilty, did 
1 conſi der, either the 
Na- 
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Nature of God, or the 


Nature of Sin, or-the Na- 
ture of thoſe Duties which 


they are willing to Perform; 


or indeed any thing elle 
that belongs to Religion. 

I have not room to en- 
large upon all theſe, and 
therefore ſhall particularly 
confine my ſelf to that 
which the Text principally 


relates unto, The Divine 


Judgments; which ought 


above all Things to awa- 
ken us to Conſideration; 
without which they leave 
no deep Impreſſion upon 

E us. 
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us. Of the Neceſſity of 
this, the Wiſe Man admo- 
niſhes us, in that grave 
Counſel which he gives, 
8. Eccleſ. 14. In the day ff 
adverſity confider. Conſider ' 
what you have done; 
Conſider what God would 
have you to do; Conſider 
the Reaſon why you ſhould 
do it; Conſider your 
Danger if you do it not ; 
Yea, conſider what it is! 
that is wont to keep you 
from Conſideration. 

One thing I am ſure is, 
The Love of the Bodily || - 
Le Life : 
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Life; the deſire of Fleſhly 
Eaſe and Delights. Theſe 
are unwilling that àa Man 
ſhould grow Serious. They 
are all ſpoiled if he become 
Conf derate. They t tempt 
him to throw away all 
Thoughts, that ſo he may 
enjoy himſelf more ſweet- 
ly, and'not be diſturbed in 
his Pleaſures; © 
Let us Pee therefore 
of theſe Enchantments. 
Let us take heed we be not 
lulled aſleep 1 in the Lap of - 
Senſual Enjoyments; for 
fear our Ruin fall upon us, 
E 5 when 
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when we are not aware of 
it. | | 
4 1 in time of 
great Diſtreſs by any pub- 
lick or private Calamity, 
we ought to ſhun Voluptu- 
oaks „as we do Shelves 
and Quickſands ; ; which 
Men more eſpecially dread 
in a Storm. Then it is 
moſt unſeaſonable to make 
our ſelves Merry, when 
we are in great Danger. 
For that's the way to throw 
off all Conſideration ; even 
then when to Goal der is 
moſt neceſlary , and will 


do 
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do us the greateſt Service. 
It is a ſign Men are void of 
all Senſe, and have no 
more Fear than the Brutes; 
which Ear and Drink juſt 
as they uſe to do, 4 
they ſee one of their Fel- 
lows Slaughrered before 
their Eyes. Read what the 
Prophet Iſaiah writes about 
this matter, in 22. Chap. v. 
12, 13, 14. In that day did 
the LORD God of hoſts 
call to weeping, and mourning, 
to baldneſs and girding with 
ſackcloth. And behold joy and 
Sadneſs ſaying oxen, and 
killing 
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killing ſheep, eating fleſh, and 
drinting wine. Let us eat and 
drink for to morrow we ſhall die. 
Axd it was revealed in mine ears, 
by the LORD of hoſts, ſurely, 
this iniquity ſhall not be purged 
from you till you die, ſaith the 
LORD God of hoſts. Purged 
from them? no, how was it 
poſſible, when they themſelves 
oppoſed the means of their 
Cure? God called for Mourn- 
ing; and they quite contrary, 
betook themſelves to Merri- 
ment and Pleaſure. They were 
like unto ſome Sick Perſons, who 
at that very time, when they are 
under the Phyſicians hands, will 
nor forbear their Intemperance 
of bad Diet, which' was the 
cauſe of their Diſeaſe. Doth 
any Man expect his a 
; | W 
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will work the Effect he deſires, 
when he to whom they are Ad- 
miniſtred will not refrain-from 
full Meals, or from his Muſh- 
rooms and unwholſome Diet? 
He may pray his Heart out, 
who begs Health of- God, while 
he does nothing but diſorder 
himſelf, even while he is confi- 
ned to his Chamber for his Re- 
covery. And juſt ſo unſucceſs- 
ful will all thoſe Supplications 
prove, Which are made to God 
for the ſaving of our Souls, or 
of our Country from Ruin ; 
while we continue to oppoſe his 
Divine Methods, from whom 

all Salvation comes. 
For it is altogether like to a 
Man that calls for Quarter, and 
begs Mercy of his knemy that 
hath him in his Power ; though 
| | at 
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at the ſame time he deals his 
Blows round about him as thick 
as ever, and ſhows no ſign that 
he abates his Hoſtility. Such 
Supplications are perfectly ridi- 
culous : They carry in them- 
ſelves their own denial ; they 
forbid thar which they 25k, and 
undermine the very foundation 
of the Requeſt. 

If then we would not be 
numbred with thoſe Stubborn 
Rebels, who gave the occaſion 
of this Diſcourſe , and after 
many Vials of God's Wrath 
poured on them, repented not, 
to give him glory: If you would 
not be like the old Samaritans 
whom Amos ſpeaks of, nor hear 
thoſe Sighs ſo often repeated of - 
you, as they were of them, Je- 


e returned not unto me, ſaith 
| the 
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the LORD: Tet ye returned 
not unto me, &c. Do not rely 
upon your Prayers alone, or the 
moſt paſſionate Beſeechings you 
can uſe, for Mercy from God; 
but joyn therewith ſober and 
conſidering Thoughts; eſpeci- 
ally when He calls you to them 
in any kind of Trouble. In the 
day of adverſity conſider. 
Conſider among other things, 
what I have now repreſented to 
you. Conſider the Cauſes of 
the hardneſs of Men's Hearts 5 
and then if you have any Fear 
of the Divine Majeſty, and of 
His, Judgments, how can you 
chuſe but return tohim? e 
Think that it is God who 
calls upon you to Repent, by 
every Affliction that befalls you. 
Think 
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Think that he bids you ſearch 
and try your own Ways, and 
leave others to examine theits. 
Think that you are not ſo much 
concerned to perſuade others to 
be of your Mind, as to per- 
ſuade your ſelf to be of God's, 


Set your ſelves againſt Men's 
notorious Vices, more than 
againſt them. 


Be not ſecure, nor flatter up 
your ſelves with vain Hopes. 

Believe that the Prayers of 
the wicked are an abomination 
to the LORD. 

Do not imagine you ſhould 
employ your time to move him; 
but to move your ſelves to 
change your Will. | 

Conſider that Heis always the 
fame; and that it is we who 
mult alter and turn, not He. 

: That 


—— —_ *) as aa _ a. 8 


the Clergy of Ely. 109 
That He is ever an Enemy to 
the Bad, and a Friend to the 
Good 3 and that nothing can 
alter this eternal Reaſon and 
Law. That we do but ſpend 
our Breath in vain, if we ſeek 
to incline him unto us, with- 
out more than an inclination 
unto him; that is, without 
actual Amendment of our wic⸗ 
ked Life. 

In Concluſion, believe) that 
the greateſt Bane of all good 
Thoughts and Deſires, is a Vo- 
luptuous Liſe. This extingui- 
ſhes all the Sparks of Grace that 
are in Men's Souls; it choaks 
and ſtifles all Virtuous Motions : 
and therefore let us avoid it, as 
we would Everlaſting Damna- 
tion. 

Conſider theſe things fre- 

quent- 
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quently; and conſider withal 
how by taking this Courſe, you 
will Gloriſy God: For St. John 


here ſuppoſes, That to repent, is 
to give him Glory, 


APPLICATION. 


Ould you not, before you 
nj leave this World, do ſome 
Honour unto Him who brought 
you hither? Repent then; alter 
the Courſe of your Life; for 
that is an effectual Acknow- 
ledgment of God, in all the 
Perſections belonging to His 
Divine Nature : Which the 
Scripture means by giving him 
glory. : 

. By this we humbly acknow- 
ledge the Authority he hath o- 
ver us; and confeſs His Right 
to give us Laws, whereby we 
| ought 
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ought to he ruled and governed. 

Theſe Laws alfo we acknow- 
ledge to be Equal, Juſt, and 
Good; when forſaking all o- 
ther ways, we return to their 
Obedierc-, 

Whereby we acknowledge 
alſo His Wiſdom ; that we 
are in the Wrong, and He in the 
Right; that we have played the 
Fool, and followed after Lies; 
and He alone can make us Wie 
unto Salvation. 

The Truth alſo of His Threat- 
nings is acknowledged by Re- 
pentance, which gives Him the 

Glory of His Veracity in what 
He hath Denounced againſt 
Sinners. 

And ſo it det alſo Glorify 
His Power, which conquers 
Souls, and ſubdues Hearts, and 

turns 
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turns about Men's obſtinate 
Wills, and carries them Cap- 
tive to the Obedience of Faith. 
For Repentance is a yielding 
the Victory to God, who hath 
long ſtrove with us. It is a 
throwing down our Arms, and 
profeſſing our ſelves overcome 
by the force of His Conviction, 
by the Strength of His Truth, 
by the Mightineſs of His Love, 
and by the Power of His Holy 
Spirit. | ' T2 T 4 4 
What need I ſpeak of the 
Honour it doth to His Holineſs ? 
It being an open Declaration, 
That He cannot be in Love 
with Sin; nor by any means be 
Reconciled to it, though His 
{ | Love be ever ſo great unto us. 
lis Unchangeableneſs is like- 
| wiſe hereby acknowledged : 
n That 
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That we muſt Turn and become 
like unto Him ; but He cannot 
Turn and become like unto us. 

I omit the reſt, and only put 
you in mind how hereby we 
acknowledge, That He is the 
Fountain of true Bliſs: That 
the Felicity of our Souls lies in 
His Favour and Love: That after 
we have tired our ſelves with a 
fond long purſuit of Happineſs 
in other things, we can find no 
reſt to our Souls but in Him 
alone; whoſe Will is the Rule of 
Rightcouſneſs : Whoſe Nature 
it is to be Happy. 

We flee therefore to Him by 
Repentance, as the only Com- 
fort of reaſonable Beings; as 
the Reſt and Repoſe of * 
Souls; as the ſolid and i immor- 
tal Joy of our Minds; in Con- 
junction 
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junction with whom we cannot 
but be Happy ; and in Separati- 
on from whom, we muſt needs 
be inconce ivably Miſerable. 
If all theſe be too much to 
Remember, keep in Mind only 
the Firſt and the Laſt of them; 
and you will be ſufficiently ſa- 
risfie of the Glory you give to 
God by Repentance. For it is 
anacknowledgment of Him to 
be both our Sovereign Lord, and 
our Sovereign Good; our Ru- 


ler, and our Rewarder; as having 


Supreme Authority „and Su- 
preme Felicity: Or in the Apo- 
ſtle's Language, The bleſſed 
and one Potentate, who only hath 
immortality. _ 

We diſclaim hereby all other 
Governors; and ye proteſt we 
have no other Good. We re- 

ſign 
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ſign our ſelves to His Holy Will 
and Pleaſure 3 and profeſs that 
our higheſt Pleaſure and Con- 
tentment is in plesſing Him; 
in Loving Him; and hoping He 
will be well pleaſed with us, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. 
Who hath told us, That there 
is joy in heaven over one finner 
that repenteth. This he repeats 
twice-in the ſame place, 15. 
Luk. 7, to. Which cinnor but 
ſuggeſt to our Thoughts, what 
2n exceeding great Joy there 
would be in the Preſence of 
God, if a whole Nation did 
Repent, or if the generality of 
Men among us did grow better. 
This God expects ſhould be 
the fruit of his Bleſſec Gofpel, 
which we have long e<njoy'd; 
and the fruit of his many ſevere 
| Chaſtiſe» - 
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